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LAURENTIA. 


digs eres, "ov 


my 3 gave me a rwinge—T 


was half reſolved to go back again, and 
ſtood a few moments to deliberate — 
| Lacells expects me, thought I, he is 


unmindful of the weather; and tis the 
only opportunity I can have to beg that 
he will come prepared to-morrow to 
vindicate himſelf — he muſt love me 


better for ſo much anxiety on his ac- 


count I need not ſtay long, and it 


. would be eruel to keep the poor Lieu- 


tenant in fruitleſs expectation. 


— RP, 


e. 1 was determined, reached an um- 


brella, and ſallied forth. The rain ſtill | 


continuing we betook ourſelves under 


a ſhed that was built for the deer, and 


on my communicating as much as I 


„ ah of the contents of the Earl of 


8 


\ 


's letter, Lacells counterfeited the 
moſt poignant grief, and faid, nothing 


now remained for him, but to bid me a 


laſt adieu, to tear himſelf from my pre- 


5 ſence, and end his miſerable exiſtence 


th I oc Klar 


** far diſtant from the charms that had 
enſlaved his heart. —1 again urged the ; 
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c 
c 
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40 


LAURENTDIA „„ 


forgiving temper of my father, who J 
knew could not be inflexible to my en- 


* | treaties. Lacells again availed himſelf 


of that plea, and conjured me to put it 


out of their power to with - hold that 
forgiveneſs, by going off that inſtant; 


adding, he had a chaiſe and four waiting 
without the pales of the park. 1 Was 


at firſt ſhocked at the propoſal (though 
I might have expected it, from the con - 


verſation in the morning) and totally 
unprepared for it, but he ſcarcely gave 


me time to conſider ; for partly by per- 
ſuaſions, and partly by force, he led me 


to the boundaries of the park, and lift- 
ing me over into the road, where we 
were joined by. his ſervant, they con- 


ducted me to the carriage, which was 
ſoon in the high road for London, wha 


We arrived car the next evening. 
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55 We ſtopped at an hotel i in Oxford 
Street, and I was taken out of the chaiſe 
half dead with fatigue and remorſe, but LS 


it was then too late to recede; I was 
obliged: to ſubmit to the directions of 


my lover, who did not ſuffer me to fe- 
main long at the hotel: He diſcharged 
all thoſe who accompanied us {except 


his own man) ahd came into the roo 5 


Where I had thrown myſj on tc 
chairs, begged ten thou 8 pp do! 
„ 6 
for hurrying me about, aid 
ould g0 ann | 
thence immediately, as he doubted not 


abſolutely neceſſary I 


but a purfuit would be made after us, 
and I could not wonder that he was ſo- 
licitous to preſerve | che treaſure he 


* had ſeized. Ps, 


cc A back coach, was called into- ch 
0 © got, and was drove through two or 
three ſtreets, that coach diſcharged, and 
another called, which was repeated ſe- 
de, veral times, ill I own my patience was 
„ 


* 


| . 
* 


cc 
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e e 1 
a ee quite exhauſted at laſt we were 6 -t: 
a e down in ſome private ſtreet, May-Fair. 
I was handed out and conducted up 
« ſtairs into very comfortable apartments. 


% Taacells propoſed my occupying them 
& à couple of days (pleading his anxiety 


< for my health) and ſuppoſing that my 


« father would proceed directly to Gretna- 
x Green, (without he eould gain informa- 


« tion of the rout we had taken) ima- 
gining we were gone thither. He like- 


than Scotland, and he thought we ſhould- 
not meet with ſo many diſagreeable 


15 the latter.“ £24 3 


9 5 
» 4 
* 
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« It was a matter of indifference to me; 


indeed, if any thing, I preferred going 
to France, becauſe it was more out of 
the common way. After two days, 
we accordingly ſet out for Dover, got 


B33 


wiſe promiſed to lodge in another houſe 
himſelf; but if I had no objection 
he ſhould rather take a trip to France 


circumſtances attending the former as 
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LAURENTIA. 


on board the packet, arrived ſafe at 


Calais, were married, and proceded to 
Paris, from whence J wrote to my pa- 
rents, telling them what I had done, 


and imploring their bleſſi rhe and for- 
Segels. | 


« I had an anſwer from my father as 


4 


* 


ſoon as poſſible, intreating my ſpeedy: 


return, if I wiſhed ever to ſee my mother 


again; for that my imprudent and un- 
grateful behaviour, together with not 
hearing what was become of me for ſo. 


long a time, had brought on a fever 


whieh was attended with very alarming 
ſymptoms - that perhaps a ſight of me 


might be of greater ſervice than medi- 


cines, which had hitherto proved of no 
effect; on her account therefore, he con- 


jured me to make no delay.— For him- 
ſelf, he would ſay nothing —his hopes 


6 reſted i in heaven, for it was e alone 


. 


he could. now Enow yore.” 
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*I Was greatly affected at this intelli- 
« gence, and with my huſband ſet out 
« immediately, making all imaginable. 
* expedition, 'The wind was unfavour- 
ec able on our return, and detained us a 
« day and night at Calais. I had there 
« time for ſelf-reproach—the thorns I had 
« planted in the boſoms of my indulgent 
« parents began to rankle in my own. 
ec * expected conſolation: from my huſ- 
« band, but I found it not. Unuſed to 
„ melancholy and complaints, he was en- 
« deavouring to diſſipate his cares by 
* drowning them in french wine, of which 
ee he with much careleſſneſs invited me, f 
e to-partake.” i a, BEES, 
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a. We were ſummoned to the veſſel by 
five o'clock in the morning, never 
having been in bed all night, from the 
expectation of going on board ſooner. 
The water was rough, and 1 experi- 
enced all the inconvenience of it, being 
dxeadfully tick the whole time; at 
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length we landed, and went poſt to 


Woodcote (my father's ſeat) ſcarce ever 


Roping” even to is proper n 


= When we arrived, the ſervants 


crouded about 'me, with woe-fraught 
' countenances, and ſoon carried what 
they thought joyful news to the ſick 
chamber. My father was there, and 
communicated it to his! beloved wife, 


ſhe wiſhed to ſee me as ſoon as I 
pleaſed, I therefore left Mr. Lacells 
below, and ew. to the bed- ſide; my 
© father had withdrawn to the window, 
-and ſtood with his back towards me. 
I dropped on my knees, and ſeizing the 


hand of my mother, would have carried 
it to my lips, but overcome by fatigue, 


© and the conflicting emotions of my own 


breaſt, I could only gently preſs it, and 
fell lifeleſs on the floor. When I reco- 


; verod, I en myſelf on my own bed, 


« my 
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92 my huſband and father both aa afag, 
2 and uſing every means to d me.“ 
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e I am a quite well; ſaid b. let me go 
« inſtantly. to my. mother, and aſſure her 


e her forgiveneſs alone is wanting to 
Ame me happy... 1.2% 
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ec Not this evening, "aid my by al to 

&« ſee you thus will only ingreaſe the vio- 
« lence of her diſorder. 1 ſubmitted, and 
85 paſſed a wretched night. _ In.the morn- 
ing my father met us in the breakfaſt 
6“ parlour, he had a paper in his hand,, 
= 8 which on our entering, he tore in ſeve-- 
« ral pieces. This, ſaid he, addreſſing 
ee Mr. Lacells, was the letter I recewed 
9 from the Earl of 8— thus LE deſtroy 
« it, and 1 will den to eraſe the 
contents of it from my memory; if your. 
heart! is. the ſeat.of any generous. Tenti- 
ments, ſurely you- will not. abuſe: the 
confidence I mean to place in you; 
love my child and behave kindly to her, 
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« J will then forgiet what is paſt _ be 
« your friend. 


* 


I fell on my knees, and 1 


© hand of my excellent father I would 
r henceforth be every thing he wiſhed. 
« He raiſed me up, folded me in his. 
arms, and bleſſed, me. with a faultering; 
LIT hee, - but ſaid, he had now no longer 
a right to command me; I had choſen 


< another, protector, and oh my Aubery,, 
* may he but idolize you as I have done.. 
« Lacells affected to be moved: at this. 


c ſcene, and promiſed fair to be a good 


« huſband and a. ſubmiſſive ſon.“ 

ee. Thad then an interview with my mo- 
te ther, who was ſomething better, ſhe: 
v6 likewiſe readily forgave me, imparting. 
<© a.ſolemn bleſſing, and from the time of 
* my. return,, appeared to mend, though. 


** but ſlowly.” 


— | 5 ge For 


I Nightly hinted"theſe wiſhes. to my; 
father, who heaved a deep ſigh. and 

ſaid, he was ſorry Mr. Lacells could“ 
not be happy at Woodcote, where he 


cc 


£4 


. cc 8 a key OS. 2 ies of my; 
huſband was unexceptionable, but he 
* ſoon gave me to underſtand, that he 


could not bear the idea of living in 
another man's houſe — he choſe to have 


one of his own, where he might occa- 


ſionally invite his friends; for although 
the hoſpitality of my father might ren 
der them welcome, yet it was too mor- 


titying to receive chem i in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation. 


might command as he pleaſed; but, 


however, if he will conſent to live in, 
this neighbourhood, J will endeavour to 


find a houſe for him, and engage to pay 


you quarterly Z1 503“ muſt inſiſt on 
your regulating your expences. accord 
ingly. Out of that income Mr. Lacells. 
; may, keep, a couple of hozſes; and your. 


R 63 ce mother's. 
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. mother's carriage will be always at your- 


1 ſervice.” 


"i c Lacells objected to living in W— 
tc ſhire, he would rather my father paid 


. him down £10,000 at once, which was. 


* no more than my fortune had been 


c eſtimated at, by every body he had a 


ce few debts that he wiſhed to diſcharge, 
er and the money might afterwards be 


* placed in the funds; Notwithſtanding 


\ 


the infolence of this requeſt, my dear. 


* father, ever accommodating, and de- 


es firous of exciting the gratitude of my 


« huſband, ſo far complied with it, as to 
« offer  { 1000 at firſt ſetting opt; but de-. 


* clared he would do no more, and we 


hy wereil to expect he £500 per Amun.” 


DD 
« Before my mother- was quite well 


* enough to leave her. chamber, I Was 


0 Aer, which was ſoon crouded by a # 


e hurried to London, and placed in a 
« ready furniſhed houſe in Mortimer- 
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* of diſſipated: rakes. We had company 
<« almoſt every day, and lived in a far 
LD higher ſtile than our allowance war- 
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N A few reſpedtable families viſited me 
te on my firſt going to town, but dropt 
« me by aer when they faw how we 
went on,” 
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e 1 ventured to expoſtulate, | but it 
te availed nothing Lacells became very 
0 deſirous of getting into the guards. My 
« father was again applied to, and again 
ec complied with the demand, raiſing a. 
c ſum ſufficient. to purchaſe a Captain's. 
*. commiſſion, though it was accompanied 
© with a declaration that it was the laſt 
ec money he could ſpare us, and as our 
income would now receive a very con- 
* ſiderable addition, * ought to think. 
. ourſelves wel off, | 
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] verily believe the extravagance of 
* my huſband would have made him run 
* out of the largeſt fortune in England, 
« could he have commanded it. I faw 
« him but ſeldom, he was always engaged,. 
« and too faſhionable. to have his wife in. 
«the party. 1 


] muſt not attempt to deny, but that: 


e J had likewiſe my engagements; but 
<« the expences incurred by them was tri 
c fling, in compariſon of Lacells's. Lever 
« avoided: play, to which my unhappy: 
« huſband was much addicted, and at: 


which he loft very large ſums.” 


c The next ſummer after. I married, I 


— 


ce. was deſirous of viſiting my mother, and 


„ Lacells. agreed to the propoſal with. 


cc pleaſure he informed me, he intended 


«- ſpending a- couple of months at Paris, 
* and therefore we might give up the 
166: houſe we then lived in, and take another. 
* on his return. He accordingly ſent me 


into 


40 


40 


44. 


1 


RE AUT ENT TI. | is 


into W- ſhire with only a few guineas. 
in my pocket; and. borrowing from: 
every creature that would lend him. 


money, he ſet out for France.” 


40 Young and thoughtleſs as F then was, 
J became tolerably contented while I. 


remained at Woodcote; every thing 


was. again ſubſervient to my oleafure,, 
nor did J ſuffer many unealy reflections 


concerning the conduct of my huſband, 


to diſturb my peace. I looked forward: 


to my. father's fortune as a reſource; and- 


I did not doubt but he would take pro- 


per care to ſecure ſomething handſome 
for me.“ 


— 


25 One circumſtanoe only damped the: 
Joy I felt from having. every command 
© obeyed,, every. with gratified, and that 


was the declining health of my mother. 
She had never entirely recovered the 


«. ſhock of my marriage — ſhe forgave me, 


* and appeared to. be fatisfied, but ſhe 


« c foreſaw. 
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LAURENTIA 


6 1 muſt he: miſerable, Jr" it 
preyed on her ſpirits, bringing on com- 
plaints that were likely to cut ſhort the 


thread of life.“ 


.« Mr, Nasen wrote to me in very af- 


wa 


fectionate terms during his ſummer ex- 


curſion; perhaps he ſuppoſed his letters 
would be ſeen by my father, and hoped 


— 


they would procure him a ſupply on his 
return — nor was he miſtaken. 
to find excuſes for conduct, that was in 
reality inexcuſable; and was glad of the 
opportunity of obſerving, that whatever 
Mr. Lacells's behaviour might be, in 
other reſpects, he had always preſcrved 
a tender reſpectful conduct towards me.“ 


I wiſhed 


ce At the end of three months he came 
to England, and was ſoon in W—ſhire, 


proved looks. 


affected great delight at ſeeing me again, 
and paid ſome compliments on my im- 
The firſt moment we 


- «ere alone, he aſſumed a graver coun- 


CC. tenance, 


e tenance, and told me, that unleſs I could 
te 


cc 


ce 


cc 


E A UR E „ e 3 


intercede with my father to advance him 
ſomething conſiderable, he muſt be ſe- 
parated from his dear Aubery for ever, 
and end his days in a priſon. He owned 
that he had been very unlucky at play, 
and was no longer in po ſſeſſion of his 
commiſſion, he had been obliged to diſ- 


' poſe of that and every thing elſe of 
value that belonged to him; nor dared 


he to ſhow his face in town, without 
money in his pocket. He pretended ſo 


much contrition, and made ſuch violent 
proteſtations that he never would be led 
into any thing of the kind again, that I 
was ſilly enough to believe him, and 


importuned my father to relieve his diſ- 
treſſes, ſaying, it ſnould be the laſt time 
I ever would aſk ſuch ; a favor for my 


Huſband, ” 


oo 


% My father was not quite ſo credu- 


46 


w 


cs 


lous as myſelf, he entertained but little 
hopes of a reformation,” though he 
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„ L AURENT TA. 


* offered to discharge our moſt preſſing 
« debts, and to maintain us both, if we 
8 1 live at Woodcote.” 


e „Tas an offer I would have em- 

braced with thankfulneſs, but Mr. La- 

* cells ſaid, he could not ſubmit; the 
te offer, though generous, ſhewed that my 

father had no confidence in him; that 
he would ſooner be a flave on our Weſt 
India plantations than live in ſervile 

ſubjection at home, with a man who 

was capable of doubting his word. If 

my father would only redeem his com- 

miſſion, otherwiſe he muſt tear himſelf 

from me, and bid a laſting adieu to his 

native country. Happy had it been for 
me if I had tried him; but, infatuated 

as I was, the idea was inſupportable.“ 


S 


2 86 AN U 8244 8 


R 8 


. © T] wept, I prayed, E knelt to my father, 
« who at length conſented, though he 

_ owned it was very inconvenient, nor 
| 0 could. 


could we expect that he ſnould continue 


& 


42285248 


— 


LAUREN TIA. 19 


his allowance afterwards.” 


* Re oiced that J had gained my point, 


I flew to my huſband, who received the 
intelligence but coldly, he bit his lips 


at the latter part of it, and ſaid, then we 


can have only lodgings—'twas. no mat- 
ter, he ſhould not regret it, only as it 


made his. wife appear of leſs conſe- 


quence. I aſſured him, it would give 
me no concern, I could be as happy in 
lodgings, as in a houſe of my own, and 
1 ſhould: have leſs care.” IG» 


1 Lacells did not © clan my father with: 
half the fervor I wiſhed, and when we 
left Woodeote the parting on their ſide 


was very formal. I paſſed an uncomfort- 


able winter in town, being frequently: 
without a copies 


52 My dear motifer died in the foring; 


* leaving me a valuable watch and a few 


«. djamonds.. 
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LAURENTIA. 
* diamonds. My father appriſed me of 
it, butas I could not wear them while” 
© in deep mourning, he hoped to ſee me 


in the country before they would become 
uſeful.” | 


3 n inſiſted on my aſking for 
them immediately. My father was diſ- 
pleaſed at ſuch haſte, which he thought 
no good ſign, and perſiſted in refuſing: 
to give them up at preſent.” 


“ Our neceſſities became every day 

more conſpicuous, My huſband again 
parted with his commiſſion, by ex- 

© changing it for a lieutenancy, and gam- 
bled away-the money he received for the 
exchange. Yet he ſo far governed his 
temper, as to treat me with civility, and 
* ſometimes with fondneſs, from the hope 
of working on my father, to whom he 
again ſent me the next ſummer, but did - 
not chuſe to accinpa df me himſelf; 
. 2 and 


_ 


LAURENTIA. 21 


ce and 1 was charged by him, not to return 
"ey without the jewels. 4 


Te Dtring my 55 my father offered 
ce to ſupport me, if I would give up my 
«© huſband, and promiſe never to ſee him 
again; but that was a propoſition to 
c which I could not confent, and after a 


ce ſtay of two months, I returned to town, 
e and” was conducted by my huſband to 
& lodgings greatly inferior to thoſe 1 


“ quited when I ſet out for the country. 
The valuables I brought with me were 

« ſoon diſpoſed of, and procured only a 
temporary ſupply, yet we ſcrambled. on 
. for ſome months, and gained freſh cre- 
e dt from talking of my father's fortune.” 

2 In little more than a year from my 
mother s death, we ſaw in the papers, an 
account of my father's ſecond marriage 
«c with a perſon, who had been for months 

xc 2 in the family, as a companion 
ce 80 my mother, after I had ran away. 
5 * his 
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„„ TAN rA 
« This woman was not more than thirry, 
& cunning and artful to a degree, with a 
- « numerous tribe of needy relations.” 
ce J thought Lacells would have gone 
© diſtracted, he raved and ſwore, curſing 
ce my father, the woman he had married, 
«© me, himſelf, and the whole world. His 
e hopes were now compleatly blaſted, 
cc there remained no motive for him to 
ec wear a maſk any longer, he ſaid; he 
c hated - me, nor ſhould he keep up the 
ec appearance of reſpect ; I might leave 
ce him, and go nurſe the little imps I 
ce ſhould have the pleaſure of calling bro- 
cc thers and ſiſters, In ſhort, his violence 
« was ſo extreme, I expected he would 
ct have beat me; at length it ſubſided, 
tc and he grew calm, but the affair became 
cc public, our creditors had notice of it, 
te and came flocking from all quarters; 
ce my huſband was arreſted and con- 
ducted to the King's-Bench.“ 
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LAURENTIA. 23 


ce ] wrote to my father in great diſtreſs, 
but received an anſwer from his wife, 


that ſhe had taken the liberty of open- 


ing my letter, and concealing the con- 


tents from Mr. Paulin, as he, poor man, 


had ſuffered too much from my im- 
prudent conduct before; ſne adviſed me 


not to diſturb his peace by any future 


letters, and incloſed a £10 bill, which 
ſhe hoped I would make a good uſe of, 


and endeavour to do ſomething towards 


maintaining myſelf.” 


< 1 wrote again, and got another perſon 


to direct the letter, that the hand-wri- 


ting might not be known; but it was 
returned to me the next poſt in a blank 
cover.“ 


« ] then determined to riſk a perſonal 


interview, and ſold or pawned almoſt 


every thing I had left, to equip myſelf 


for the journey, which I was obliged to 
undertake, for the firſt time, in a ſtage 


coach.“ 
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« It happened as I ſuſpected -I faw 
my father ride down the ſtreet, and ſtop 
at an inn, almoſt at: the bottom. 
ſo- extremely agitated, as to be incapa- 


1 AURENT IA. 


ec 1 ſtopped at Barony a ſmall towWR 


about five miles from my father's houſe, 
and being told by the miſtreſs of the 
inn, that there was to be a meeting of 
Juſtices. next day, I. thought it very 
probable my father would be among 


them; and that it would be better to 
wait, as I ſhould ſtand more chance of 


ſucceeding when he was abſent from his 


wife.“ . OF#1 


7 


ble of writing, and therefore ſent a boy 


to enquire for Mr. Paulin, and to tell 
him, a ſtranger wiſhed to ſpeak with 


him on particular buſineſs at the crown. 


He followed the boy, and was ſnown 


into the parlour—I ruſhed in and fell 
at his fect; ſurpriſe deprived him of 


ſpeech for a time—grief, ſhame, and a 


thouſand conticting paſſions 7725 me 
E © ſilent, 


I was © 


LAUREN TIA. 25 


& ſilent. W hy, why do you thus take 
e pleaſure in diſtreſſing a father you no 
TT longer love? ſaid he. Oh! ſay not ſo, 

ec my father, 1 have never ceaſed to loye 
« you one moment, but I am indeed un- 
c happy. Can you bear that I ſhould 


“e linger out the reſt of my wretched days 


« in a priſon, deprived of the common 
te neceſſaries of life? For that muſt be 


« my doom, if you are determined to 


cc afford me no relief.“ 


Hy Dante you not haye informed me 
* by letter, and ſaved your father the 
ts pang of ſeeing you thus,” 


7 1 inſtantly drew out of my pocket a | 
c copy of the firſt letter I had wrote, with 
« his wife's anſwer to it; and the laſt, 
« which had been returned to me. Ten 
pounds was too ſmall a ſum for Mrs. 
Paulin to ſend, but tenderneſs to me 
prevented her from ſhewing the letters, 
What can I do for you? If reſign my 
Vor. II. "© « whole 
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40. LAUREN TIA. 


ce whole property Lacells would run 
ce through it, and be a beggar. My fa- 


cc ther pauſed, he walked about the room; 
cc Aubery, ſaid he, I will pay for your 


cc board in ſome reſpe&able family, and 


tc allow you ſomething handſome for your 
« private expences; or elſe you ſhall 
© have two guineas a week for your huſ- 

« band and yourſelf, if you are deter- 


- © mined not to leave him.“ 


— 


« ] 8 quite a him at ſuch a c 
1 time, undeſerving as he. is, and will : 


6: gladly 8 of your laſt offer.” 


1 father 5 « he was TEN I made 
« ſo bad a choice, for by ſo doing I had 


ee put it out of his power to make me 
« comfortable - can nothing prevail on 
« you to abandon a man that has occa- 
ce ſioned ſo much miſery in the family.— 
« To that I could make no anſwer, and 


ec 22 proceeded — Will you return with 
me-this evening to Woodcote * pe. 
: 5 Oh! 


A 
A 


4 
- 


cc 


cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ec 
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© Oh! my dear Sir, I will do any thing 
you with me, but I fear my preſence 


there will not be agreeable. I cannot. 
expect to be received by———— E 
could not ſay what I intended, my pride 


was not ſufficiently ſubdued to give any 


name to a woman I deteſted, and whom 


I looked on as the only obſtacle be- 
tween me and my father. He ſaw the 
ſtruggle. I can anſwer for a kind re- 
ception, ſaid he, Mrs. Paulin is too 
obliging to me, to refuſe any thing 1 
deſire. I thought he meant to reproach 
me, conſcious I really deſerved it, and 
I could not forbear a retort. If my 


company can be diſpenſed with, without 


farther diſpleaſing you, I had rather 
not go; I have no clothes but theſe on 


my back, and no ſpirits for a bridal 
viſit. A deep bluſh croſſed my father's 
cheeks. Aubery, ſaid he, ſomewhat an- 


orily, 1 ſhould never have taken ſuch a 
Wu had you -behaved properly. — I 
. 1 * know 
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nr”. LAURENTIA. 


« Know it, I know it, but culpable as I 
« am, I cannot encounter her preſence.” 


© What do you now propoſe? ſaid he, 
cc rather ſoftened. To return by to- mor- 
© row's coach, and cheer the heart of poor 
& Lacells, by an account of your gene- 
« rofity. My father was affected. Tell I 
« him likewiſe, ſaid he, that if he behaves | 
ce well to my child, he ſhall receive an 

e additional ten pounds every quarter; 

ec but remember, that is the extent of what 
« I can do. He then gave me a / 20 bill 
« and a few guineas, to defray my ex- 
ce pences back again, and left me overpow- 
« ered with gratitude for his oromroreld 


Un Looells was diſappoineed that I had 
te not procured him a releaſe; but on my 
&« declaring, with more ſpirit than I had 
© ever before dared to ſhew, that if he 
PO expreſſed the ſmalleſt diſcontent, I 

* would entirely leave him, as my father 
«had ordered his banker to pay the mo- 
« ney 


% ney into my hands every, week, and 
4 therefore I had full power to live where- 
ever I pleaſed. He became more pa- 
&« cified, yet ſtarts of ill- humour would 
© ſometimes break out, in curſing his fate, 
« and regrets at not having the command 
cc of a ſum ſufficient to n his luck for a 
Ms good ſtake once more.“ 


« Six years did J remain an inhabitant 
of that priſon, which was far from being 
the gloomy place you might ſuppoſe 
it. We had plenty of company, ſuch 
as had been uſed: to- figure away in the 
faſhionable world; and we contrived to 


Ln 
La) 


or other, (my father often ſending pre- 


ance.” 


20 My huſband had ever ſince his con- 
© finement, accuſtomed himſelf to drink 


= length ns doe his conſtitution and 
. « ended. 
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entertain ourſelves with one amuſement. 


{ents of value, beſides our ſtated allow 


large quantities of ſpirits, which at“ 
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ended his days. His laſt moments were 
terrible! —— He knew he muſt, and 
yet was afraid to die—loſt to hope, and 
abandoned to deſpair, he was very near | 
haſtening that period he ſo much 
dreaded, and ſurvived the diabolical at- 
tempt only three days, reſigning his 
wretched exiſtence in agonies unſpeak- 
_— ; 


« The impreſſion made on my mind 
by this event, waked a thorough re- 
formation in my heart l refolved, if 


my life was ſpared, to ſpend it in a very 


different manner! JI left the King's- 


Bench, and taking a cheap lodging, 
wrote to my father, and told him, he 
might do with me as he pleaſed, for I 
felt ſo humbled, he could place me in 
no ſituation that would give birth to 
complaints!” 


«© This letter was anſwered in perſon, 
it brought my father to town, who ſoon 
* acknowledged 


; 
1 
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ee acknowledged himſelf very unhappy 


* from his ſecond choice of a wite — he 


e ſolicited me to return with him. I ac- 


ce. cepted the invitation, and was intro- 
* duced to my mother-in-law, who re- 
& ceived me very ungracioufly, Suffice 


© it to ſay, I continued almoſt eight years 


* we never abſolutely quarrelled. 


} 


© in the ſame houſe with her, and not- 
* withſtanding her aggravating temper, 
] was 
c determined not to embitter the peace of 


my father by any diſagreements be- 


ce tween us; and therefore endeavoured 
ce to conceal as much of her inſolence as 
e poſſible. He ſaw that I ſubmitted in 


every thing, and loved me the better 


« for it; leaving me at.his death, every 
e thing that was not ſettled on his wife. 


i Woodcote-houſe being her jointure, I 


« Jeft it immediately after my father's 


7M tuneral, nor have I ever ſeen Mrs. 


cc Paulin fince.” | 
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32 LAURENTIA. 

« [ went to London for ſome time, but 
©. having contracted a love for the coun- 
te try, I fold a little eſtate in W—ſhire,, 
te to purchaſe that I now occupy. The 


_* houſe being old, and having been neg- 
elected ſome years, I pulled it quite 


« down, and have-built a new one exactly 
« after my own taſte, and at which I hope 
« to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you ladies 
« very often.” 


1 EY Lacells ceaſed ſpeaking, and as: 
we were joined by the gentlemen ſoon. 
after, there was no time for comments on 
her ſtory; ſhe ſpent the evening with us, 
and we returned her viſit the next day, 
paſſing ſome agreeable hours in her com- 
pany. Notwithſtanding all her boaſted. 
love of ſolitude, I am much miſtaken if 
ſhe ſupports herſelf through a winter there. 
Nor can you wonder at it, Maria, when 
you conſider the events that have befell 


her. Much reaſon has ſhe for ſelf re- 


proach, of. which ſhe appears fully ſenſible, 
and: 


— 
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„ — da „ OP = 
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and declares, that nothing but having 
% an opportunity of ſmoothing in ſome 
degree the laſt years of her father's life, 
e could at all reconcile her to herſelf; 
e and that at times the reflection of 
« having in a. manner forced him to 
marry again, more than overbalances - 
the little merit ſhe can accrue to her- 
ſelf, from ſoftening, and rendering leſs 
6 painful, the reproaches and ſevere ſar- 
caſms of his artful. and ill tempered: 
6 wife.“ 
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LLaurentia pities her, but Mrs. Lacells 
is not altogether the character to engage 
her confidence; ſhe could not be equally 
eommunicative, and told me (as we came 
home) * that the very idea of Mrs. La- 
& cells's having related the moſt material 
x circumſtances 1.her life , in order to 
encourage us to throw off alFreſerve 
on our. part, had had quite the contrary. 
effect on her, and put a ſeal on her lips, 
* which it would be impoſſible to break.” | 
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34 | 
We however ſaw Mrs. Lacells every day 
while we remained at Caſtlemoor, but 
Laurentia was inflexible, ſhe could not be 
| perſuaded to exceed the limited week, and 
J took leave of thoſe charming ſcenes 
With regret. 4 058 
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%. 


The ſtudy was the laſt room I viſited, 
my eyes were never ſatiated with gazing. 
on the form of my dear mother ; and 1 
promiſed the ſmiling ſhade that I would 
preſerve the likeneſs in my memory till I 
ſhould be permitted the W of behold- 
ing it in. To 


Nothing worth mentioning happened 
during our journey back to Berrywood, 
where we found every thing much as we 
left it. Adieu. Believe me moſt affec- 
tionately yours, f 


- 
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LETTER XVI. 


R. Townſend, the curate (whom I 
have mentioned before) was here 
yeſterday. Laurentia, who rather diſlikes 


the poor man, would not come down; 
and my uncle being gone a ride, I was 
left alone with the parſon. | 


8 aka not but aden there was an 
air of melancholy in his countenance, 
which from the natural turn of his fea- 
tures for chearfulneſs, affected me the 
more. I ſtarted ſeveral ſubjects to engage 
him in converſation, but his thoughts 
were evidently fixed on ſome diſtant 
object; his chair ſeemed uneaſy, he fre. 
quently ſighed, once or twice hemmed, 


and at laſt did himſelf much violence, by 


making a formal apology for the liberty 
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36 LAUREN TIA. 


he was going to take. I muſt confels,.. 
Maria, I felt rather alarmed, for I really 
thought he was going to make love to 
me; and I am afraid my bluſhes. and 


childiſh: confuſion betrayed my vanity.. 


However, he ſoon relieved. me, by ex- 


plaining the cauſe of his concern —ſaying, 
that as Providence had bleſſed me with a 


good fortune, he doubted not but the 


benevolence of my heart would prompt 
me to take under my protection (with. 


the approbation of my uncle and aunt) 
a young woman whom, chance. had 
brought him acquainted with, and whom 

(if appearances might be truſted) 1 ſhould: ; 
find * of my aun 


If you will. give me n continued 
he, I will inform you of every particular, 


and where I firſt met with her. 1 aſſented, 


and the curate proceded 1 


- «Being 


1 . # - 
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ce Being invited to ſpend a few days at 
the lodge, which belongs to Mr. Tankre,, 
a merchant, who is generally in this 
neighbourhood ſome months in the ſum- 
mer, and who is fond of courſing and 
ſhooting.. He is, indeed, rather of a gay 
diſpoſition, and having a wife ſeveral years. 
older than himſelf, is often. tempted to, 
ſeek entertainment abroad, or in large 
companies at home, maintaining only a 
diſtant civility to Mrs. Tankre, to whom 
he is chiefly indebted for his elevation in 
the world.“ OY 
50806 © They were this-ſurnmer accompanied 
by their niece, Miſs Wilmot, a very lively 
young lady; and as the infirmities of Mrs, 
Tankre prevented her from walking out 
with her niece, I. uſed to ſteal off as ſoon 
as 1 could, after CAE; and propoſe a. 
ramble in the fields.” 


We were one evening ſurpriſed by a. 
ſudden ſhower, and made a precipitate 
retreat. 
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retreat under a hovel, which afforded but 


indifferent ſhelter, and under which a 
young woman was likewiſe ſtanding ; ſhe 


had an umbrella in her hand, which with- 
out thought, or ſo much as looking at 


her face, I -inſtantly ſeized, and. held in 
that direction I thought moſt likely to 
keep the rain from my fair companion, 
who was alſo too much abſorbed-in ſelf to 
pay any attention to the ſtranger.” 

« The ſtorm continued with encreaſing 
violence, and our ſituation became very 
uncomfortable—with' one arm round the 
waiſt of Miſs Wilmot, I almoſt covered 
her with the umbrella, and never conſi- 
dered it was the property of another, till 
the real owner of it opened her lips, and 
thus addreſſed me. Your politeneſs to 
© that lady is rather an inconvenience to 
© me, for though I would willingly render 


© her every civility in my power; yet this 


© being the firſt time I have been out for 
« ſome weeks paſt, owing to a long and 
EEE Er expenſive 


— 
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© expenſive illneſs, which has enfeebled my 
*© conſtitution; and drained my pocket, it 


© becomes neceflary that I ſhould take 


« ſome care of myſelf, and I am very wet 


© on this fide.” This was pronounced in 


a faint Iriſh accent, but with an air of ſo 
much truth and innocence, as to ſet every 


tender emotion of my ſoul afloat. — I 


turned to look at her features, and inſtantly 

perceived they ſtill bore the marks of ſick- 
neſs and ſorrow ; yet as I gazed ardently 
(perhaps ſhe at the time thought rather 
rudely) on them, they were lighted up by 
the hue of mani and became lovely in 
the extreme.“ 


. Perfetly ad no” my 3 I 


| knew not what apologies to make; — I. 


hoped ſhe would excuſe my inattention, 
and endeavoured to atone for it, by draw- 
Ing her cloſe to Miſs Wilmot, and taking 
that fide myſelf on which the rain beat 
moſt. In a ſhort time after, we were re⸗ 
Veved by a ſervant from Mr. Tankre's, 
who 
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who had obſerved which way we went, 


and brought a cloak and umbrellas. I. 
aſked the ftranger if ſhe had far. to go, 
and would allow me the honor of attend- 
ing her; or if nearer, I could anſwer for 
her welcome reception at. Mr. Tankre's. 
She replied, ſhe believed ſhe was half a 


mile from home, and muſt confeſs ſhe: 
had acted imprudently, in wandering ſo 


far, but the beauty: of the evening had led 


her on, inſenſible. of either time or diſ- 


tance—ſhe was obliged by my civility, but 


ſhe had a mother, who would be anxious 


on her account, and therefore ſhe wiſhed 


to haſten. back. the moment. the ſtorm. 
abated.” 


J could not think. of leaving her in 
ſuch a co::dition, and entreated Miſs Wil- 


mot to put herſelf under the care of her 
_ uncle's ſervant, and hoped ſhe would ex- 


cuſe me, if I attended the young ſtranger, 


whoſe delicate frame ſeemed unable to 
ſupport her through may difficulties,” 


ec With 
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With ar arch ſmile and a ſhake of her 
head, Miſs Wilmot confented, and in about 
ten minutes after we all quitted the hovel; 
Miſs Wilmot went forward with the ſer- 
vant, and I ſupported the ſtranger, who 
took the oppoſite path. As we went. 
along, ſhe told me her abode was a mean 
one, that her mother and ſhe had not oc 
cupied it more than ſix months, and had 
been one or- other of them ill ever ſince 
they came. I ventured to aſk, if, without 
being thought impertinent, [ might be 
favored with her name. She b!uſhed ex- 
trernely, and with ſore heſitation repli-d,. | 
Eliza Fitzowen. - 1 ſaw ſhe was diſtreſſed, 
and endeavoured to diveit her atten:ion to 
indifferent ſubjects, till we reached a ſmall. 
houſe, built quite in the cottage ſtile, and 
_ diſtinguiſhed only from a few other hum- 
ble dwellings, by having cleaner windows 
than the reſt. Eliza opened the door, and 
invited me in; there was two rooms 
below, and in the innermoſt fat a middle 
aged woman, whoſe countenance expreſſed: 
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a look of apprehenſion, and who, I dare 


ſuppoſe had once been very handſome, one 
foot reſted on a ſtool, and it was with dif- 


fliculty that ſhe aroſe at our entrance. — 
Ohl my dear girl, ſaid ſhe, how terrified 


©have I been on your account ; haſten up 


e ſtairs and have your cloaths changed this 


inſtant, for I am ſure you muſt be wet. 
5 Excuſe me, Sir, (turning to me) Eliza 


is but juſt recovered from a dangerous 


© illneſs, I fear ſhe may have a relapſe, and 
© I have ſent Peggy, our only ſervant, to 
© ſeek after her,” The young lady: ſaid it 
would be neceſſary to change part of her 
cloaths; and her poor motherlamented her 
inability to ſtir without aſſiſtance, and ſaid, 


how glad ſhe ſhould be if Peggy would 


return. I begged they would permit me 


to be as uſeful as I could, and immedi- 


ately fetched in ſome ſticks, and blew up 
a briſk fire; and then hoping they would 


allow me to call che next morning, I took 


1 leave.“ 


"ge 1 
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* was finely rallied when I got back 
to Mr. Tankre's, both 'by Miſs Wilmot 
and her uncle; I thought, indeed, the 


latter ſeemed to intereſt himſelf in the ad- 
venture much more than I wiſhed. I knew 


his libertine principles, and I trembled at 
the idea of his viſiting at the cottage. I 
therefore affected to treat it as quite acci- 
dental, and ſaid, I. juſt ſaw the young 


woman home, but could give no account 


_'of her.” 


« Miſs Wilmot had extolled the per- 
fon of Eliza, and thereby excited the cu- 
rioſity of Mr. Tankre; and perhaps he 


ſuſpected that I was on my guard, and 


therefore ſecretly determining to ſatisfy 


himſelf, he dropped the ſubject at that 


time, and Was unuſually merry the reſt of 
the evening. 


The next day, being ſaturday, I was 
obliged to return home, and took my leave 


of Mr, Tankre's family. With a book in 
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my hand, and accompanied by my dog,, 
(who follows me every where) I went: 
round by Mrs. Fitzowen's, where I. was. 
received with apparent pleaſure by both. 
mother and daughter. They were profuſe 
in their acknowledgments, for the r<ipedt. . 
and delicacy with which (as they expreſſed. 
themſclves) I had treated them the pre- 
ceding evening. TI replied, it was impoſ- 
fible for a perſon of the leaſt humanity to 
do otherwiſe. Their appearance and be- 
haviour beſpoke them ſupericr to the 
ſtation they now appeared in, and there- 
fore they were entitled to double reſpect. 
Mrs. Fitzowen ſighed, and acknowledged 
F had gucſſed right; but, ſaid: ſhe,. had. 
Providence bleſſed us with health, we 
- ſhould: have experienced more peace and 
comfort in this homely dwelling, than is. 
often to be found in palaces,” 

« A trampling of horſes with a loud 
rap at the door, excited a general ſurpriſe. 
Beggy opened it, and I. heard Mr. Tan- 
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Kre's voice. Pray is Townſend here, ſaid 
he. I don't know, Sir, ſaid Peggy, with 
a low curtſey, there is a gentleman.— 
Aye, interrupted he, a parſon, is he not. 


Yes, Sir, I believe ſo, he looks like one, 


however, replied the girl. Tankre diſ- 
mounted, and giving his horſe to his ſer- 


vant, came into the room with an air of 


triumph. He bowed. to the ladies, and 


ſlaping me on the ſhoulder, I thought 


you had been gone home to make ſermons 
for to-morrow, my boy, ſaid he, but your 

dog has betrayed you; | ſaw Hector fitting 
at the door, and therefore ſuppoſed you 
was here. I hope the ladies will pardon 
this intruſion, again bowing to them. I 
wiſh I was a parſon, (continued he with a 
half ſuppreſſed figh) for chey are privi- 
leged men, and are often admitted into the 
confidence of the fair-ſex, while we poor 


lay-men, who admire the ſex as much 


as they do, are frequently excluded.” 
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Wh 3 could be more unpleaſant 
to me, than the preſence of Mr. Tankre 


at that time; I ſecretly regretted my own. 


careleſſneſs, and wiſhed poor Hector at 


the devil. We all felt embarraſſed. I 
ſtammered out ſomething of a deſire I had 


to be informed of the ladies health, had 


brought me round that way, but 1 was. 


going home tt 


« 1 mY cents; e Tankre, that 
ſhould much rather gaze on that lovely 


face, than purſue the. ad ſtudy of 


- NP & 


cc My. daughter is unuſed to compli- 


ments of that ſort, ſaid Mrs. Fitzowen 
gravely, and we ſhould be very ſorry to 
detain any one from their duty. Nay, my 


dear madam, replied he, it is the duty of 


every one; and a duty that agrees with 
our inclination, to pay attention, where 
beauty and merit are ſo conſpicuous. You 
muſt not be angry with either Townſend 

<» Or 
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Or myſelf—] ſhould be extremely happy Ai £ 6 
introduce you to the ladies of my family. 


Your ſituation here muſt be very lonely.“ 


| « You are very obliging, returned Mrs. 
Fitzowen, but pardon me, if 1 beg leave 


to decline that honor. We came hither 
purpoſely to live private, and we have 


reaſons for it that are inſuperable. That 


_ gentleman, pointing to me, met with my 
daughter laſt night, by mere accident; he 


politely rendered us ſome ſervices, which 
my lameneſs made particularly acceptable, 
as our ſervant was abſent, we feel ex- 
tremely grateful for the favor, but we muſt 
not admit the viſits of gentlemen. She 
ſpoke in a firm and deciſive tone. I 
thought Eliza looked not quite fo ſevere, 
but J immediately took the hint, and after 
expreſſing my pleaſure at finding the 
young lady had _ no cold, wiſhed them 
a good morning.” F 


« Tankre 
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mounting his horſe, ſaid with an oath, ſhe - 
was a cruſty old b—h. We parted, and ; 


I did not fee him again for ſome time.“ 


In the eourſe of the next WY 1 
tured to call at Mrs. Fitzowen's again, 
notwithſtanding. what ſhe had faid. I 
found her conſiderably better of her lame- 
neſs, (which had been occaſioned by a fall) 


and the ſweet Eliza received me with a 
ſmile. They told me that Miſs Wilmot 


had been with them the day before, and 
was ſo extremely preſſing for Eliza to 


return with her to the lodge, that it was 


with great difficulty ſhe got excuſed, and 
not without A promiſe of paying 4 wilt 


there very ſoon.” 


7 * 


I was reidknily: diſconcerted at this 


intelligence, and my varying countenance 
betrayed me to the ſearching eyes of Mrs. 
Fitzowen, who laid her hand on my arm 


and with much earneſtneſs, entreated that 
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1 would tell her, without reſerve or diſ- 
guiſe, what was the real character of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tankre. 


e Of Mrs. Tankre I knew but little, 
ſhe was quite an invalid, and fiequently 
kept her chamber. Mr. T ankre was a 
man of the world, that ſtudied his own 
pleaſure, and courted it in almoſt every 
 ſhape—he was generous to thoſe who did 
not preſume to thwart his inclinations, and 
was in general conſidered as a pleaſant 
companion. Mrs. Fitzowen ſhook her 
head, it will not do, Eliza, ſaid ſhe, we 
muſt find ſome excuſe to prevent this 
viſit; I fear this neighbourhood is impro- 
per for us, and that we ſhall be obliged to 
ſeek another aſylum. I affured her that 
Mr. Tankre's family always returned to 
town in November, and ſometimes earlier, 
that ſhe could not find a more reſpectable 
neighbourhood than the one ſhe had 
already choſe, As I told you before, re- 
plied ſhe, we do not wiſh for acquaint- 
Vol. II. D | ance 
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ance, our fortune is much too ſlender to 


ſupport it, and our pride too great to pay 
many - viſits where we cannot make a. 


VVV Mt 


et e me, Mis Barclay, faid the | 


curate, but I ventured to mention your 


name, to ſpeak of you (not equal to your 


merits) but in ſuch terms as made Mrs. 


Fro cen acknowledge with a ſigh, that i it 


would be happineſs indeed to have Eliza 
recommended to your notice z for, added | 
ſhe, the patronage of an amiable and vir- 
tuous woman, would greatly help to pro- 
tect my daughter from inſults of every 
kind; and yet, Mr. Townſend, how can. 
we, unfriended and unknown, expect ſuch 
* favor?“ I could only aſſure her again, 


that you was all goodneſs and condeſcen- 


tion, and that I would mention their ſitu- 
ation to you. 1 have now embraced the 


firſt opportunity of ſo doing, and muſt 
leave you to act as you think proper; to 


you 


acquaint Mr, and Miſs Hervey, or not, as 
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you pleaſe—but I know you would pity * 
and eſteem the gentle Eliza,” 


- Ah, | Maria, che curate ſpoke in a tone 
and manner that plainly. proved he was 


not unintereſted 1 in ng: ſp of ihe falr Hi- 


bernian. 


FOR will | readily ſuppoſe that my pity 
was excited, and that I promiſed to do all : 
I could. Townſend then took his leave; 


with a ſerene: fatisfied countenance and ten 
thouſand thanks. 


of 


To Laurentia 1 imparted every SHlable 
that the curate had uttered, and ſhe i im- 
mediately conſented to accompany me to 
Mrs. Eitzowen' sj in ſhort, we determined 
to go that very evening. The chaiſe was 


ordered, and my uncle Call aſtoniſhment) 
handed us into it. 


Ww e fpped before we came to the 
door, which, from Townſend's deſcription, 
5 2 was 


* 
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was eaſily diſtinguiſhed. Mrs. Fi itzowen 
; herſelf came forward to receive us, and 
Laurentia apologized for intruding on her 
retirement; mentioned the curate, and 


told her our names. The poor woman 


bluſhed, trembled, and for ſome moments 


was at a loſs to reply. She then endea- 


voured to make acknowledgements for 
our condeſcenſion and invited us into the 


_ | 


is. : was there, Ws muſt Have heard 
all that had paſſed. Mrs, Fitzowen ſaid, it 
was almoſt unneceſſary to ſay, that was 


her daughter. There was a ſweetneſs in 
her countenance that could not fail of i in- 


tereſting. I advanced towards her, and 
taking her hand, hoped we ſhould be better 


acquainted, Her-eyes ſpoke far more 1n- 


telligibly than.her * 


When we were ſeated a kind of auk- 
ward filence prevailed ; we had come thi- 
| va | | ther 
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1 with benevolent intentions, büt we 
know not how to make them * 


— 


Tile" wa a dr of dignity in Mrs 


Fitzowen, which made Laurentia fearful 


of offending. However, ſhe at length 
began, by ſaying, ſhe felt extremely for 
the ſituation of à mother who was left as 
Mrs. Fitzowen appeared to be, with a 
daughter, whoſe education and accom- 
pliſhments entitled her to reſpect and at- 
tention; but who, from perhaps accidental 


circumſtances, was thus thrown into ob- 


ſcurity, and tbo often conſidered by men 


of the world, as proper objects of their 


purſuit. Lavrentia ſtopped, and although 
both mother and daughter aſſented by a 


ſtarting tear, to the truth of the remark, 


yet they ſeemed unwilling to interrupt her, 
and ſhe proceeded. — Ir is very much my 


wiſh to render your ſituation more com- 


fortable; tell me, my dear Madan, how 


1 may beſt do ſo? For I greatly fear by 
TO your daughter an aſylum, I may 
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deprive you of your chief A Her 


company. 1% e 


Mrs. Firzowen aroſe from her chair, her 


eyes were raiſed to heaven, ſhe claſped har 
hands together, and then ſat down again. 
Eliza flew: to her mother, + I éwill not 
leave you, ſaid the ſweet girl.“ Les, 

replied Mrs. Fitzowen, with a. emo- 
tion, © my gratitude almoſt overpowered 


me, you muſt indeed accept the generous. 
offer of Miſs Hervey, I ſhall ſee you 


ſometimes, Eliza.” © Nay, then, ſaid 


Laurentia, who could no longer ſuppreſs 


her tears, © You ſhall not be parted, I 
will have you both; and either take Eliza 


with me now, or leave her here till your: 
affairs are ſettled, and you can come we 


cher to Berry-Wood. ep: F<, 


| Nor to tire you, Maria, with a repe- 
tition of all that paſſed by way of thanks, 
it was agreed that Eliza ſnould remain 


with her mother or” the preſent, and if Mr. 
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Tankre became troubleſome by his viſits, 
he was to be ſent to us immediately. 


We reached home before it was quite 


dark, and at ſupper related the adventure 
to my uncle, who thought the affair ought 
to be farther ſeen into, before they were 
admitted as members of the family; there 


was an air of myſtery which did not by 
any means ſatisfy him, and he ſaid, Mrs. 
Fitzowen ſhould explain how ſhe came 


into ſuch a ſituation.“ 


Laurentia was ſurpriſed that her brother 
ſhould think any caution neceſſary; as ſhe 
had no doubt but unmerited misfortunes 


had prompted both mother and daughter 


to retire in diſguſt ane an W 
world. | f 


6 ] do not wiſh to check benevolent 


intentions, ſaid my uncle, nor have 1 any 
objection to your aſſiſting theſe people at 
4 diſtance; but I muſt full n that 
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you ſhould know who and what they, are, 
before you make them the companions of 
yourſelf and Eglantine—you are both un- 
ſuſpicious, and therefors more mae to 
impoſition,” | 


- Laurentia could not be convinced it 
was poſſible for any fraud to exiſt in the 
preſent inſtance — and ſo we wiſhed fach 
other good Neu 


Ades. 


open LETTER XVII, 


\HE next day. we aan thet fol- 
lowing letter, which Was een 


to rene; 


% Dear Madam, 


J cannot think. of accepting your 
$ ver aden and benevolent offer, 
« without 


BF. 
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er without firſt acquainting you of every: 

* part of my hiſtory; and notwithſtanding 

« 1 may lay myſelf open to much cenſure 
by revealing my own imprudence: yet, 

« when J have diſclofed the unfortunate 

tc circumſtances that have attended me 
« ſince, I fall, at leaſt, be certain of ex- 
« citing your pity ; and ſhould you at laſt 
deem me unworthy your future notice, 
« truſt this letter will be buried in ob- 
* livion, and the unhappy writer ſoon f 
« be — 
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5 e een to ſay, I am x 
native of Ireland, My father was a. 
* gentleman, and held an advantageous 
e place under the Earl of - „when 
% he was Lord Lieutenant of that King 
« dom. My own mother died ſbon after 
I was born, and my father having mar- 
&© ried again, had a large family by his. 
« ſecond wife. I foon began to experi- 
ence the difagreeable effects of the par- 
tiality my morher-in-law always ſhewed 
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to her own children; yet my father was 
cc juſt enough not to make any eee 
in our education,” 


1 We had — in the houſe, and 
ec maſters to attend us at home. My ap- 
titude to learn gave me a ſuperiority 
* over Harriot, my next ſiſter, (Who was 
not more than two years younger than 
myſelf) that greatly diſpleaſed our 
ec mother; and Mrs. Maxwell (our go- 
« yerneſs) by way of ingratiating herſelf 
into favor, endeavoured to keep me as 
& backward-as poſſible. 
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« As I grew older, I became every 

c day more ſenſible, how much depended 
cc on my own. exertions ; and how little 
CI had to expect from the good offices of. 
« others ; yet the families that viſited us 

«© were particularly civil. to me, though it 
Was very apparent that I was neglected 
by my mother, who never ſuffered me 
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4 to be ſo well br as her own i daugh- 


. e 


* Soon after I was turned of fifteen,' a 

* Mr. and Mrs. Charnock, who had 

, always expreſſed a friendſhip for me, 

« (from the knowledge they had of my: 

« own mother) were very urgent with my 

« father to let me accompany them to. 

C England, en they ot: IO: 
« the winter. 4. . 
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Ro « This FRO. being granted, I pre- 
4 pared for my journey with heartrfelt ſa-- - 
< tisfaction; and left home without ex- 
« periencing that tender regret,, which is: 
4 ſo natural to young people, when they» 
« firſt part from their parents, or thoſe- 
« who have had the charge cf. their- 
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“The Charnocks were poſſefied of a 
very large fortune; they were of che 
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"of 


Romiſm perſuaſion, but their zeal: was | 


1 ſuppoſed to be modes, l 


ce M. Celon, a Gans refided con- 
C ſtantly in the family, and acted in the 


capacity of prieſt. — he attended us co 


England, and was conſulted on every 


occaſion. During our reſidence in 


London, I was the happieſt of human 
beings. Freed from the mortifications 


and diſappointments I had been forced 


to ſuſtain, (I may ſay) from my cradle, 
the contraſt afforded me double ſatis- 
f faction. * Mrs. Charnock was fond of 


pleaſure, and made a point of taking 


© me to every place of public diverſion; 


perhaps ſhe was not ſorry to have that 


excuſe, as her huſband was of à more 


« retired · diſpoſition, and fiequently ex- 
| Sue nel from men of Our Par- 0 


ties. 


— » 


970 Wa I have been long paſt my prime, 
| * have quite relinquiſhed the world, 
N g 3 you 
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0 you will perhaps excuſe my vanity if 

« I fay, my figure was once attractive, 

« and the flattering attention I received 

* in all companies not a little contributed 

„to increaſe that vanity. However, 

4 hen the time arrived that was fixed for 

our return to Ireland, I was ſtill in poſ- 

4 ſeſſion of my heart, which had remained 

untouched amidſt all the buſy and be- 
406 A | dN I had engaged. in,” 
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51286 Mrs. ade was become too fond 
«to think of parting with me; ſhe ſtill 
« detained me at a ſeat of theirs, a few 
miles from Dublin, and the fudden 
death of my father, occaſioned her to 


„make me the offer of living conſtantly 
WH with them.” 
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10 My own mother's fortune was £2000 
« which had been ſettled ſo, that I came 
« into the immediate poſſeſſion of it on 
the deceate of my father.“ 
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* My mother-in-law and her children 
« were not ſo well provided for, having 


« lived. nearly up to their income; but 
« having relations in Scotland, from 


«. whom. they had ſome expectations, 


« they leſt Ireland as ſoon as their affairs 
were ſettled, and went to reſide near 


Gl ebe 


* n will not by | ſippoſed Rm my 8 
« was very immoderate, or laſted very. 
long from this event. 


&« father, and was greatly ſhocked on re- 


« ceiving the account of his death ; but 


it ſoon wore off, and my natural viva. 
at. city ROI jp F529 | 


mn 


« ] continued in the fame ſituation 


te rather more than two years, without 


« any circumſtance- occurring that is 
« n the relation,” "2% 
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I had loved my 
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© man named Carrol, who was received 


cc into the houſe, and introduced to all 


the neighbouring families as a phyſician; 
c at the ſame time he officiated at maſs. 
«. His perſon was handſome, and he had 


<«, reccived every advantage that a good 
tc education, improved by travelling 
c could give; his manner appeared to 


« me faſcinating beyond what J had ever 


“ met with before. In a very ſhort time 
c] felt uneaſy at his abſence, and anxious 


“ to obtain his approbation.“ 


I was nominally a proteſtant, but had 
neyer made religion any part of my 
« ſtudy. When very; dung 1 had been 
« ſometimes at churclf with my liſters, 


and had likewiſe been told that it would | 


« be wicked to turn Roman Catholic. 


© But I had not ſeriouſly conſidered. the 
« ſubje&t. — Tis true, Mrs. Charnock 


cc had at times talked to me on the neceſ- 


ct ſity of being received into their church; 


* *. that ſalvation. belonged to no other; 
* c but 
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but our converſations were generally 


interrupted, or rather changed; by a 


diſſertation on dreſs, or ſome new 


ſcheme for a party of pleaſure, and as 


J had frequently been preſent at maſs, 


and entirely neglected going to any 
other place of public worſhip; perhaps. 
ſhe thought the ſlight prejudices I had 
received in my education world inſen- 
ſibly wrar off, and therefore it was not 
worth while to importune me on the 


ſubject; but aſter Pr. Carrol had been 


with us a few months, Mrs. Charnock 


gave him a hint, to have a lictle talk 
with me in private; expecting that his 


reaſons would have more weight With 


« Alas! Carrol was too experienced — 


cc 


ec 


and rftead ot endeavouring to ſer my 
affections on things above, he took un- 
common * to make them centre 


too * 'p a man of che world not to 
nſelf of theſe opportunities; 


cc in 
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in. himſelf, He ſoon began to plead 
_ « the cruelty of his ſituation, calling him- 
« ſelf wretched in the extreme—his heart 
was fallen a ſacrifice to my charms, 
and yet he was forbidden to aſk my 
* hand, he only entreated my compaſſion, 
/ « eee for my ort 


＋ 


* 


« This bel 1 Ws was en 3 

N « my vivacity forſook me—1 became as 
« wretched as he was. The: ſerious turn 
« of my countenance after theſe little 
« private conyerſations, and the penſive- 
«nels. of my aſpect, was miſtaken by 
ce the Charnocks for the effect, which the 
arguments of Dr. Cazrol had made on 
* my mind; and they flattered themſelves 
e ſhould very ſoon become a convert 
« and ſo I did. but not to the force of 
religious truths. The artful prieſt at 
* length perſuaded me, that if, I would 
ce conlent to a private marriage, and faith- 
* fully keep the ſecret, till he came in 
9 ra. of a large fortune, (which he 
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was in daily expectation of from the 
death of an uncle) he himſelf would 


abjure the Romiſn 5 and pub- 
0 own me as his wit 


as ba 


Blind to the dies of ſuch an 
event, and borne away by the ardency 
of my affection for him, in a fatal mo- 
ment I yielded to his repeated entrea- 
ties, and promiſed to be M guided 


— 


| yy his II?” | : 


„ Ahl my er Madam, can you R | 


any palliation for my conduct? Can 


you forgive the wretch who thus con- 
ſented to anwunlawful marriage; and 
forgot what ſne owed to her beſt friend? 
Will your goodneſs allow me to plead 
I judged the 
hearts of others by my own, and it 
never knew deceit, till painfully taught 


by Carrol. — Perhaps the arguments 


made uſe of by him, have been repeated 
* a | thouſand unguarded victims be- 
te, 


* fore. My fatal partiality and mif- 
+00 placed confidence alone prevented me 
602 from een the nee of them.“ 


. 1 had never contated. a friendſhip 
de with any one of my own age; I knew 
te not à creature to whom I might un- 
r boſom myſelf, and by their advice been 
ce warned of my danger — for I will not 


& erful was the aſcendency Carrol had 
e acquired over me, that I had not reſo- 
lation to withſtand his fond perſua- 
ſions.” & 4 


©. ceremony ſhould take place at a neigh- 
c bouring village. Carrol was to engage 
ce a clergyman, in whom, he aſſured me, 
« we might place unlimited confidence.” 


<« The evening preceding the day fixed 
G for this hk hs I aſked Mr. Charnock 
by 10 0 
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ec pretend to deny, but that at the very 
c time I feared I was wrong; yet ſo powW- 


It was agreed between us that the 
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to ſpare me a man and rwo horſes, to go 


CC 


40 


ce 


— \ 


# . 


to Dublin the next morning, as I wiſhed 
to ſee an old ſervant of my father's 
that was lately married, and I had ſome 
trifles to give her towards houſe-keep- 
ing. No objections being made, Car- 
rol immediately ſtarted and ſaid, talk- 


ing of Dublin put him in mind of an 
engagement he had for chat very even- 


ing; having promiſed to meet a gen- 
deman on buſineſs, which had unfor- 


tunately eſcaped his memory till that 


moment. What could he do? Twas 


only five miles, and a fine night, he 


thought he might venture to walk. — 
Mr. Charnock rung the bell, and 


ordered, a horſe to be ſaddled inſtantly. 


Carol thanked him, and faid, perhaps 
he Er be at home WI my 
the next OMe: | 


Tis impotſible to deſcribe what paſſed 


<c 


EC 


in my boſom while this ſhort conver- 
ſation laſted, My mind miſgave me; 
\ cc and 


he, do finiſh it for me. 


LAUREN T IA. J 


and I was on the point of diſcovering 


the Whole affair to Mrs. Charnock, 
| (who was readily promoting our ſcheme, 


little thinking of the ruin that await- 
ed me) but I was with-held by ſome 
malignant power; a falſe ſhame ſealed 


my lips, and when I caſt my eyes to- 
wards the man that was plotting my 
deſtruction, his fine perſon and eloquent 


countenance ſpoke ten thouſand tender 


8 things in his behalf. He bid us adieu, 
and as he left the room ſaid, I ſhall very 


probably ſee you, Miſs N in 


«© 'Dublin, to morrow.“ 


« Mr. Charnock had a an pam- 
phlet in his hand, his eyes were tired 
with reading, yet he wiſhed to know 


how it would conclude. Sophia, faid 


J took the 


book and read a few ſentences. I do 
not underſtand you, my dear, read that 
laſt paſſage over again.” Nothing could 
have Nen intereſting to me at that 
| e time 
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ec I retired to my chaniber under much 
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time, or have entirely engaged my at- 
tention; but the dry ſubject of politics 
was the leaſt of all calculated to ſteal a 
ſingle thought from the important event 
of the morrow. I acquitted myſelf ſo 
ill, that the good man's patience . was 


exhauſted ; and he could not help-ex- - 


claiming, with ſome degree of peviſh- 


neſs, Women can read nothing well 


© but Plays hd Net 


perturbation ſleep would not befriend. 


me; and when the grey dawn ap- 


proached, I was ſtill imploring the aid 


of gentle ſlumbers, but implored in 


vain — notwithſtanding which, I re- 


mained 1 in bed 'till near nine o clock, 
; and went down to breakfaſt diſ e 
and fad. 4 


cc „ Mrs, . oblerved 1 did not 
look well, but concluded, a ride would 
be of ſervice; and deſired me not to 


« hurry 


cc 


* 


oe haben myſelf, as the - horſes 3 not 
ebe wanted; and I might, I I pleaſed, 
cc keep: them till che erching; 


en 2 l 
N Sie 


0e eee nce occurred to 
< raiſe a, difficulty in my way, and by 


cc poltponing, give. me time to recover 
40 wee 


by When! arrived at the houſe of Suſan 
4 Price, (the ſervant I before mentioned) 
« ], diſmounted, and ordered the man who 
6; attended me, to go to an inn with the 
40 horſes, and I would ſend to him when 
« ] withed to return.“ 


— 


<< In about half an 1 Carrol came, : 


- and telling Suſan that I would eat a 
< mutton chop with her at three o 'clock, 


cc. being engaged till that time, ſhe ap- 
* peared well fatisfied, and highly Pleaſed. ; 


by. with the ſuppoſe honor.” 
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«© We walked out of the city, a chaiſe 
was waiting, which drove us to P—, 
and ſtopped at a very old houſe; indeed 
it had- ſcarce the appearance of being 
inhabited—yet there it was that the pre- 
tended clergyman, the friend of Carrol, 
waited to receive us. The bare re- 
membrance of that place, even now, 
makes me ſhudder with horror. 
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| ce] was handed out of the carriage, and 1 
i conducted into a large room, miſerably 
i furniſhed ; the clergyman was intro- Þ 
| duced to me, as a Mr. Haly — he was 
0 5 young, and rather handſome than other- 
IF wiſe: an old woman likewiſe attended. . 
| {4 A prayer-book being produced, Mr. 4 
| Haly was going to begin the marriage 
| | ceremony, | ſtopped him, and expreſſed | 
| my ſurprize at ſuch proceeding, for I 1 
| l had been led to expect that I was to 5 
| g be married in a regular way, at church, 4 , 
f nor had 1 any idea that we ſtopped at _ ; 
j | « that 
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LAURENTIA. as 
that houſe for any other purpoſe than to 


© wait *till- every thing was ready.“ 


J vas then aſſured by both Carrol and 
Haly, that it was impoſſible - the riſque 


would be too great, and that our mar- 


riage in the place we then were, would 
be juſt the ſame in the eyes of Heaven, 
as if performed in a church; I ſhould 


have a certificate from Haly, and the 


moment Carrol became an independent 
man, if I wiſhed it, he would marry me 
again, in the face of the whole world.“ 


“J had gone too far to retract, and 
really plighted my vows with heart- felt 
ſincerity. to the man who was triumph- 
ing in my credulity. Ks 


© The old woman officiated as father, 
and gave me away, and afterwards wiſhed 
me a happineſs I never really enjoyed; 

for although, it was ſome time before I 
was fully aware of the deplorable ſitu- 
Volt E cc ation 


— 


\ 
74 LAURENTIA 
ce ation J had thrown myſelf into, yet 1 
« was ever uneaſy at the ſecret I had 
« ſworn to keep; and miſerably anxious 
cc for the time to arrive, when I might 
ce ſafely diſcloſe it.“ I 


« We returned to Dublin before the 
ce expiration of the time appointed, ſtaid 
cc a couple of hours at Suſan' „ and rode 
« home together.” "4 


« No queſtions were aſked, but thoſe I 

ce was enabled to anſwer with truth; and 

« Mrs. Charnock complimented me on 

ce the difference of my morning and even- 

« ing countenance. Alas! conſcious of = 

« my imprudence, my face was lighted | 

« up (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) with a 

ce fluſh between innocence and guilt, and 
© her EE it, only added ſtill PE 
IT tints.“ 


« A few weeks reconciled me in ſome 
ee degree, and I became tolerably cheer- 
te ful, though by no means happy.” 


| 


LAURENTIA, 


T5 
« Carrol's behaviour, when we were 
x alone, was tender and affectionate ; be- 
« fore company, and even in the preſence 
« of Mr. and Mrs. Charnock he was 
« more diſtant than formerly — he, how- 
« ever, could eaſily perſuade me to think 
* he was perfectly right, whatever mode 
* of conduct he might chuſe to adopt in 
« public ſo long as I was convinced I 


« poſſeſſed his affections I was con- 
ec tented.” 1 


4 had been a wife ſeveral months 
te before I perceived that inconvenience 
« which attends private marriages, and 
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f « which awakened in my boſom the moſt 
d e painful ſenſations. I conſulted with 
2 <«. Carrol, who ſeemed diſtreſſed, but after 
nd ce a pauſe, he eftreated me to be per- 
Yer e fectly eaſy, as he would conſider and 

« form ſome plan to effectually ſave me 

from diſgrace. Very ſoon after he gave 
me *; me to underſtand, that Mr. and Mrs. 


«, Charnock had an inclination to viſit '$ 
5 E 2 « Italy © 
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Italy, and if he could prevail on them 
to finally determine on that ſcheme, it 
would be eaſy for me to find an excuſe 
to remain in Ireland during their ab- 


ſence; that I might retire to ſome vil- 


lage, and be taken proper care of 'till it 


Was ie for me to appear in public 
again.” : 


2 


"+6 los days and weary nights ſuc- 


La) 


cc 


cc 
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- cc 
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4e 


ceeded each other; J could not fix on 


any ſcheme that gave relief to my tor- 
tured imagination; I could form no 

plauſible pretext to be left behind, when 
the Italian tour was talked of. My 


ſituation became every day more con- 


ſpicuous, and T only wondered it was 
not perceived by N 


- 8 0 Charnock Feed 


ec Several little circumſtances contri- 
ce buted to prevent the intended tour from 


cc 


ce 


82 


taking place at the time Carrol ex- 
pected; and it was at laſt agreed to be 


deferred till a time, which I knew muſt 
« infallibly 


„ noon on e ee ts ca again 
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infallibly proctaim what I was ſo ſoli- 
* citous to conceal. I well knew, that 
if I betrayed the author of my diſtreſs, 


« his ruin muſt be inevitable; and to bear 


OJ 
* 


« the ſhame of becoming a mother with- 1 1 
« out daring to own a huſband, was 9 7 
« hard. Yet J determined to leave m Ii 
« friends, and ſubmit to whatever con- | 9 
« ſtruCtions they might put on my flight; | 4 k 


« thinking, that if the Charnocks ſhould 
«© refuſe to receive me again, I had a 
« ſmall independency that would ſave me 
« from want.” 


« Excuſing myſelf, therefore, from 
« going with the family to pay a dinner 
te viſit, at ſome diſtance, I employed the 
“ time at home in packing up what I 
conceived would be moſt neceſſary, and 
« then wrote a note to Suſan Price, deſi- 
e ring her to ſend a chaiſe to Mr. Char- 
6 nock's immediately. I added, no time 
was to be loſt, for my future happineſs 
E 3 « depended 


a 
A 


K 
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if depended on my getting away that 


«© evening—1 ſhould explain farther par- 
te ticulars when we met.“ 


o 


« J likewiſe left a note for Mrs. Char- 


© nock, intimating that it would be ſome 


« time before ſhe ſaw me again, and re- 
« quefting her to ſuſpend her judgment 
<« (ſtrange as my conduct might appear) 
*«« *till T was at liberty to exculpate myſelf. 
* Moments ſeemed ages till the chajſe 
« arrived. When it came, I was irreſolute, 


* and could ſcarcely ſummon courage to 


« go. One of the ſervants offered to 
<« attend me, but I refuſed, and with 
«trembling limbs ſtepped into the chaiſe. 


„ 1 drove to Suſan's houſe, and en- 
ec quired if ſhe could accommodate me 
c with lodging for one night, as I ſhould 


« leave Dublin the next morning. Being 


« anſwered in the affirmative, provided I 
te could put up with homely fare. I 
Fe went in, and calling the good creature 

cc alide, 


LAURENTIA 5 
« aſide, imparted-the fatal ſecret, con- 
'« cealing only the name of my huſband. 
« I conjured her to think for and aſſiſt 
«© me, promiſing to reward her liberally 
« if ſhe was faithful in my ſervice. She 
« agreed to what I propoſed, but could 
« form no plan herſelf. I ſent her in the 
© morning to order a chaiſe to wait for 
« us without the town, and diſguiſing 
« myſelf as much as I poſſibly could by 
« dreſs, I walked to it, accompanied by 
« Suſan. We deſired the driver to go on 
« to a village in the neighbourhood, and 

e ſtop at a ſmall public houſe, which 
I had noticed for neatneſs as I rode by 
it ſome months before — there we diſ- 
« charged the chaiſe, and Suſan fallied 
« forth to try if ſhe could find any place 
e that was likely to ſuit our purpoſe.” 


« ] waited her return with much 
« anxitety—ſhe came at laſt, and had been 
« at leaſt ſucceſsful in hearing of one; it 
was three miles from where we then 
=O "SS ec were 
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were, and ſituated at a diſtance from any 
other houſe. An old woman, who had 


lately buried her huſband, lived in it, 


ſhe had likewiſe two daughters with 
her, and as their circumſtances were 
not flouriſhing, it was ſuppoſed they 
would be glad to take a lodger.” 


© Thither I at once I determined to 


4 
60 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
| cc 
ec 
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cc 


cc 


go, but it was too far to walk; a horſe 


was the only conveyance we could pro- 
cure. I mounted, and Suſan walked 


by my ſide. The old woman, whoſe 
name was Mac Lean, received us very 
civily, and being informed of our buſi- 


neſs, readily conſented to all J required. 


She could ſpare me a chamber to my- 
elf, as her girls might ſleep with her; 
and ſhe gave me choice of the only two 
that were furniſhed — for the houſe was: 
old, and had more rooms in it than 
Mrs. Mac Lean made uſe of—ſhe like- 
wiſe undertook to nurſe me.“ 


« Suſan 


LAURENTIA. 


« Suſan went home after dinner, and. 


ce was to ſend my cloaths, which were left 
« at her houſe, promiſing to viſit me as 
« often as ſhe could, without raiſing ſuſ- 
cc picion.“ 


« 1 had not been | "ay that melancholy. 


« retirement. more than five days before. 
« ] became a mother, aſſiſted by no hu- 


« man being, but Mrs. Mac Lean and 


« the two young women. 


- OL 
>, 


« The moment 1 8 able to Todd 2 


« pen, I wrote to Carrol, informing him 
„ he had a daughter; and I deſcribed, 
ce with all the fondneſs of a mother, the 
« beauties.of my ſweet infant. I intreated: 


« to hear from, and if poſſible, to ſee 


« him, to know how my flight was con- 
e ſtrued; and told him, how he might 
« ſend to me; When Suſan came,, I gave. 
« her the letter, with direction, to get 
« 1t delivered privately to Dr. Carrol,, 
« Who. I. expected would be my friend,, 
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te and intercede with Mrs. Charnock for 
ce me, if he found ſhe was diſpleaſed with 
« my conduct.“ 


c To that letter I never had any an- 
ee ſwer, and ſoon after was forced to 
« ſuſtain the mortification of hearing (by 
« Suſan) that Mr. and Mrs. Charnock 
« accompanied by Carrol, - were abſo- 
te jutely ſet out for the continent — no 
« time fixed for their return, and ſervants 
” left at board wages.” 


'& Shocked beyond meaſure at this in- 
cc telligence, the anxiety of my mind 
* threw me into a fever, from which it 
46 Never, pleaſed Heaven to recover 
6c me.” 


Th. Before I ventured down ſtairs, a gen- 
« tleman earneſtly requeſted to ſee me. 
© J had taken the name of Browne, and 
ce being enquired for by that name, I in- 
et ſtantly concluded 1 it muſt be ſome friend 

cc « of 


LAUR ENT I A4. 23 
golf my huſband's, to whom he had 


« communicated it, and who. was now 

« come to bring me a letter, or inform- 
« ation of him. I therefore ordered the 
<« ſtranger to be admitted, and immedi- 
c ately recollected the clergyman. who 
c had married us. — My features 
cc fluſhed with Joy at ſeeing him, His 
« countenance was expreſſive of feeling; 
c he advanced, and in a low voice faid, 
« it gave him great concern to be the 
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« meſſenger of any thing that would be bi 

« diſagreeable to me, or for one moment 0 
« overcaſt the ſweet ſerenity of my face. my 
cc : 


J anſwered not, but liſtened attentively. 5 
« He ſeated himſelf near me, ſuppoſed: I 
% had heard that the Charnocks were 
gone to Italy. Carrol was ungrateful, 
« and went with them; *twas hardly pro- 
te bable I ſhould ſee them again.“ 
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« Mrs. Charnock had ſuſpected the 
« motive of my abrupt departure, and 
« never having perceived that I was par- 

E 6 „„ ticularly 
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* ticularly attached to any gentleman, 
te ſhe had haſtily concluded, I had per- 
te mitted the familiarity of ſervants, and 
cc as haſtily declared, ſuch uncommon 
cc depravity ſhould: never enter her houſe 
e any more—nor indeed. was it expected. 
.« they would return to Ireland for ſome 
< few _ 
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ce Situated as I then was, the thoughts 
cc of not ſeeing Mrs. Charnock again, was. 
by no means grievous to me, I was ſo. 
<> doatingly. fond of my little Eliza, that 
I could never. have prevailed: on myſelf. 
cc to leave her, could. I have been re- 
© inſtated in my. former ſituation; with-- 
& out the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion (of the reaſon. 
«© why. I had quitted it) ever being hinted: 
« at by my acquaintance. That conſider- 
«© ation enabled me to bear, what other- 


ce wiſe muſt have deprived. me of my 
e ſenſes.“ | 
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Fg 


« But ©have you no letter, no meſſage 


« from my huſband?” exclaimed I. Alas 
* none.“ — We were both ſilent. — The 
wretch took my hand, and dropping on. 
one knee, Carrol is unworthy of you 
Forgive me,. moſt lovely Sophia, I too. 
have been acceſſary to your ruin; but 
if you can pardon, my future life ſhall 
be dedicated to your will, it ſhall indeed 
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Cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
ce 
CL 
cc 
cc 
cc 
4 
c. 
cc 
cc 
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atone for the wrong I have done you. 


Carrol perſuaded me to perſonate a cler. 


gyman.“ 


rupted I. 


And are you not one, inter- 
J am, unfortunately, in the- 


ſame predicament that he was, returned 
he, but oh, do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve, Jam incapable of acting as he 
has done — ſeducing innocence and 


then deſerting it? 


hs Oh, you are capable of any thing; 
retorted I, if you could knowingly 


aſſiſt in ſuch a-baſe plot; nor could you 


<. propoſe any WR to yourſelf from 
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c one of her ſervants was the father of my” 
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© my miſery—miſery which I muſt now 
« ſuſtain for the remainder of my life.” 


© In ſhort, Madam, I by degrees be- 
t came acquainted with the extent of 
« CarroPs villainy. Twas he that per- 
« ſuaded Mrs. Charnock to believe, that 


ce infant. T was he that perſuaded them 
te to leave Ireland; and no doubt, conti- 
te nually incenſed them againſt me“. 


A . 


«© Haly knew all, and ſuppoſed (from 
re his own corrupt heart) that I ſhould 
*« conſent to receive his viſits. — Re- 


de proaches and tears were plentifully 
« beſtowed on this vile abettor of my 
cc 


ſhame, (for he told me, that even the 
c certificate of my falſe marriage had 
te been ſtolen from me by Carrol.) 1 
declared, if he did not inſtantly depart, 
« or if he ever dared to attempt ſeeing 
te me again, I would publiſh my ſtory to 
« all the world, and effectually expoſe 
us the 
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| the Practices of him and his Ades 


companion. 


Wr trying every argument which 


he thought might ſooth, and finding 
them ineffectual, he took himſelf away; 


nor. did he ever trouble me more after 
he had received a denial from Mrs; 


Mac Lean, (according to my direction) 
© who refuſed him admittance, on his 
once attempting to come into the 
houſe, I reſolved to continue in ob- 


ſcurity, and to dedicate- my rime and 


attention to my child, to educate her 


(as far as I was able) and to ſtore her 


mind with better perogpts than had 
been inſtilled into mine.? __ 
* 


« The {2,000 (I before mentioned). 


was at intereſt at 5 per Cent. I had 
likewiſe ſaved ſome money, which 
more than defrayed the extraordinary 
expences I had lately been at. I there- 


fore furniſhed another room in Mrs. 
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Mac Lean's houſe, and ſent for the ret 
* of my cloaths and books (which Mrs: 
© Charnock had ordered I ſhould have if 
« ] dernanded.): I had leifure for every 
“ thing, and heartily repented of my in- 
« diſcretion — yet I was really happier; 
more compoſed and reſigned, than I 
© had ever been fince my firſt acquaint- 
ec ance wich Carrol had commenced.” 


*] remained ten years a lodger of Mrs. 
c Mac Lean's, and had the ſatisfaction of 
& obſerving every improvement in my 
c daughter, that I could poſſibly . for 
« jn ſuch. a ſituation.” 


15 I had lived very 1 and never 
« quite expended my income, laying by 
te à little every year, in order to purchaſe: 
« future advantages for Eliza.“ 


c The Charnocks had been once in 
Ireland, during that period, but made 
4 only a ſhort ſtay ther called on Suſan 

Price 


ec 
cc 


cc 


c 


A 


cc 


a 


A, 


cc 


c 


fv 


ec 


* 


cc 


(0 
cc 


cc 


_ - 


6c 


cc 


LAUKENTTA - 


Price to enquire what was become of 
me—ſhe obeyed my inſtructions, and 
gave them no ſatisfactory anſwer.” 


ce. In ten years I hoped my ſtory would 


be forgotten, (which it is natural to 


ſuppoſe made ſome talk at the time) 
and for the ſake of my girl, I took 


lodgings in Dublin, ſending her to a 


good day-ſchool, that ſhe might have 
an opportunity of learning to dance. I 
ſtill kept very private, nor once at- 
tempted to gain any acquaintance,” - 


— 


« The change was of advantage to 


Eliza, whoſe manners gradually po- 
liſhed as ſhe affociated with other 
children. A fit of illneſs when ſhe was 


fourteen, determined me to again ſettle 
in the country.“ 


« I accordingly removed to a village, 
where I had comfortable apartments, 
& and; 
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„ LAURENTIA. 
1 Hes + La where my dear girl's health was 
| . « ſoon re-eſtabliſhed.” | 
« A few genteel families in that neigh- 
#} © bourhood began to notice us at church, 
F « and in time called at our lodgings, and 
Wi « invited us to their houſes, Eliza's per- 
5 © ſon was admired, and 1 trembled with 
We: « apprehenſion whenever ſhe was parti. 
Ma te cutariſed by any gentlemen, yet I could 
bl « not. conſtantly. refuſe the invitations we 
* received. 
1 cc A Mr. Bevan, who was nephew to 
ul « an old lady that had been very civil to 


3 « us, began to call oftener than I liked ; 
k « I could not hope that he would marry 
„ my daughter, and I was afraid he might 
embitter her future peace, by engaging 
« her affections. She was turned ſeven- 
« teen—'twas a dangerous age. I had no 
« method of extricating myſelf, and 
det faving her, but by leaving the place. 
fHearing that Mr. Charnock was dead, 
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« and his widow returning to Ireland, 
« accompanied by Dr. Carrol, who had 
« acquired ſuch an influence over her, 
te that every thing was conducted accord- 
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ing to his will — made me ſtill more 1 
determined to quit my ſituation and we 1 
« concluded on coming to England, and | ; 
« if we found it agreeable, to finally ſettle * 
«© tkere: on: | 9 
1 1018 | 9 
« We arrived in London, where I = . 
« had: made a very different figure ſome | 3B 
« years before. I did not remain there ; ® 
« long, but was recommended to the N te 
« cottage I now occupy by a reſpectable f | an 
< tradeſman, whom I applied to. Here | 4 i 
«© we have been ſome months, and illneſs I 
c had confined us at home till the even- | M 
« ing Eliza met with Mr. Townſend ; i 8 6 
© from which time you have already 8 
© been acquainted with every circum- 3 


« ſtance that has befel us. And I have 
« now only to pray that I may not, by 
thus ſatisfying the ſcruples of my own 
ce conſcience, 
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 LAURENTI A. 


conſcience, give you reaſon to judge 
me utterly unworthy of that patronage 


you offered us before you knew our 
RI 


«© Condeſcend at leaſt to honor us with 
your advice, for by only pointing out 
a path, in which we might walk with 
ſome degree of ſafety, you would for 
ever endear your memory to the un- 
fortunate, and claim our daily prayers. 
'Tis an obligation that could never * 
forgotten by, 


« Dear Madam, 


« Your already obliged, and moſt 
< grateful humble Servant, 


« SopaT A FITZOWEN.” 


* 


LETTER 


LAUkEENTYIA a 
LETTER XIX. 


H E greater part of Mrs. Fitzowen's 
letter being read to my uncle, oc- 
caſioned ſome animadverſions, not much 
in favor of the Romiſh clergy ; and how- 
ever he might in reality pity the ſitu- 
ation of that lady, he diſcovered no in- 
clination for her company at Berry- 
wood. But obſerving the unwilling- 
neſs of Laurentia to give up any plan 
ſhe had once formed, he propoſed fitting 
up a ſmall houſe, that is ſituated at the 
extremity of the wood, which for a tri- 
fling expence might be made very com- 


fortable ; and the people who are now in 


it, as well accommodated elſewhere ; they 


having leave only t to make uſe of it for 2 
ſhort time, 
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Twas a ſcheme that gave ſatisfaction 
to both, as we could then ſee Eliza every 
day if we pleaſed. But then it could not 
be effected in a moment, and Laurentia 
was impatient till ſhe had done ſomething 
to contribute to their comfort. Orders 
were however immediately given, and an 
anſwer ſent to Mrs. Fitzowen's letter, in 
which the offer of the houſe was made. 
| She accepted it with grateful joy. 

I know not but the ardor with which 
Laurentia engages in this affair, and the 
pleaſure ſhe apparently takes, in endea- 
vouring to give every thing about .this 
faid houſe the appearance of neatneſs and 
gentility, may be of ſervice to her, and 
by diverting her mind, be the means of 
reſtoring her health. 


We have paid another viſit to Mrs. 
Fitzowen's cottage, and carried both her 
and Eliza to ſee their new habitation, — 
The delight which ſparkled in their eyes 
| on 


LAURENTIA, | 


knowing that they were to be ſo near to 
us, may be better conceived than de- 
ſcribed they ſaid every thing that ought 
to be ſaid to teſtify their gratitude, but 


they felt too much to be very prolix in 
their profeſſions. 


| On our return, my uncle met us with a 
- ſmile, ſaying © I have a ſtranger to pre- 
ſent, but I hope his appearance will not 
agitate my ſiſter — it is one ſhe always 
eſteemed, and whoſe fate ſhe had long 
been ignorant of.” „Is it poſſible? Can 

it be Louis Darnley ? Gracious heavens! 
Where is he?” Exclaimed Laurentia, in 
one breath, ſhe could utter no more—the 
remembrance of what had paſſed almoſt 

- overpowered her ; ſhe ſprung into the par- 


lour, ſunk into the firſt chair, and again 
aſked, «© Where is he * 


We were at firſt rather alarmed at 1 1 


and 


93 
on beholding ſuch a pretty place, and 


manner, but ſhe ſoon: recovered herſelf 
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A 
and became perfectly calm. My uncle 


wiſhed ſhe would not ſee Darnley (for it 
was really him) juſt at preſent. She ac- 


quieſced, and retired to dreſs for dinner. 


The moment Laurentia's back was 
turned, I intreated to be introduced to 
my old friend, for though I had no per- 
ſonal recollection of him, his attention 
during my childheod, now merited my 
thanks. Son 


My uncle led me into the library, 
where he had abſolutely locked up Darn- 
ley, who roſe at our entrance, and who 


was evidently diſappointed in the object 


preſented yet, recovering himſelf with a 
tolerable grace, he paid ſome compli- 
ments on the improvement of my perſon, 


which are not proper to be repeated. He 


looked pale and ematiated, but his eyes 
are uncommonly fine; and when I told 
him he would ſee Laurentia (on his aſking 

| about 
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about her) at dinner, 1 thought his coun- 
| tenance med a more cheerful . 


When they * met, I was aſtoniſhed 
at Laurentia's compoſure, for ſhe received 
Darnley with a friendly warmth, but with- 
out any viſible emotion. I. cannot but 
think ſhe did herſelf ſome violence on 
the occaſion — however ſhe was certainly 
right in ſo doing. 


While the ſervants were in waiting, the 


converſation was (of courſe) general; but 


when they withdrew, and the cloth was 
removed, Laurentia could no longer ſup- 

preſs her deſire to be informed, how 
Darnley had paſſed his time ſince he leſt 


England. She began, by remarking, that 
« He muſt have been a ſpectator of va- 


rious ſcenes ſince ſhe ſaw him laſt; and 
ſhe hoped few were of ſo melancholy a 


nature as thoſe he had witneſſed in her 
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= LAURENTIA. 
Darnley replied, © Perhaps it might 
have the appearance of ingratitude to let 
his ſituation remain ſo long ſecret to a 
family, from whom he had received fuch 
great and repeated favors; yet his heart 
acquitted him of being intentionally guilty 
of fo great a crime ; — for no length of 
time, or variety of climate, could ever 
obliterate from his mind the der reid cafe 
of his obligations.“ | 
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i < After the change, ſaid he, chat took 
[ER © place on the death of my dear and ho- 
wo cc nored friend, the: colonel, T determined 
16 cc not to rob his family of all that his ge- 
c“ nerous and noble ſpirit had bequeathed 
« me. Senſible that J had long been 
% an almoſt uſeleſs member of ſociety, 
and ſuffered thoſe talents: to lie dor- 
cc mant that nature had given me — I 
« thought it high time to exert my ſelf, 
« and when Mr. Gregory Hervey paid 
ee me my legacy, and ſomething in ad- 
e vance of the annuity, I reſolved that 
N. 4. e nothing 
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* nothing but the moſt extreme diſtreſs 
« ſhould ever compel me to accept of 
« any more.? 1 


« J ſoon found that Italy would not do 9 
« for me, my connexions were not of a 5 
« nature to bring me forward in the line 
I moſt wiſhed; and ſeveral diſagreeable 
« circumſtances in my father's family 
« not a little contributed to encreaſe my © 
<« chagrin.” 


of 
+ 


4 J had acquired in England a taſte 


1 for elegance and domeſtic. comfort. — 
3 « Alas! they were not to be met with in 
a cc. a land of ſlavery, where the lower ſort 
* « of people are ignorant and ſuperſti- 
« tious, the conſtant dupes of prieſtcraft, 
4 « and vaſſals of the great; and where the 
1 „ higher ranks in life are haughty and 
alf, « diſſolute, wholly given up to pleaſure.“ 
aid | it 
Tl But ſmall the bliſs that ſenſe alone beſtows, 


hat [ And ſenſual bliſs is all that nation knows, 
. : $14 22 . _ 
ws  F2 In 
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1a In florid beauty groves and fields appear, h 

| | Men ſeem the only growth that dwindles there. 
« Contrafted faults thro” all their manners reign, 
<« Tho? poor, luxurious; tho? ſubmiſhve, vain: 
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« And e' en in pennance, planing fſins'atiew.” 
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e ] ſtaid but a few months there, gave 
< the greater part of Colonel Hervey's 1 
« bounty to aſſiſt my brothers and fiſters, WF 
« reſerving only what J conceived would 
< be neceflary to defray the expences of 
< an Eaſt India Voyage, and ſupport me 
« for ſorhe months after I ſhould arrive I 
< at Bengal; by that means putting it 
6 out of A power to remain inactive or 


* Fortune was propitious. In going 
< over I got acquainted with people of 
« ſome conſequence, who were paſſen- 
ce ere in the ſame _ From the cap- 
« tain 


2 


& tain I likewiſe received many civilities, 
© and was no ſooner landed than my new 
« friends made a point of. recommending . 
« me to others, who in their turn helped 
« me forward; ſo. that I had very ſoon ſuf- 
. « ficient employment, for which I was 

« liberally rewarded, even beyond my moſt 
ce ſanguine expectations; and I perceived 
« it would be my own fault if I did not 
Y make a ne, 


* To acquire an independence was all 
« J aimed at, and that in a ſhort time 
* Providence enabled me to do.“ 


% But ſtill I remained in India ſome 
« years after my defires (in that way) 
« were amply gratified; yet I was not 
* ſuffered to be idle. My friends were 
« mportunate,. and ' obliged me to exer- 
« eĩſe my art, making me very handſome 
« preſents for what they then confidered 
as an —— 85 
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I had indeed but few inducements to 
ce leave a country, where I had acquired 
« ſo many friends. My native land had 
* no charms for me, and in England [ 
ce deſpaired of happineſs, : becauſe I feared 
{© it was denied to your family. I fhould 
e therefore moſt probably have ended 
te my days on the banks of the Ganges, 
</had I not had an opportunity of being 
<« ſerviceable to two very amiable young 
« women, by again viſiting this iſland.” 


* 


cc They were the daughters of an 
« Engliſh gentleman (a Mr. Clever) who 
« had been formerly in India, but whoſe 


e health did not permit him to ſtay long 


« enough to realize a fortune. They had 
cc been well educated, and indeed brought 
« up in a much higher ſtile than their 
« future proſpects in life warranted. — 
«© They had embarked with their mother, 
ce who had expended her all to pay for 
te their paſſage, and fit out her daugh- 
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ters to the beſt advantage. But he; 


poor woman, died on the voyage.“ 


: 16.6 he: youbg! ladies were conſigned to 


the care of Mr, Roberts, (a gentleman 
to whom I was under many obligations, 


and' whoſe houſe I happened to be at 


when they firſt landed.) He had been 
an intimate friend of their father's, and 
they were to be diſpoſed of in the ma- 


trimonial way according to his diſcre- 
tion.“ 


e The countenance of Miſs Clever 


ce Their perſons were elegant, but could 


5 


beſpoke a mind ill at eaſe, and Amelia 


(the youngeſt) ſeemed ſo affectionately 
attached to her ſiſter, that ſne perfectly 


ſympathized in every thing that diſ- 


treſſed or gave Harriot pain.“ 


not be called beautiful, yet their affa- 


| biliey; and ſxeetneſs impreſſed every 
; | F 4 . Bane 
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one with a favorable idea of their dif- 


cc 


cc 


poſitions.” 


„ Miſs Clever expreſſed” the” greateſt 


© repugnance . whenever any gentleman 


cc 


cc 
ce 


cc 


cc 


( 


cc 


<c 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


was named as a proper huſband for her. 


She declared, ſhe never could be happy 
55 


in ſuch a connexion, - without having 


time to obſerve the temper and incli- 
nations of the man, to whom ſhe was 


to vow perpetual obedience. 


« Amelia coincided in ſentiment with 


her ſiſter, and my friend, Mr. Roberts, 


Ce. 


apprehended he ſhould have more trou- 
ble in ſettling them, than is uſually 
given by ladies who ga to the India 
markets.” 

« My compaſſion was ſoon excited on 
their account, for 1'eafily perceived 
there was ſomething more than grief 
for the loſs of their mother, that occa- 


d ſioned thoſe tears I was ſometimes wit- 


15 neſs 
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ce neſs to; and I really thought Miſs 
«. Clever would have fainted, on Mr. 
«. Layton, (a gentleman of immenſe for- 
« tune) being introduced to her — ſhe 
© complained of a pain in her head, and 
cc retired as ſoon. as poſſible; nor could 


cc Amelia be derained. one moment after 
« her ſiſter. 


00 © The next a Mr. Wöbene had buſi- 
© neſs, that occaſioned his abſence for 
« ſeveral: hours, and I took an-opportu-- 
ce nity (after apologiſing for ſuch a free- 
« dom) to intimate to Harriot, that 
« ſuſpected ſome previous attachment 
ce gave riſe to that extreme reluctance, 
e ſhe ever diſcovered to receive the ad- 
« dreſſes of the gentlemen in the Eaſt; 
« if I gueſſed right, and ſhe: thought me 
« worthy her confidence, I would. render” 
e her every ſervice in my power; as per- 
\ haps her delicacy might be hurt at the 
e idea of making a confeſſion of the kind 
* Thineghar,; to. Mr. Roberts, who; though 

Es = * polkeſlect 


c 
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tc poſſeſſed of many valuable qualities, 

«. had not that ſoftneſs of diſpoſition fo 
te neceſſary to conduct affairs of the ma- 
« trimonial kind, to the ſatisfaction of an 
« amiable and ſenſible woman. 


La) 


« She looked at me with aſtoniſhment, 
« but her eyes brightened as ſhe gazed, 
and after a ſhort. ey ſhe thus ex- 
ec 


Re” herſelf.” 


oe To meet wich a diſintereſted friend 
t on this ſide the Atlantic, is more, much 
* more than I dared to hope. Vet I am 
© ſure I may believe you; and even to 
i“ open my mind, may perhaps. be. a re- 
ic lief, although you have it not in your 
<«, power to fulfil the offer you have ſo 
ce generouſly made. It is impoſſible for 
ce me to be happy in India little leis 
<. than force could ever have compelled- 
© me to leave England: Even had I no 
©« attachments there that detained my af- 
« das the bare idea of ſetting myſelf 
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out to ſale, and accepting the beſt 
bidder, ſhocks my delicacy more than 


can need 


" will inform you of every particular 
reſpecting myſelf, and begin with tell- 
ing you, that I was educated in a large 
cc ſchool near London, while Amelia was 


brought up more immediately under 
her mother's- eye; and during my fa- 
ther's ſtay in India, they both ſpent the 


greater. part of their time with an old 
lady, a. diſtant relation, who is ſince 
dead, but from whom we reaped no fur- 
ther advantage.“ 


« At ſchool I formed a friendlhip wick 


Louiſa Merton, whoſe father. held an 


advantageous place under government, 


and whoſe. views. reſpecting his. chil» 


- dren, were far. greater than I. fear. will! 


<«. be ever realiſed.” 
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J frequently ſpent the holidays at 
cc Kenſington, where Mr. Merton had a 
* handſome houſe, in which his family 
8 conſtantly e 


. Louiſa was the mis e but 
| 4 ſhe had four brothers, three of whom. 
bl. «. yere older than herſelf. - Philip, the 
ö e ſecond ſon, being of a ſtudious turn, 
cc was very much at home, and very im- 
< portunate with his father to conſent that 

« he ſhould take orders; but Mr. Merton. 

& had intended him for the army, where 

© his friends had great intereſt;. and when. 

cc. he found that the inclinations of his ſon 

& correſponded ſo little with his own, it 

ec gave him ſuch a diſguſt to the youth, 

&« that not all the great merit of Philip, 

© and, in every other reſpect, ready com- 
tc pliance with the will of his father, could 
& ever reſtore him to favor.” 


8 


«Louiſa was his only comfort, and from, 
64 her I was continually informed of all his 
| & troubles 


troubles indeed he was generally of our 
« little parties, and conſtantly attended us: 
64 when we walked our.” | 


e By degrees: my young heart began: 
4 to experience a. ſofter ſenſation than 
ce pity for this amiable youth, and. when. 
J quitted ſchool intirely, (which was on 
cc the arrival of my father in England) I. 
« ſtill kept up the acquaintance.” 


« Mrs. Merton dying ſoon after; the 


grief of Louiſa required the ſoothing: 


a, 
* 


aid of friendſhip, and I was requeſted 
« to ſpend ſome. months with her, till the 
« firſt emotions. ſhould ſubſide. 


hh Philip had been entered at Oxford, 
but it happening to be the vacation, he 
was at home, when 1 again returned to 
Kenſington, to comfort my friend. 


( 
cc 
( a 


cc: 


A 


<«. the public-offices, and. was very fre- 
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< quently abſent — the third was ſent to 
Calcutta; and the youngeſt ſtill at 


ſchool. Mr. Merton himſelf was much 
out, ſo that Louiſa, Philip, and I, ſpent 
our time in that way which beſt * 
our own. incl 


be We were all FREY of reading, and 


conſequently the greater part of the 
morning. was dedicated to it. | Our: 
ſtudy was not | confined to merely. 


French and Engliſh authors, for our 
young tutor endeavoured- to give us - 
© ſome idea of the Latin tongue, and F 


really made no-inconfiderable profici-- 
ency in that. language, Tis true, the: 
pleaſing manners of my inſtructor made 
me extremely deſirous of doing: him 
credit, and I took uncommon pains: 
to out-do. Louiſa, ſtudying with un- 


wearied application, every moment that 


could ſpare from my friend.“ 
** The 
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te The praiſes I received for my dili- 
c gence gave ſome pain to Louiſa, whoſe: 
tc emulation was great ſne determined 
ec to overtake me if poſſible, and was ſel- 
«. dom without a bock in her hand.” 


In an evening we ſometimes: recre- 
t ated ourſelves with a ramble in thoſe- 


Lad 
Ln) 


been. in England you muſt have: ſeen 
« andadmired) but as Loviſa had ſome: 
« loſt time to redeem ; ſhe often walked» 
e onwards,. and was abſorbed. in ſtudy; 
e while 1 was. ſupported by the arm of 
« Philip, and entertained with the. charms: 
« of converſation.” 


hes He ſoon. * to unfold a tender 
from: morn *till noon, from noon ' till 
' ſtars. themſelves had diſappeared, and 
were eclipſed by the ſplendors of the 


1 opening dawn. In ſhort, I gave myſelf 
'«c < up 


delightful gardens, (which if you have. 


_— how 
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c up to the pleaſing deluſion, nor ſuffered 
one thought of the difficulties that muſt 
te ariſe from an attachment of that nature 
(in the ſituation my lover ſtood in) to 
« diſturb my peace. I made uſe of no 
ec artifice, I had no reſerves, nor even at- 
* tempted to conceal how very dear he 
« was to me.. 


« Louiſa was the firſt that awakened: 
& my mind to a. ſenſe of pain—and ſhe 
& did it in the mildeſt terms that affection 
«. could ſuggeſt.. Had only her inclina- 
cc tions been conſulted, the molt fervent: 
cc wiſh of her heart would have been to 
cc call me ſiſter. But ſhe knew the diſ - 
64 poſition of her father, knew that Philip 
« was dependent on him, and had he even 
ce ſuſpected that his ſon would again dare 
ce to oppoſe his will, or preſume to think 
« Of a girl who had no pretenſions to 
« fortune, it was to be expected that his 
<« violence would be exceſſive, and per- 
Ws." "TEL « haps: 


: 
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« haps he might even deny Philip: the 


<« means to finiſh at Oxford. 


© Theſe” were painful truths, which 
ce yen I ſeriouſly reflected on, ſtung me 
<« to the quick, and convinced me I had 
«ated very imprudently, yet 1 had not 
cc re ſdlirtion to force myſelf from the dan- 
« gerous precipice — T trembled as T 
ce looked forward, but I uſed no endea- 
* yours to extricate myſelf.” 


«Pip bb eber ee a ſummons to 
« return hott: The health of my deat 
« father wis' dechining faſt, and little hope 
ce was entertained of his contitiving long 
« this was indeed. a ſevere ſtroke, and for 
a time drove every other Sought from: 
* r anxious mind.” 


Ain lte of my mother beggars 
1 defcription—it encreaſed as the danger 


5 was more obvious — our all depended 
| | «gn 
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<. on his life—ſuffice 1 it to ſay that we lo 
« him.” 


; © Creditors poured in from all quar- 

* ters; we had but little left, only a few 
r hundreds, and my father on his death- 

4 bed recommended our going to India. 

ce. Mr, Roberts had promiſed to aſſiſt my 

& mother in ſettling her daughters, if they 
, would undertake the voyage. 


* My mother had Been educated high, 
et ſhe had never denied herſelf the com- 
« forts (I might add the luxuries) of life; 
&© her pride was too great to think of de- 
& ſcending, while there remained the leaſt 
& proſpect of being ſupported in afflu- 
c ence. Her mind had been formerly 
, employed in dwelling, on the grandeur 
© that would await her, if my father's 
© health would have ſtood the climate, 
& and: enabled him to ſettle with his 
© family in India. She had formed ele- 
60 vated ideas of the charming ſcenes ſhe 

* ſhould 
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ec ſhould behold, and the ſtate ſhe ſhould 


e live in — and now there was no other 
te reſource, ſhe endeavoured to inſpire the 
ec ſame ſentiments into the minds of Ame- 
« lia and myſelf, making all the neceſſary 
ee preparation for the voyage as ſoon. as 
te decency would permit.“ 


e Alas! not all her lively deſcriptions | 


« of the adoration of the men, and the 


ce charms of wealth, could ever reconcile 


« either of us, or make the journey leſs 
« tremenduous. But ſhe was abſolute— 
ce no entreaties, no tears could prevail on 


“ her to leave me behind; I would have 


ſubmitted to any thing to have conti- 
© nued in England my mother deſpiſed 
ce my meanneſs, but would not ſuffer. me 
to diſgrace my family.“ 


© I however obtained leave to ſpend 
one more month with my beloved 


ce Louiſa, before: we ſeparated perhaps) 
« for;evxer.;” 


cc 
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<« Philip was not at home the firſt fort- 
« night, but nothing could equal his dif- 
traction when he knew that my going 
vas inevitable. He had no command 
c of himſelf; and both Louiſa and 1 
« thought his father muſt diſcover the 
cc reaſon that WN ſuch an alreration 
. his manner.“ 


« He propoſed eloping, flying to Scot- 
land, and daring the worſt — talked of 
e living on the ſcanty income of a curacy, 
« and being ſecluded from an unfeeling 
« world. The next moment he would re- 
</Jinquiſh all thoughts of the gown, he 
«would go to India himſelf, in the fame. 
« ſhip that T did, even if he could obtain 
ec 'ho better birth thin-cabin-boy. Louiſa 
ec diſſuaded him from ſuch an enterpriſe, 
« by repreſenting the mortification he 
« muſt undergo, from being in a ſituation 
« where he could not poſſibly claim any 
« right to be in my company, and would 
* have the additional. ſorrow of ſeeing 
A 1 
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ee me otherwiſe diſpoſed of after our ar- 
de rival. That thought was too torment- 
et ing to be ſupported — he. almoſt up- 
cc braided me with inconſtancy.“ 


& T endeavoured to pacify him, by pro- 
* miſſing not to engage myſelf, but to take 
© the very firſt opportunity of returning to 
my native country-— which promiſe it 
ce is my intention to punctually perform.” 


<< Our parting was ſuch as might be 
cc expected embittered with the proba- 
“e bility of a long, long ſeparation. You 
* have already been informed that we loſt 
<« our mother on the paſſage, who recom- 
« mended us to the captain, and gave 
* him particular inftruftions to deliver 
te us ſafe to Mr. Roberts.“ 


e Amelia has been a great comforter 
© to me, though free from any entangle- 
ment herſelf, ſhe has promiſed never to 
« leave me; and is willing to ſacrifice 
« eyery 
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ec 


cc 


<«c 


cc 
cc 


cc 


ng 
| 11 


we 


every proſpect of eaſe and affluence in 


this country, to accompany me back to 


England, where we can have no hopes 
of even ſubſiſtence but by the uſe of 
our fingers, and that, unaſſiſted by 
friends, is often precarious. We muſt 
expect to meet with much cenſure for 


ſuch a ſtep, which indeed without Mr. 


Roberts's conſent we never can take, 


as we have it not in our power to pay 
for the W 


« Can you now nude at my melan- 


choly? You ſeem to intereſt yourſelf 


in our fate, and perhaps you have influ- 
ence enough with your friend, to pre- 


vail on him not to precipitate matters, 
by urging us 39 fix on any gentleman 


he may think proper to recommend.“ 


<- To ſay I felt for theſe ladies is ſaying 


little; I perfectly entered into their 
feelings, and had the ſatisfaction of re- 
preſenting their caſe to Mr. Roberts in 
5 1 ſuch 


. 


er ſuch a light, as induced him to let them 
ee remain as his gueſts without any far- 
te ther impoi tunities. Yet he told me, he 
c could not be eaſy about them — to ſuf. 
« fer them to return to England unpro- 
« vided for, would not be fulfiling the 
* promiſe he had made to their father 
* and to force them to marry againſt their 
= inclinations, would be cruclty indeed. 


ce K very much my with, for Mr. 
ee Roberts to make each of them a hand- 
« ſome preſent, (to which I would like- 


« wiſe have added) enough to reſcue them 
from - abſolute dependance, and enable 


et them to hve in a private manner in En- 

« gland. I had indeed frequently gave 
him a hint of this kind, but he ſhowed 
no > inclination of enen 


41 1 


be «© The young ladies were appoints and 


<- ſenſible; Mr. Roberts began to grow 


et fond of their ſociety, and much enter- 
"a '-rained with their company. J was often 
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ce with them, and to me Miſs Clever im- 
< parted all her fears — that Mr. Roberts 
« would never conſent to their leaving 
4 him.“ 
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« Tt 8 the chearfulneſs that was 
* otherwiſe natural to her diſpoſition, and 
4 rendered her countenance very inter- 


dc eſting.” 
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we Ann became much happier than 
< her ſiſter, and was e the un of 
oy. we friend. I, 


_ e688 They bad — at n . = © 
c more than a twelvemonth, when. Mr. = 
c Roberts caught cold, which. was at- W < 
86, tended with conſequences moſt dan- © 
ce two ſiſters behaved ſo kind and atten- if ©: 

e tive through the whole of it, that his = ©; 
. affections. were entirely engaged. He 
e made his will, and leſt each ( 10, 00 WF £* 
c ęarneſtly requeſting me (hom he like- v 
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ee 1 mill not detain your attention nx ; Sa, | 


ic longer than juſt to oy, that Mr. Ro- 
«© berts died — the 


ce firſt ſhip that 4 by 
© and arrived ſafe: 3 without 


2 meeting any accides 


0 lodgings being prog med „ 0 * I 
ce wrote to her riend George 
cc, forming.” her dee c kürtime as 


* ha : Fg Solas 0 Mein en: 
beer N Foul” 

" . | Philip, with a requeſt row: 3 

Merton «0, the Miſs Clevers, to maRe 

« his houſe their home till they mould fi 


on ſome other plan more to their e oun 
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Ws cc es grear (eſpecially to Hafriot and 11 | 
1A nature is capable of . 


s receiving 


mung L AuAEN TIA. 


4. unſpeakable delight, I was. informed, 
e that you, Madam, (addreſſing himſelf 
e more particularly to Laurentia) reſided 


ber pen vhenever * take 


« receiving. The offer was accepted, "= 
60 the ladies remeved to Kenſington, 
0 < whers I had a ge er eral invitation to viſit 
ce ** * reMing Sow 8 88 
” made it my buſineſs to inquire what 
« part of Colonel Hervey's family till 
« continued to. exerciſe that benevolence 
ec and gene rolity-.. inherent in it. To my 


« conſtantly with your brother at Berry- 
een and that Miſs — was . 
12 viſe there. 1 8 OT, 


<<] was not Jong in Aetermining to 
de undertake the journey to pay my re- 
ac ſpects to you; and therefore took leave 
* of the Miſs Clevers, who had now no 

« farther uſe for me. Yet Harriot extort- 
ed a promiſe that I would be preſent at 
_ 
— 
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bi arid ſee the good I work prong which 
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ce Ruined in Geninding.- I hope I 
« have your pardon for any vaſt conduct 


Mr. Hervey meant to travel, and I was 
ce iSnorant of his return or addreſs, 5 


NE = his are f 5 an 


Tr ; 0 extremely glad to ſee you.“ 


I ſhall conclude this very long letter * 
aſſuring you, 


1 am with much aechon, by 


Yours, Ne. 


« that might appear inattentive. I knew 


Laurentia, © we are all perfectly el, Y 


+ Ar of the converſation — = | 
unintereſting to you, Maria, and therefore” 
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LARNTEY's company has proved a” 
great acquiſition; his {kill 3 in muſic 
is à ſource of perpetual entertainment, | 
and he has undertaken the inſtruction of 
Eliza Fitzowen, She had been taught 
the firſt rudiments by her mother, and is 
now indefatigably attentive; fo extremely | 
deſirous is ſhe of being able to bear a a, part | 
in our Title muſical | parties. | 
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1 he houſe a, 1 ! is now 
completely finiſhed, and chriſtened Para- 


clete, from the comfort it promiſes to 
afford them. Mrs. Fitzowen took poſ- 
ſeſſion of it ſome days ſince, Laurentia 


hagng previouſly proyi@#d whate ver r ſhe 
7 thought was Mn. 5 


1A ENT 1. 125 


Me Tankre had called on them "= 
on before they left the cottage; 

had even the audacity to offer a eee 
for both their lives, provided Mrs. Fitz- 
owen would have ſuffered her daughter to 
accomipany him to ton. Townſend - 
makes no ſecret of his love, but declares 
he will offer his hand to the fair Eliza, the 
moment he meets with preferment. Mrs. 
Fitzowen is happy. in that thought, as her 
beloved, girl.1 will then, have inſured a con- 
ſtant, and. bh Protector. 
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My uncle Greg js no > boaſter, but, L 12 
72 1 f; if 2 
much miſtaken if he is not Exerting his 
2 b 
intereſt to get the © curate a a good hy Ving. 


AJA 2 1. 

Your 1 W convince me, you 
are intereſted in theſe particulars, 5 1 
ſhould not be thus; gircumſtancial +—<In 


all, Ny Bib, andi de Nen. Mage a ſhare,”. 2. 
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Nothipg oof che.marvellous has bc : 
very late + for a few. weeks our - days. have 


1 is G 3 | glided 
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226 I. AURRNT IA. 
glided on in a ſmooth even tenor, calm 
and placid as the murmurs of a gentle 


rivulet. I rife carly. and enjoy abs fra- 
* _ | 3 


1201. 


- « But whole 3 ofn morn can ty 
"The: wild brook nn tha n 
TFue lowing herd, the Py e imple bell 
« The pipe of early ſhepherd, dim deſcried 
«In the lone valley, echoing far and wide, 
The clam'rous horn along the cli fts ens 
20 The hollow murmurs of the river tide ; 3 
The hum of bees, and linnets ſong of love, 
And the fullchoir that wakes the univerſal grove," 
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But why do I dwell on beauties that 
are ſo familiar to Maria | ? to whoſe pure 
and intelligent mind, no bloſſom blows in 
vain. Her curious and inquiſitive eye 
marks the progreſs of every Plant and 


flower that decorates the environs of Aſh- 
| ley- 
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Jou tell me, © that the trees and ſhrubs 
ſympathize with you, and mourn the ab- 
- ſence of Eglantine. Ah! flattering friend! 
Eglantine did indeed take leave of them 
with regret—ſhe loved them with an en- 
thuſiaſtic fondneſs ; ; and had a preſaging 
ſentiment that ſhe ſhould never experience 


more perfect happineſs than ſhe had 158 
under their fang ſhade. 
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The 8 poultry—fiaf, Wen in- 
animate objects that ſurroumded the par- 
ſonage were endeared to me. I conſidered 
them as friends, whom, perhaps, I ſhould 
ſee no more — my mind was impreſſed 
with melancholy when ] bid them farewell. 
Yer ſurely, Laurentia will ſometime ſpare 
me, if ſhe cannot be prevailed. on to un- 


 dertake ſo. long a journey herſelf—and L 
<A} abain vilit N orthumberland. | 
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25 27 5 
ley-Green; from her gentle hand they re- 


ceive additional beauty, and their odort- 
-:ferous fragrance ſwe ß ly repays her care.“ 
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At any rate, I flatter cayſelf u with the 
| pleaſing thought of having you for my 
companion in town, the enſuing winter. 
Your excellent Pres cannot. deny me a 
requeſt ſo reaſonable — they muſt, not for 
ever ſeclude from the world, one, whoſe 
amiable. manners will o greatly contributo 
0 crniclliſh | has a | cir ales. 21 


e 8 health i is F 2 „ 
10 whenever we talk of London, as a 
winter reſidence, her dear penſive counte- 
nanc⸗ aſſumes the gloom of diſfatisfaction, 

and I cannot but fear we ſhall have great 
difficulty in perſuading her to leave the 
country. Nothing but the idea of again 
meeting my friend. of again embracing 
the ſiſter of my affections, could induce 


8 


me to preſs this ſuit ſo warmly; for J 

promiſe myſelf but little pleaſure by mix- 5Þ 
ing in ſcenes of gaiety and diſſipation, -F 
where the heart cannot be. intereſted, and n 
| where modeſty and ſimplicity may be ri- 0 


diculed as old faſhioned 0 outrẽ. 


But 
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Bur A umhiſt - hot neglett to inform you, 
that the ether morning, as we were at 


: breakfaſts: I have cheen thinking,“ ſaid 
my uncle, © that Egfantin&'s birth - day is 
near, and I have ſome thoughts of giving 
a ball cf tht occaſion: Fhe: features of 
Laurentiai wie ad pnuſtiab gravity, which 
did not pa; unob&rved by: her brother — 
He fixed his eyes on my face, in. which 
„ Was painted a ſort of fearful pleaſure. — 
©, Endughg” ſaid: he, and turnüng to my 
ant, de pray, my dear Laurentia, con- 
-fifder: that fomething is due ta youth — 
Eglantine has been with us almoſt three 


monthꝭ, and the is ſcarcely known three 
| miles from the wyod. I can perceive this 
Propoſal meets fie | r approbation and py 
4 - mult hope you will not oppoſe it.” 
I mort ſilence enſued, during which I Ht 
2 not avoid ſhewing ſome anxiety. - Lau- 
4 rentia read my feelings, a half ſmile illu- 
d mined her countenance, which was cor- 
4 rected by a ſhake of her head. © I can 
not, returned ſhe, © conſent to be preſent 
ut —— G 85 . 
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3 LAURENTIA 


at your entertainment, unleſs you will gra- 
tify my whim, and end cards of invita- 
tion to the 8 e Yor a 
| maſked ball. N | 
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My uncle made n ze tions, 3 | 
the defire of obliging his ſiſter prevailed, 
and ſhe had the ſatisfaction * gaining her 
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The idea was ſo novel to me, I was in 
a moment perplexed to determine on a 
character for myſelf; and almoſt in the 
ſame breath, aſked my uncle; Laurentia, 
and Darnley, what they would be? 
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« What I am,” replied my uncle, get- 
ting off his chair, and placing his hands 
behind him, then advancing two ſteps, 
1 was once in the Navy, and a true 
Britiſh Sailor is above diſguiſe.” He felt 
ſatisfied with himſelf, and returned to his 
ſeat, 
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true account from 
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LAUREN Fi mw 
r — proteſted ſhe would not dif- 


cover What ſhe meant to repreſent till the 
very evening arrived; and it was quite 
her wiſh that both Darnley and myſelf 


would be equally fecret—ſhe thought the 


pleaſure of the evening would be greatly 


enhanced by the au of finding one 
another out, 


ls”; aſſented to this opinion, and 


my uncle deſired we would pleaſe our- 


ſelves. —— Preparations are abſolutely 
making, and invitations ſent out. When 
it is all over, you ſhall have a full and 


Your very affectionate, 
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LETTER XXI. 


7 0 U R e "Hu Ma. will no 
doubt be raiſed, to think what cha- 


racter your poor ſimple friend could, with 


any degree of propriety aſſume. Indeed 


it was long a puzzle to myſelf. Lauren- 
Mrs. Fitzowen and 


tia would not adviſe. 
Eliza were both ſilent, nor could I deviſe 
what they intended for themſclyes, 


At length determined on a milk- maid. 


| My habiliments were ſoon prepared, and 
goccaſioned but little trouble. The even- 


ing arrived. 


- Laurentia had beenfigy' 
of the day, and Dam the er part 
of i it. 


My 
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My uncle perſevered in his reſolution 
of not being maſked, and receive his 


motly gueſts in een perla. 
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1 did not chuſe to make my appear- 
ance till the room was pretty well 
filled. Nothing but the ſecurity of my 
diſguiſe could have inſpired me with ſuf- 
ficient courage to do ſo at all. 
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With a ſtriped ſhort petticoat, little 
ſtraw hat, and a ſmall pail under my arm, 
I tripped in ameng them, and was looking 
around to diſcover Eliza, when a ſmart -_ © ih 
ſailor (whoſe perſon was remarkably ele- | 

gant) ſtopped to ſurvey me. He retreated _ 
a few ſteps, then turned on his heel, and 
{pr inging on the back of a ſofa that was 
under the mulic-gallery, he ſpoke to the- 
muſicians, and was at my fide 3 in an 
inſtant, 5 
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He threw one arm careleſsly round my 
| wards and gently ang hold of my pail, 
* "began + 5} 
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began ſinging, Well met, pretty das, 
&c. &c. To which I ventured to reply, 
« Pſhaw, let me alone, &c. &c.” | 


* — 
We went through. the Duet and che 


company appeared to be well entertained. 


On the part of the ſailor it was excellently 


performed; nor will I be ſo affected as to 


ſay, it was ill ſung by Eglantine. 


A general filence had been preſerved— 
to the major part of the company I was 
perſonally unknown, but my voice be- 
trayed me to thoſe who had heard me ſing 


before. My uncle came forward, chucked 


me under the chin, called me a good girl, 
and bade me take care of my cows. 


++ The failor was unwilling to part, he en- 


deavoured to detain my hand, and offered 
himſelf for a partner. I told him, I would 
dance with him at the next wake, but I 
was then going to ſee the Queen. 
that inſtant a lady was entering, habited 
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as Queen Elizabeth: with three maids of 


(in character) to attend her — the 


majeſty of her deportment was well 


adapted to the character ſhe aſſumed; 
though I affure you, ſhe now and then 
dealt a little roughly with her attendants, 
(who I afterwards underſtood were her. | 
own daughters) chuſing to exhibit thoſe 


traits which were the leaſt amiable in the 


, 2 manlen E 


As 1 was gazing at their key with all 


"ele wonder which the ſimplicity of my 
own warranted, I was addreſſed by a nun, 


who praiſed my voice, and wiſhed ſhe 


could perſuade me to take the veil ; ſet- 
ting forth, with great earneſtneſs, the peace 


and ſerenity that reigned within the walls 


of her convent. Tell me the name of 
e Paraclete,” faid the nun. 


” replied J. 
In a moment I recognized Eliza, We 
were overheard by a Cardinal, who with 


much condeſcention accoſted us, and 


taking the Nun by the hand, would have 
| | led 
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"led 3 to a feat, ſaying. ce the ſandtity; of 
his order authoriſed him to take ade 
is, protection one; Who having confer- 
.Crated” her days to retirement; Was; to 
Fair to be again entruſted in, an alluring 
Vorld, without ſome holy guide! to direct 
Heer footſteps. Pardon me, gopd Car- 
| dinal,” faig .ſhe, © þ& I. know you not, nor 2 
ſhall this my return into the world be 
marked with the error of ſubmitting to 
your direction, till 1 have better proofs 
of your ſanctity, than the praiſes you 
beſtow on. yourſelf.” He was evidently 
diſconcerted, but was going to reply, had 
he not been prevented by: a gypſey, who 
touching his elbow, offered to tell his 
fortune. With all my heart, hid he, 
< but I hope you will, tell me a good 
one.“ The gipſey looked, in his hand, 
ſhook. her head. Alas!, holy father, dif- 
1 appointment is written in every line of it. 
Ki Do but obſerve, my good ladies, addreſs- 
ing herſelf to Eliza and me; ſtill holding 
** hand, © how the lines croſs each other. 
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A petulant piſh eſcaped W Old 
„ ſaid he, you will never thrive 
by your profeſſion,” * Nor will you, 
returned ſhe quickly, ſucceed in the de- 
ſign that brought you here.“ Why,” 
interrupted he eagerly, are you employ- 
cd to obſtruct the pleaſure this evening 
promiſed ? For to entertain and be en- 
TT came 1 hither,” .. -/.- } 


+. 


1 2 0 £ 
9 1 * == _ Oe 2 
P rom gr y 


— 


WW RN 2 ˙ — SD 2 5 Ws 


vs Wan, $44 


a 
"a, I 


os a n wh — * 
— 1 P 5 8 W + * 
> . 8 6 5 * FE : . 
2 { © pt = logs - 36 ENT 


7 


3 


— 
6 n 2 a 

* hi 

* 

E — A 


The goky held up ow fnger— | n 


4 «Thoſs ſhall bs happieſt who guile never ke, : 
. of counterſeits beware—L warn both you,” 
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os then left us, wr we 9 
* Tis my mother, what could ſhe mean? 
« We will enquire to-morrow,” ſaid I, 
« for at preſent there is not time. And 
haſtening from the poor Cardinal, we met 
a Quack Doctor, who recommended a 
whole catalogue of noſtrums, of every =_ 
and Ray diſorder, | | 
« Have 
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138 LAURENTIA. 
Have you any cure for a diſappoint- 
ment?“ aſked IJ. The very beſt in the 
world,“ faid he, I will fetch it in a mo- 
ment,“ and before I could move many ſteps 
from the place I ſtood in, he preſented the 
failor, ſaying, © that was an infallible re- 
1 for the diſorder I e of. * 
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I was really diſtreſſed, and never felt 
more fooliſh in my life. I would have 
given any thing to have recalled the ſilly 
ſpeech that brought me into ſuch a pre- 
dicament. I abſolutely ſtammered I, I 
never complained myſelf, I only wanted 

| - the remedy for a friend for a good Car- 
1 1 dinal, that had juſt met with a diſappoint- 
: . ment.“ The Dr. ſmiled, «I ſhall how- 
0 euer leave my friend with you, ſaid he, 
Es but if he ever gives you reaſon to com- 
| plain, only let me know, and I will cup, 
bleed, bliſter, and fo plague him with the 
whole &c. of phyſic, that he ſhall be ſent 
out of the world, before he has * 
half the ſweets of ic. * 
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Scarcely knowing what I did, I ſuffered 
him to take my hand, and we joined a co- 
tilion party. Eliza being at the ſame time 
importuned to dance, by a Harlequin, 
ho declared he believed, * it was Colum- 
bine herſelf that had played him a trick, 


and borrowed the * of a Nun for * 
evening. 


leſs on the | entrance of the moſt lovely 
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oy The ſailor again addreſſed me in ſong. | 


3 «Oh ſweet lovely maid, mi ight I hope for your love, 


«No tempeſts or ſtorms would I fear; 


4 Should my King bid me e yet Ril I can 


prove 
As conſtant as when I am near.“ 


ie You promiſed to dance with me 
however, continued he, © and they are 
now forming a ſet that would ſuit us.” 


T#& 


We entivued dancing with great pirit 
for ſome time, but were all ſtruck motion- 


figure 
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jacket, the pale green ribband with a pipe 

at the end of it a fewolive leaves twiſted 
in by hair — the little RO confined by 
all all rocket”; twas e OE Maria; 
ſhe moved lowly. acroſs: the room, and 
far down on a ſofa on one fide. © 
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* few,; without a tear of ſyrapathy,— 
She caſt a melancholy look towards the 


muſic gallery (and they muſt ; have had 
their inſtructions before) for the lively 
Wil immediately ceaſcd, and were, ſug- 
w  -£0OncS immediately ccalcd, and were, TUG 


2 a 


1 Which ſhe held the pipe to her mouth 
lh then Ictting i it fall, i in notes bill mare que 
6 rulous ſhe ſung, 
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ce Ahl what aluckleſs maiden 1 | 
18. To loſe my only dear; 11855 » 


«Whoſe death, a tender 2 5 ; 
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bgure my eyes eyer beheld. The white 


| 8 Se amd beg on 9 and I ba- 


N 
wil ceeded by a ſweetly plaintive air, during 


: 0 Whoſe hapleſs fate hs; a fab, 11 * N 


LAURE NTi A. 441 
Bü fighs and tears alas! are vain, | 
ce Vet they ſhall ever riſe; | 


«Tilt his lov'd form 1 meet again, 


1 Above the a azure ſkies.” „ 
5 6 * l a | 
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& abs gentle mids with me come, 
ee Well travel far and near; 
& We'll ſearch around for Edmund's tomb, RS 
« TOs any thought of fear.” pad 


c Thou faithful creature, come with me, 
« 1 dread no worldly ſcorn ; 
te The wind by Heav'n wilt temper d be, 
e, ev ry lamb that J horn,” 


© 4 Tis, Ee it can be no other,” 
was whiſpered, through, all parts of the 
room. Nor could ſhe have fixed on any 
thing in which ſhe would have appeared 


to greater nt or more in character. 


My — was | "Lied, beyond what I 
oe haye ſuppoſed, | As the roſe from 
the 
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the ſeat,” with her face towards the N 
oppoſite to the one ſhe came in at, he 


took her hand, and aſked © whither ſhe. 
was going?” To Moulines, was her 
reply. There was no ſtanding it — my 


uncle quitted her hand, and turned aſide 


to ſuppreſs his emotions, and I dare be- 
lieve, for the firſt time, wiſhed for a maſk 
to conceal them. 


A venerable looking hermit, with a 
beard white as ſnow, offered to accompany 
Maria“ he was going part of her road 
on a pilgrimage himſelf, but he could 


wiſh her to tarry a little longer, as even he, 
though bowed down with age, was in- 
duced to behold the ſports wa youth with a 
; placid and benevolent eye. 1 


| - Maria rude no nne and the her- 
mit led her back to the ſeat ſhe had 


occupied before, ſitting down beſide her. 


my Drier, not buckle I diſliked him, 
but I wiſhed to find out who he was; and 
again meeting the gipſey, I entreated her 
to tell me, whether it was quite ſafe 
for a poor country damſel, like me, to 
| liſten to the fine love ſongs of a gg 2” 
« I believe he i is honeſt,” returned ſne, 
have juſt had a tete-a-tete with the 1 5 
and Doctors, you know child, are gene- 
rally acquainted with the private hiſtory 
of every family in their neighbourhood 
but take care of your heart, my dear, for 
J am told it will be in great danger when 
your ſpark takes off his maſk.” I thanked 
her for the caution, and being beckoned + 
by my uncle, he introduced me, as a ſpe- 
cimen of Engliſh ſimplicity, to a grand 
Turk, with whom he was talking. Will 
you give us a ſong in character, fair 
Maid?” I made a low curtſey, and began, 
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Let them envy each Mics and rail; | 
«To work's m/ delight, wage? each wenns and | 
45 night, en 


Ar Cay | homs wills in my pail of 
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1 am Veſt with ood! health, of more e value than 


wealth, 
ce N gratitude over can fail; 
ce For great is the} Joy, (andi it cannot e, 
To carry home milk in my pail.” . 


80 


My: 4g Turk was * A profule i in 5 15 
Kknowledgments of the favor, and ſo warm 
in his praiſes, that making another low 


curtſey, I told him, te he quite ſhamed me, 


for 1 had never heard ſuch fine things 


before — no, not even from the ſquire of. 


our village, or the young parſon that was 
lately come into the pariſh; and if my 
eld grandmother was to hear him, ſhe 


would 
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would be ſadly afraid he would make me 
too proud. , 
gut tell me, my ſweet girl, have you. 
not found a new ſweetheart, in the form 
of a young failor, who can ſay pleaſanter 
things than either the ſquire or the 
parſon?” © Oh! Gemini!'are you'a Con- 
juror, or a RoMiſh Prieſt?”. He ſmiled, 
neither the one or the other, and yet I 
cannot help intereſting myſelf about you.“ 
«- Well, to be ſure, its very kind of you to 
notice a poor village maiden - but I muſt 
go, for my friend the Nun wants me.“ 


Harlequin had left her a few minutes, 
and was playing his feats of activity round 
a jolly Bacchus. The Cardinal again at 
her heels, and I thought ſhe looked as if 
ſhe wiſhed for a third perſon — ſo droping 
my laſt curtſey to the Turk, I haſtened to 
Eliza, and was time enough to hear the 
concluſion' of a very eloquent ſpeech, 
though it was ſpoken in a low voice. 
Vol. Ih '. ms " "TS 
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de J cannot,” ſaid the Nun, * accept your 
love. Have you not ſworn celibacy? be- 

ſides you may perceive, from my habit, 

that I have relinquiſhed all worldly care.” 


— U— 


tt But that reſolution will I hope vaniſh 
when you change your clothes, and even 
while you ſuffer this garment to conceal 
your beauty — it does not forbid you to 
love on the platonic ſyſtem — grant me 
your friendſhip only.” * Friendſhips ſud- 
denly contracted between parties that are 
unknown to each other, ſeldom ſtand the 
teſt of time. When I am aſſured, by the 
ſuperior of our holy houſe, that you are a 
true and faithful miniſter, I may not be 
ſo much afraid of you.” © I would rather 
be indebted to you for your own good 
opinion, unaided by any other recom- 
mendation than my fidelity to you — but 
ſurely you will not perſiſt in refuſing to 
dance with me.” So ſaying, he ſeized 
both her reluctant hands, and dragged her 
to the other end of the room. 
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My honeſt friend, the ſailor, was foot- L 
ing, away with one of Elizabeth's maids of 
honor; and Harlequin returning at the 
moment I was diſengaged, I accepted him 
for a couple of dances, and followed 
Eliza. 


= 1 ſoon perceived, what indeed I had be- 
W fore ſuſpected, that the Curate had changed 
: | his black coat for the party-coloured jac- 
WT ct and wooden ſword. From him I learnt 
che names of every one preſent, the Car- 
I dinal and a ſpruce Jockey excepted. — 
J Harlequin had been told by the gypſey, 


to watch thoſe two, and he had taken 
[pretty good care to keep an eye on them. 

r 1 OREN | | 4 
d = When the two dances were ended, Har- 
!- ilcquin ſeized the Nun, and taking her to 
ut (eat, brandiſhed his ſword, declaring ſhe 
to 1 as his own for the reſt of the evening. 
ed An elegant woman, attired as Diana, ap- 
le 


; lied to the Cardinal «to protect her from 
Wc diſagreeable importunities of Pan, 
H 2 who 
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who had followed and teized her the whole 
evening.“ He could not withſtand this 
requeſt from the chaſte Goddeſs, and offer- 
ing his hand, they mingled in the crowd. 


Maria was leaving the room, 1 flew to 
her, but perſuaſion had no effect. She 
1 perſiſted in her deſign of travelling, (as 
1 he ſaid) twas the only expedient to alle- 
1 viate the ſorrows that had touched her 
brain. She bid me „“ remember her in 
my prayers to the virgin,” and with a pa- 
il thetic adieu diſappeared, nor did we ſee 
| j her any more that night. | 
i | 
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The poor Hermit (Darnley) looked 

very diſconſolate when ſhe was gone, there 

; remained no figure ſo attractive to allure 
his, ſtay, and he had certainly retired to his 

cell, had I not taken the ſeat Maria quit- 

ted, and by a ſignificant look recalled him, 

I was glad to fit down (being rather fa- 
tigued: with ſo. much exerciſe.) He did 

the ſame. © Poor Maria,” faid I. She i 
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has been ſore bruiſed,” replied the Hermit. 
Both our thoughts were I believe fixed on 
the real woes of Laurentia, and we mutu- 
ally breathed a ſigh at the recollection of 
them. : | 
The Turkiſh Nobleman (I before men- 
tioned) joined us. Are you receiving 
the inſtructions of wiſdom from this vene- 
rable ſage; or is he condemning all worldly 
pleaſures, and ſteeling your gentle heart 
againſt the ſoft perſuaſions of love?“ — 
« Alas! neither,” returned the Hermit. 
e To the former I could have little hope 
of her liſtening at ſuch a time as this; and 
the preſervation of her ineſtimable heart, 
would not be much forwarded by the 
cautions of an old man, who the would 
think knew not how to value it.” | 
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The failor came up, I don't much 
like dancing with fine ladies,” ſaid he, © I 
had rather hear the muſical voice of my 
charming milk-maid here, than be the firſt 

* | Lord 
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Lord of the admiralty.” „ * Indeed,” re. | 
turned I, „I begin to ſuſpe& that you 


have ſome ambition, and are only come 
here, in conſequence of LIE hopes 
at court.“ 


c Ahl cruel creature to ſuppoſe, 
That vile ambition could detain 
« The breaſt, where love with honor glows, 


« And one that's born to wear your chain,” 


This was ſung with an air and voice 
inſpired to captivate — he appeared more 


animated than ever, and inſiſted on attend- 


ing me into the ſupper room, where a 


| handſome cold collation was ſet out, and 
where the company fat down in parties as 
| beſt ſuited their inclinations. 


I was very unwilling to take off my 


maſk (which had indeed only concealed 


part of my face) but obſerving that moſt 


of the ladies did fo, I could not refuſe 


tlie 


1 RENT IA. 15 K 
the requeſt of my partner, who himſelf ſet 
me the example with inimitable grace, 
and diſcovered a face he had no reaſon to be 
aſhamed of. I am afraid, Maria, your poor 
friend, ated more like a ſimpleton than 
before—and the provoking Quack Doc- 
tor (who was Dr. W—, the Phyſician that 
always attends Laurentia) happening to 
fit down at the ſame table, entirely dif- 
concerted me, by his winks and nods. I 
really felt as if it was quite a ſcheme to 
bring Maitland and I together ; to which 
ſcheme every body was to lend a helping 
hand, and that it was abſolutely deter- 
mined by all parties, we ſhould (accord- 
ing to the common expreſſion) fall in love 
with each other. 


I was fo mortified by this conjecture, 
which was ſtill more ſtrengthened, from 
ſeeing my uncle and the Turk, who was 
no other than Sir William Maitland, (fa- 
ther of Charles Maitland, that repreſented 
the ſailor) walk in together arm in arm; 
„„ H 4 and 
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and the latter, when unmaſked, cave. a . 
of ſignificant ſmile on obſerving the atten- 
tions his ſon paid me. I was abſolutely 
quite croſs, and made a mental reſolution 


not to be pleaſed at any thing he ſhould 
tay. 


Fet to you, Maria, I muſt confeſs, this 
reſolstion was broke in leſs than five mi- 
nutes from the time it was made. It was 


impoſſible to continue my gravity. He 


was fo lively, ſo agreeable, that notwith- 
ſtanding the ſilence I endeavoured to 
preſerve on my part, his penetration could 


not fail of diſcovering that he was liſtened 


to with pleaſure; and perhaps, thinking 
me (as in fact J really am) a poor inex- 
perienced girl, that had never before ſeen 
Jo accompliſhed a being as himſelf — he 


pitied my inability to hold a converſation 


on equal terms, and kindly ſpared me, by 
not introducing any ſubject on which it 
vas neceſſary for me to be very loqua- 
cious. 


1 


Alle 


the 
frie 
foh 
cha 
her 
the 
fror 


LAU ENT Rk 13 


T was However very deſirous to return 
into the dancing-room as. ſoon as poſ- 
Able, that I might in ſome degree ſhade 
that face, on which Maitland ſeemed to 
gaze with peculiar ſatisfaction. He never 
ſtired from me afterwards, nor had I any 
opportunity of ſpeaking 1 to Eliza, unheard: 
by him. 


Nothing farther worth communicating. 
occurred, except a moſt impudent attempt 
to carry off Eliza. The company had 
began to diſperſe, my uncle's chaiſe was to- 
convey Mrs. Fitzowen and her daughter 
home. They had wiſhed me good night, 
and while Mr. Townſend was handing in 

the mother, the Cardinal and his Jockey 
friend ſeized the poor girl, and had ab-. 
ſolutely borne her to the ſtep of another 
chaiſe that was waiting. Eliza ſcreamed, 
her lover flew to her aſſiſtance, and with. 
the help of two ſervants, prevented them 
from forcing her quite into the carriage. 
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She was ſo frighted, that in attending 
to her, the two miſcreants were ſuffered to 


jump in themſelves, and were drove away 


with the utmoſt rapidity. The conſter- 
nation every one was thrown into pre- 
vented a purſuit at the time, and after- 


wards it would have been fruitleſs, 


Mrs. Fitzowen, Eliza, and Townſend, 


returned into the houſe again, and -my 
uncle inſiſted that the ladies ſhould nat 


_ think of going home till the next day. 


A note was then produced by Mrs. 
Fitzowen, which ſhe ſaid had been given 


her as ſne was getting into the chaiſe that 


brought her here; not ſuppoſing it of any 
conſequence, ſne had put it into her 


pocket, and had really forgot. it 'till 


ſome time after ſhe had been in the room; 
then recollecting it, and wondering who 
could write to her, ſhe retired to a corner, 


and opening the note, found | it contain ax 


follows: 


c One: 


ne: 


LAURENTIA 153. 


ce Obe who i is deſirous to prevent miſ- 


© chief, takes this method of giving 


C Mrs. Fitzowen a caution, to be careful 


« of her daughter this evening.“ 


ce The writer of this overheard a con- 
« verſation, whereby ſhe diſcovered, that 


« a perſon, who will wear the dreſs of a 


« Cardinal, entertains ſome deſigns not 


© altogether honorable. If he is watched. 


« his ſcheme cannot ſucceed. And if 


« Mrs. Fitzowen feels any gratitude for 
ce this hint, ſhe will not attempt to find 
« out his perſon, which would infallibly 
te lead him to ſuſpect, that information 


« had been given from this quarter, and. 
c thereby greatly injure one, who is en- 


«© tirely dependent on his bounty.” 


This note was written in a diſguiſed 
female hand, and had given riſe to the 


ſeverity with which Mrs. Fitzowen had 
treated the Cardinal, when ſhe perceived 
him talking to her 5 but ſhe had 
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not conceived it neceſſary to alarm any 
one except Mr. Townſend, who, as well 
as herſelf, never loſt ſight of him. 


We were none of us at a loſs to gueſs 
who the perſon was that could lay ſuch a 
vile ſcheme; it could be none but Tankre 
himſelf, yet he was not invited: But, per- 
haps, preſuming on the ſecurity of a maſk, 
he thought he might riſk the attempt with 
impunity.— Be that as it may, we hear he 
has left the country, and intends ſelling 
the Lodge. 


My uncle will never be perſuaded to 
encourage a maſquerade again. — © Let 
every one ſhew their face that have done 
nothing to be aſhamed of it,” will, in fu- 

ture, be his motto. | 


When Laurentia was informed of this 
affair the next morning, ſhe was greatly 
ſhocked, and thinks ſhe cannot make 
Eliza ſufficient amends, conſidering her- 
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ſelf, in ſome degree, as the cauſe, by being 


the firſt propoſer of this ſpecies of enter- 
tainment. 


"OY dear Maria; you ſhall hear 
again ſoon from yours, &c. 


LETTER xl 


IR William Maitland, and his agree- 
able ſon, are become frequent viſitors - 


: at Berry-Wood.— The former is fo pleaſed 

. with this neighbourhood, that he talks of 

. purchaſing the Hunting Lodge belonging 

to Mr. Tankre, which is really advertiſed to 

= be fold. At preſent they are at a Mr. 
. Franks's, at Sandy-Hill, where they came 

8 . tio enjoy the diverſion of ſhooting. 

: | Sir William is about fifty, handſome in 

his perſon, and has always ſomething plea- 
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fant to ſay, whenever he addreſſes himſelf 
to the ladies. He has been much abroad, 
and travelled with. his ſon in the capacity 
of tutor (under ſuch a tutor who can 
doubt the improvements that fon made ?) 
They have not been long in England, nor 
are they in poſſeſſion of any country reſi- 
dence, except one at. Knightſbridge WF 
be called. ſo. 


My uncle and the baronet had formerly 


a flight acquaintance, which they both 


ſeem equally- deſirous of renewing ; nor 
does Charles appear at all averſe to the 
growing intimacy. | 


The loves of Townſhend and Eliza go: 
on proſperouſly;.—My uncle has procured: 
the curate a preſentation to the living of 
W, worth upwards of two hundred- 
per annum. It will be neceſſary for. him- 
to reſide on it, and its being in another 
county 1s the only diſagreeble circumſtanee.. 
However, Eliza declares -ſhe will- not be. 

5 married 
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married the firſt year, and therefore I ſhall 
not be obliged to part with her at preſent. 


A ſummons from my uncle to attend 


him ona morning viſit to- the Franks's— 


ſo adieu till T return. 
IN CONTINUATION. 


As T am at preſent. ating lame (the 
cauſe of which I ſhall preſently explain) 
you, Maria, muſt expect that I ſhall ſpend 
much of my time in writing, and ſhall 
therefore inform you: of a little adventure 
I. met; with in returning from Sandy-Hill 
the other morning. | 


Neither Mr. or Mrs. Franks, or Sir Wil- 


liam Maitland, being at home, I did not 
chuſe to diſmount, and had turned my 


horſe quite round to leave the court-yard, 
when Charles Maitland (who was writing 
in the ſtudy) flew: to the door, and in- 
treated us to ſtop only a few minutes while 
his. 
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his horſe could be brought out, and he- 
would do himſelf the pleaſure of riding 

part of the way with us. = 


My uncle then propoſed going round by 

a farm, on which ſtood a remarkable large 
oak, which he wiſhed Maitland to ſee be- 
fore it was felled. Thither we accord- 

_ ingly went, and from the pleaſantneſs of 
the morning were induced to lengthen our 


ride ſtill farther. 

We paſſed Mr. Tankre's, and were 
about a mile from the Lodge, when the 
exploſion of a gun behind a hedge fright- 
ened my horſe, and being intirely off my 
guard, I was thrown in an inſtant. Mr. 
Maitland, my uncle, and the ſervants, 
were as inſtantly off their horſes to aſſiſt 
me; and the former raiſing me up, I 
perceived myſelf very lame, which was 
occaſioned by one of my legs being bent 
under me in the fall, It is, indeed, much 
| | bruiſed, 


3 
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bruiſed, but 1 * of no laſting conſe» 
quence. 


The pain at the time was violent, and 
made me look very pale. Both my uncle 
and Charles were alarmed, and, perhaps, 
apprehended me much worſe hurt than 1 
really was; for, obſerving a few ſtraggling 
houſes a little before us, they propoſed 
carrying me to one of them, and-ſending 
a ſervant home for the chaiſe. 


We were let into the firſt houſe by a 
pretty looking woman, whoſe cloaths and 
furniture ſeemed much ſuperior to what I 
ſhould have expected to find in ſuch a 
ſituation, Her countenance had a me- 
lancholy caſt, and ſhe appeared to have 
been weeping ; but reached cold water, 
and every thing we required, with great 
good-nature, although there was a dirty 
looking girl, who officiated as her ſervant. 


Finding 


wz2 LAURENTIA. 


Finding myſelf rather faint and unwell, 
I requeſted to go up ſtairs, attended only 
by the young woman (who told us her 
name was Bowers.) Maitland would not 
ſuffer me to walk, but, taking me in his 
arms, carried me into an upper room, and 
then left me. After ſome little time 1 
grew better, and was ſurpriſed at the neat- 
neſs, and even elegance, of every ”_— 
around me. 


I be poor woman burſt into tears, and, 
perhaps, from a conſciouſneſs of the ap- 
pearance of impropriety, tere I + ol 
unfavorably of her. 


ee Ah! dear Madam,“ ſaid * * you 

fee before you a very wretched creature; 
yet, from the ſweetneſs. of your looks, 1 
ami inclined to think you will rather pity 
than upbraid me.” — © I pity every one 
that is unhappy, and can have no right to 
upbraid you, who have been ſo kind in 
aſſiſting me. Ah! you are very oc. 
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and, perhaps, Providence has thrown you 

in my way to reclaim me from the paths 

of vice; for, added ſhe, with a bluſh of 
the deepeſt hue, ce you already gueſs that 
theſe fine things are the wages of my 
ſhame. Indeed, I had no ſuch thought, 
and am ſorry you ſhould ſuppoſe I am fo 
' eaſily awakened to ſuſpicion.” 


. Nothing but my own guilt could 
make me afraid of it. I have of late been. 
unuſed to the ſociety of the virtuous ; I 
dread. to encounter their preſence, and 


fancy every eye can read what paſſes in 
my boſom.”* 


e This ſelf-accuſation does not beſpeak 

a mind. hardened in that which is wrong ; 

and, from your preſent remorſe, may I 

not conclude, that you would embrace an 

opportunity of amending that part of your 

conduct which you. are convinced is im- 
5 wa 


„Oh! 
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« Oh! moſt gladly,“ ſaid ſne, her fea- 
tures brightening with the fluſh of hope; 
« but I have no friend that will receive 
me. Abandoned by him that brought 
me hither, to whom can I apply? Be- 
lieve me, Madam, there is no occupation 
ſo mean but I would accept, and perform 

the duties of it with thankfulneſs, could 1 
be ſo happy as to obtain a recommenda- 
tion. Alas what can I hope for without 


a character?“ She pauſed, and hung 
down her head. 


The gentlemen below were impatient, 
and, fearful I was detained by illneſs, my 
uncle would not be refuſed admittance ; 
he perſuaded me to reſt on the bed tili the 
carriage came; but did not leave the 
room, and therefore I could have no far- 
ther converſation with Mrs. Bowers on a 
ſubject that ſo nearly concerned her. 


When the chaiſe arrived I was carried 
to it, and thanking Mrs, Bowers for her 
civility, 
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civility, ſaid, © I ſhould be glad to ſee her 
at Berry-Wood.” My uncle offered her 


ſomething for her trouble, but ſhe per- 
ſiſted in refuſing to accept it. 


I found Laurentia in great diſtreſs on 
my account: I believe from the ſervants 
report of my fall, ſhe ſcarcely expected to 
ſee me alive. Dr. W -— was already at 
the Wood, Maitland having diſpatched 
his ſervant to. the doctor the moment I 
was carried into Mrs. Bowers. 


It was thought neceſſary to bleed me, 
and my leg being well bathed, I was ſuf. 
fered to lie on the ſofa, and Maitland 
ſpending the afternoon with us was con- 
ſtantly at my ſide: He ſung, played on a 
flute, and did every thing he thought 
could entertain me. 


Il I was deſirous of retiring early, and did 
not ſtay down ſtairs to ſupper. I was 
impatient for an opportunity of conſulting 
. Laurentia 


— 


166 LAUREN TIA. 


Laurentia how we could beſt aſſiſt Mrs. | 
Bowers, but I was — to wait till the 
next morning. 


Being ſtiff 4 unwell J was obliged to 
continue in bed, and requeſted Laurentia 
would favor me with her company in 
my chamber. I had ſcarcely communi- 
cated the affair to her when a ſervant 
entered to inform us that Mrs. Bowers 
was below, and had called to inquire af- 
ter my health. We deſired ſhe might be 
ſhewn up ſtairs, and when ſhe. came I 
perceived a very great alteration in her 
dreſs; it was perfectly clean and neat, but 
diveſted of all thoſe ſhewy ornaments with 
which ſhe had been adorned the preceding 
day. She approached the bed, and ex- 

| preſſed her concern at ſeeing me there. 
I ordered her a chair, and ne my 


maid. 
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Aſter T had again thanked Mrs. Bowers 
. for her civility to me, I aſſured her © my 
aunt 


— 
— —— _ — — — — ——>; — 2 — 
. —— — — - 1 
4 


» enters . A ⁵ — —.— = > == Swe 5 = - — — 
— © an. SED _— hows 7 Fa — —— — — — 2 » IF. 2 OS F — — ig 
2 - 8 = , - « PIE an = — Rp — — — I 1 ——— tad —— — — — oo — 
— —¾ GE — . ——— a 4 
r 888 23 2 — . — — — — 
. —— 8 = „FFF 2 EE : 3 EEE — 8 
8 = EEE. — E car — 5 — = rr 2 Ex = = — — 
— . * 2 = = — 2 = _ 5 = > — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
— — — — > gre denn mend es JINGS — = - —— — — 2 — Oe _— 
— = r —— _— — - - — — > 4 — 2 — — — — 5 —- = 8 = F-1 


i 7 


— 
= r WATTS 


— 


* A — 2 8 IR — . — 
> c 
. EE TI EY 


* 5 
—— — 


I D m ß è . PT, NS es 
E - 18 A n r NE Oe, Ie Le 2 4 
nt * = of * 8 . N * 0 r v3, EO 12 ; 3 
2 N — ow. 2 2 þ WES 8 n EW og. C 
33737377) Bt yr i ey Þo 0/4 STEES O30 4 N 
* nnn n 
* f g P 


LAURENTIA iu 


aunt was as ready as myſelf to aſſiſt her, 
could ſhe but point out in what way we 
ſhould beſt” accord with her own wiſhes.” 
I thought ſhe appeared rather diſconcerted 
at the preſence of a third perſon. ' She 
was ſilent for ſome minutes; her agitation 
was evident, and when ſhe firſt attempted - 
to. ſpeak it was ſcarcely intelligible. I 
intreated her to be compoſed, ſaid, © we 
did not deſire her to relate any thing that 


would give her pain; it was ſufficient for 


us to know how we might contribute to 

her future comfort, being convinced that 

one who could ſhew fo much contrition, 

muſt have many palliating circumſtances 
W n 1 ber deviation from virtue,” 


« Indeed, you judge more favorably of 
me than I deſerve. My conduct has been 
ſuch as cannot be defended, and much as 


I may feel from the recital of my errors, 


with your permiſſion I will explain to you 
how I became dus wretched and forlorn.“ 
. 4e 1 
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« ] cannot,” faid ſhe, © plead; the 
ſmalleſt extenuation of my crime without 
throwing ſome degree of blame on her 
who brought me into the world, and who, 
from my infancy, infuſed-a ſpecies of falſe 
pride into my . youthful boſom, which, 
perhaps, my natural diſpoſition was too 
prone to ee 


* 


cc © My mother's fortune was originally ; 
ſmall, and on her marrying my father (a 
lieutenant in the navy) it was laid out, 

with ſome trifling addition of his, to pur- 

chaſe an annuity for her life. 


te They lived not long together; my 
father was ordered to his ſhip, and left 
England before I (their only child) was 
four months old. He died of a fever in 
leſs than a twelvemonth, and had nothing 
to bequeath as a portion for his infant 
daughter; yet ſeventy pounds per annum 
was ſufficient to procure us the neceſſaries 
of life, and, according to my mother's 
plan, 
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plan; it enabled her 05 ſhe eee to 
live 4 8 8 | X 


a day-ſchool in the neighbourhood, where 
I was taught bad French, and wretchedly 
inſtructed in muſic and dancing; as to 
work, it was conſidered of no great con- 
ſequence. My mother ſaid I might learn 


* - e 2 2 5 4 
J 


ployment; but, ſhe flattered herſelf, my 
perſon and fine face would nir make 
my fortune. | 

Nothing was omitted that could con- 
tribute to the improvement of charms, 
which the fond and partial eyes of my 


poor miſtaken parent dau ſo N aty 
tractive. 


og 


- 


quainted with a few reſpectable families i in 
London; but thoſe were neglected, and a 
You: Hh - I L ſet 


« We had Wem at Lambeth, and | 


as ſoon as I was old enough I was ſent to 


to embroider, as that was an elegant ems 


cc My 8 had n brews ac- 5 
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ſet of tea-viſitors encouraged, very few of 

vhom eould afford to outdo us in appear- 

ance. Some of them had huſbands with 
inferior places at court, or in the public- 
offices; but my mother ſaid they were 
gentlemen, and their wives had too much 
ſpirit to diſgrace themſelves by engaging 
in any retail trade. 


One or two of our moſt intimate 
companions happening to marry muſici- 


T7 
ans, who played conſtantly in the orcheſtra m 
at one or other of the theatres, by their i my 
means we had ſometimes the benefit of ; poi 
an order for the boxes. That was the bei. 
ſummit of our felicity, and there it was Hoff 
that the vanity of my poor mother was time 
continually heightened; by hearing what to n 


the young fellows (who crowd in at the 
end of the third act) ſaid of her darling 
daughter. Seeing us unattended by any 
gentleman, they dared to make uſe of 
the groſſeſt flattery, and frequently offered 
to end us home; but I muſt do my 

mother 


; ealt 
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mother the juſtice - to own that ſne never 
permitted any thing of that kind. She 


day.” 4 


ments of ſuch chimerical hopes than I did 


off in public; chance might favor us in 


oach- hire on ſuch occaſions. 


re that could even warrant a hope of its 


12 


uſed afterwards to ſay, © that if they were 
really in love with me they would follow 
the coach, and, by obſerving where it ſet 
us down, they could eaſily find ſome me- 5 
thod to introduce themſelves the next 


] really believed ſhe experienced more 
mortification from the repeated diſappoint- 


myſelf: However, ſhe perſiſted, theſe op- 
portunities were not to be neglected, they 
being almoſt the only ones of ſnewing me 


ame, and we were almoſt ſtarved at home 
Wo make up the unavoidable expences of 5 


9 we never met with any little adven- 


Wroducing any future advantage; and the 
bt ealth of my mother beginning to decline, - 
s ae grew miſerably anxious for the fate of 


a = my 
4 * * Cond Lies = + x 
1 Wo —— TIE 
N _ = L 
1 Y 4 — * => 5 
| 2 js ts. A — vY 


PARTIES og TOO LIST. — hen _—_ Lf Cer 
Ree er eee zen 


eh Ay AUREN 11A. 
her child. A few ſhewy cloaths, and the 


ed with Mr. Bowers; he was clerk to a 


was ſhe determined to go. 


pence of the evening with us. Mr. Coo. 


a genteel perſon, was well dreſſed, and aſi 


furniture of two rooms, being all the could 
leave me. 


a, uſt at that time I became acquaint- , 


merchant in the city, from whom he re. 
ceived a falary of eighty pounds per an- 
num, and was enabled by perquiſites to 
make it up near a hundred. 

. he firſt time I ſaw bien was at 2 
lord-mayor's ball, for which we had pro- 
cured tickets, and ill as my poor mother 


cc We were accompanied by a Mr. and 
Mrs. Cooper, who lodged in, the next 
houſe to ours, and they divided the ex- 
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per was a clerk in tlie city, and introduted 1 
Mr. Bowers to me for a partner: He hai ; 


together made no contemptible appeat 
ance. I was very well ſatisfied, but tl 
„ _  prodigio 
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prodigious crowd and confuſion, that al- 


ways prevails at ſuch times, prevented us 
from dancing much . 


« The next evening Mr, Bowers called 


at our lodgings with the cuſtomary com- 


pliments, which procured him an invita- 
tion to drink tea with us on the following 
Sunday; in ſhort, he ſoon became a con- 
ſtant viſitor, and ſufficiently attached to 
make me an offer of his hand. It was a 
match that ill accorded with my mother's 


ambition; but it promiſed to ſave me 
from abſolutely ſtarving, and as there was 


no proſpect of doing better, I at length 
had her * to accept it. 


« We were married, and Bowers re- 
moved what little property he had to our 
lodgings. As long as my mother lived 
we did very well; but on her death, which 


happened in abodt half a year after I had 
been a wite, our difficulties began to ap- 


pern. 
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9 My huſband had a deſire to be always 
4 ſmart in his appearance, and, perhaps, 
"ſpent more in adorning his perſon than was 
: confiltene with our income. I had been 


bred up in idleneſs, my mother having 
accuſtomed herſelf to manage every thing, 


even cleaning our rooms, and waſhing 


our cloaths occaſionally, from an idea that 
hard work would ſpoil my hands, und 
make me unlike a * 8 


« J therefore felt no inal for ſuch 
laborious employments, and hired a per- 
ſon to do it for me; the conſequence of 
which was, that our income was expended 
long before it was due. We ran in debt 
till we could not get credit, and the ex- 
tremity of our wants tempted my wretch- 
ed huſband to take up twenty pounds of 
his maſter 8 Fs 


* was aftoniſhed at ſuch an unexpect- 


ed ſupply ; but on his telling me it was 


borrowed, l never troubled myſelf how it 
8 Was 
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was. to be repaid, or thought more about 
it. Some of our moſt preſſing bills being 
diſcharged, I propoſed walking to Vaux- 


hall that very evening. We went, and 


ſoon after the muſic had ceaſed to play, 
we met a gentleman, to whom Mr. Bowers 
bowed. In a ſhort time we met him 
again, and he then ſtopped to ſpeak to my 
huſband, aſking him ſeveral trifling queſ- 
tions about buſineſs, and fixing his eyes 
on my face all the time he was talking. 
From their converſation I ſoon underſtood 


that the gentleman was Mr. Tankre, my 


huſband's-maſter ; but, as I never expected 


to ſee him any more, I did not take much 


notice of his perſon; indeed, he almoſt 
ſtared me out of countenance. 


F We left the gardens before onion, 
and returned home ſupperleſs, which, 


conſidering we had ſome money in our 


pockets, was a piece of prudence we did 
not often practiſe: But poor Bowers was 
not in ſpirits, confcious that he had com- 
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| mitted an act of diſhoneſty, which he could 
hardly hope would remain long undiſco- 


vered — the ſecret was painful, yet he 
could not prevail on himſelf to divulge it 
to me. Alas! it was communicated too 


ſoon, for the next Saturday Mr. Tankre 


inſpected the accounts himſelf, when the 


deficiency on my huſband's ſide fully ap- 
peared. Bowers inſtantly confeſſed what 


he had done, and how he had diſpoſed of 


the money, and offered to ſell part of our 


goods to reimburſe what he had taken. 


Mr. Tankre was not fo eaſily pacified, 


talked of proſecuting, and every thing he 


could think of to increaſe the terror of 
the poor culprit. 


At laſt he ſaid, © he 
would accompany. my . huſband to his 
lodgings, and be ſatisfied that he had pro- 
-perty ſufficient to make up the deficiency.” 

<.\T hey caught me entertaining myſelf 
with 'a Novel, and ſhedding tears over 
imaginary diſtreſs! My ſurpriſe and con- 
fuſion gave a glow to my cheeks that, 


* a 


. 
bony 
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perhaps, at the moment made me appear 
to advantage in the eyes of Mr. Tankre, 
and as a proper object for his purſuit. He, 
in his turn, affected to be vaſtly aſtoniſhed 
to find one ſo young and elegant (as he 
choſe to expreſs himſelf) in the apart- 
ments of ſuch a raſcal as Bowers, and 
aſked, in a more ſoftened tone, * who 
that lovely creature could be?“ 

She is my wife,“ ſaid Bowers, and 
will, I dare anfwer, conſent to give up 
whatever we have of value.“ 


<« She 1s too beautiful“ (returned the 
artful: wretch) * to be diſtreſſed. I am 
ſorry 1 have ſhocked her delicacy by ex- 
poſing your unworthineſs ; for her ſake I 
will forgive you this time, but do not 
abuſe my lenity, young man: Uſe this 
amiable creature well, or I immediately 
withdraw my kindneſs, and diſmiſs you 
from my 'counting-houſe.” He then at- 
tempted to comfort me (for I was weeping 
1-0 moſt 
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. moſt ſadly) and recommended a olaſs of 


| wine. We had none. Mr. Tankre in- 


ſiſted on ſending for a bottle, © as it was,” 


he ſaid, © owing to his want of precaution 
that I was thrown into a ſtare to make it 


necellary. | 


cc The ſervant belonging to the houſe 


was accordingly ſent, and ſoon procured 
- what he wiſhed for, which he ſtaid to par- 


take of himſelf, and then ſoliciting my 


pardon for affrighting me fo much, took | 


his leave. 


apparent in his countenance; his eyes 
W not encounter "mine, and or a time 


« Can you love me after this, Leo- 


nora?” ſaid he; to ſave you from want! 


did it.“ Willing to make me a partaker 
(as, indeed, I was from miſmanagement 


and want of 3 of his fault, he i 


, forgot 
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forgot that his own neceſſities were as: 
great as mine; yet, as my. nature was 
never revengeful, I did not aggravate his 
feelings by unavailing reproaches; but 
readily aſſured him of the forgiveneſs he 
implored, and then every . went on 
as uſual. 
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«.In a ſhort time we were teized for 
rent, which we were incapable of paying. 
Our butcher and baker nn, became 
| equally} enn. 
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Bowers had received half a year's wages 
before hand, and, to fave himſelf from an 
- arreſt, he had-recourſe to the dangerous 
experiment of altering. a draft belonging 
to Mr. Tankre, and making it £ 50 in- 
e 5 EA 
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A 10 was * very than Mr. Tankre 
both wiſhed and expected. It was-ſoon 
traced to my poor unfortunate hufband, 
who: had not the effrontery to deny the 


Ot 16 fact, 
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fact, and thus becaine wholly in the power 
of his maſter, by whom prayers and in- 
treaties were then diſregarded. He could 
not be perfuaded to liſten to any terms 
of accommodation; but on the hard con- 
dition of my huſband's going to the Weſt- 
Indies, where Mr. Tankre ſaid, © he 
could procure him a profitable place, in 
which he might have an opportunity of 
redeeming his loſt character.“ 


2 There was no bbrnithve: — Mr. 
Tankre would no longer employ or re- 
commend him to any one in. England; 
but promiſed, if he behaved well, to take 
care of me during his abſence, and talk= 
ed of making me houſekeeper at on 
Huntiog-Liodge. 


« J wks Bowers pected that Mr. 
Tankre was. not Quite diſintereſted when 
he made the propoſal ; but in his fituation 
xXemonſirantes would have proved his ruin, 
I, Fes, | . ee IH "Iv 
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85 © My huſband took leave of * me with 
tears in his eyes, and his laſt words were: 
ce J ſhall never ſee you again; yet, oh! 
Leonora, remember that, though I have 
tranſgreſſed the laws of my country, 1 
have ever been juſt to you.” 


« J have frequently reproached myſelf 
ſince, that I did not accompany, and ſhare 
the dangers and difficulties which poor 
Bowers has been forced to ſuſtain. I had 
then eſcaped pangs of mind which are in- 
finitely more tormenting than ny bodily 
egen 

as. | was, as it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
much affected at tHe parting, and regretted 
that I had not exerted myſelf -more, and 
endeavored to do ſomething towards the 
maintenance of myſelf : After the depar- 
ture of my huſband, the kindneſs of Mr. 
Tankre made ſuch an exertion quite unne- 
e 


« He 


— 
* 
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« He viſited me often, nor had I 5 

lution to refuſe his preſents, and, i 

he was very profuſe. 


20 


0 * : 


Ane 8 2 ee my 
error; I ought to have been on my guard, 


and might have ſuſpected that a man o 


his gay turn would not be fo generous for 
nothing; but his behaviour was for ſome 
time ſo reſpectful, that I only lamented 

we were both already married, and was 
fooliſh enough to ſuppoſe, had that not 
beenthe cafe, we m have been happy: 


J mid in che n Wan near 

a month (after my huſband was gone) 
for which Mr. Tankre paid: He then 
propoſed going into N ſhire, and told 
me I. was to enter on my 0 as houſe- 
keeper. is 04 Uo 


enn 27 
bt It was agreed that F ſhould follow 
him in a few days; a ſtage-coach would 
convey me as far as B=—, to which 
1 place 


p 
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1 Mr. Tankre promiſed « to end his | ' 
carriage to meet me, 


55520 When I tee at the inn in B- 
Mr. Tankre was there himſelf; he told 
me, with ſome concern, that his wife, 
and a niece of hers, had taken it into their 
heads to come down with him, and there · 

fore he was neither maſter of his houſe or 
carriage: I muſt. excuſe it, if he took me 
to a ſmall houſe within a mile of 'the 
Lodge, and the moment the ladies re- 
turned to town, I ſhould be ſovereign 

miſtreſs of both the houſes,” “ 


I was alarmed, and thought his be- 
haviour very different to what it had ever 
been before. He had always mixed flat- 

tery in his converſation ; but he had never 
till then called me his charming angel, 
his dear Leonora ry 


3 
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„A hack-chaiſe was ordered, and into 
it I was handed. Mr. Tankre ſeated him- 
ſelf by me, and vowed he loved me be- 
yond all earthly beings—ſwore he would 
ever be faithful to me, if I would place 
confidence in him, and condeſcend -to re- 
gard him as my protector ſhould be 
his conſtant companion - and the moſt 
dreadful imprecations were called down on 
his own head if he ever abandoned or be- 
trayed me. 15 Th "og 


% Ahr chaiſe n to the bends that 
Miß Barclay ſaw. yeſterday, which I found 
furniſhed in a tile that at firſt ſurpriſed 
me as much as it did her. It is unneceſ- 

ſary to ſay more: I am ſufficiently hum« 
bled, and own the miſery I ſuffer 1 1s no 
more than I daſer ve. 


45 „„ . 
45 « Perhiapa, you may think that my re- | 
pentance did not take place till I was de- 

Fitted by the man that tempted me. to 

ruin, 
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ruin, and therefore you can have no proof 
of * . in future. 


15 1 cannot choambes deny that it was 
ſo; and yet may ſay, that I have never 
known one happy hour ſince I came into 


this country. Friendleſs as I was, I knew _ 


not how to extricate myſelf, and the baſe 
Tankre took advantage of that circum- 
ſtance ; for, notwithſtanding all his fine 
profeſſions of everlaſting love, and the 
happineſs he enjoyed in a cottage with 
me, I ſoon found he had another object in 
purſuit : He had even the impudence to 
aſk me. to return to town with a young 
lady he intended to GT off the firſt 
OT 

cc I was not ſo loſt to all ſenſe of honor 
as to become inſtrumental in the ruin of 
others; and I plainly told him, although 
[ had ceaſed to be virtuous myſelf, I never 
would countenance ſo vile a ſcheme.” 


cc "0 


* 


. L AURENTI A. 
« My refuſal incenſed him extremely : 


He ſaid, « It was ridiculous in me to 


ſuppoſe he ſhould be long conſtant to any 
one; that it was in my power to oblige 
him in affairs of gallantry, for which he 
would make me ample amends; but if I 
preſumed to preach, he ſhould withdraw his 
allowance, and leave me to find out another 
keeper, who would act by me as gene- 
rouſly as he had done.” 


© Shocked al what I can deſcribe, 
I was incapable of returning any other 
anſwer, than © that I never would comply; 
be the conſequence what it might.” He 


left me in great diſpleaſure, and I did not 
ſee him for ſeveral days. 


— 


e When he came again, he was ac- 
companied by a man, with whom he pre- 
tended he had very particular buſineſs, 
and aſked me to reſign one of my rooms 

to them that they _ talk it over. 
CCurioſity 
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e Curioſity prompted me to liſten, and 

I foon found ſome diabohcal ſcheme was 
on foot. They were planning how they 
might beſt carry off a young lady from a 
maſquerade that was to be in the neigh- 
bourhood. I - overheard them call her 
name Fitzowen, and underſtood, from 
their converſation, that ſhe lived: with her 
mother in a houſe that belonged to Mr. 
Hervey, cloſe by the Wood. She has 
no friends that I can hear of,” ſaid Mr, 
Tankre, © to make any ſtir. after her; — 
that fool Townſend fancies himſelf in 
love with her; but, I think, it will be 
doing him a kindneſs to VO ſuch a 
| match,” 2 Fe 


« It was then agreed by both, that they 

| ſhould go to the Maſquerade, in a hack 
chaiſe, with the. beſt pair of horſes they 
could procure, and another pair to be 
kept in waiting about a mile from the 
houſe. If ſhe is once ſafe in London,” 
ſaid Tankre, I defy the Devil himſelf 
WY : N to 
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to find her out,” They afterwards talked - 

of their dreſſes, Mr, Tankre ſaying. © he 
ſhould make a deviliſh good Cardinal,” 
and aſked the other (who he called Cham- 
bers) © if he did not think the ſanctity 
of the garb would ſilence ſuſpicion, and 
make the old hag (Miſs Fitzowen's mo- 
ther) believe him ſome reſpectable cha- 
racter, that wanted a young wife, and 
would be willing to diſpenſe with fortune.“ 
They were extremely entertained at that 
idea, and concluded it would be very eaſy 
to perſuade the young lady (in moving 
from one room to another) to ſtep to the 
door, by telling her of ſome extraordinary 


figure that was playing pranks in the 
court yard. 


e likewiſe underſtood that their dreſſes 
were brought from town, by Chambers, 
were to be put on in a ſummer-houſe, 
and the chaiſe to wait in a lane by the 
ſide of Mr. Tankre's garden; for it was 
not intended that Mrs. Tankre ſhould 
| know 


LAURENTIA. 1 


ney: where her huſband ſpent the even- 
ing; he acknowledging he had no invita- 
tion, Which he however ſuppoſed was 


owing to. the infinuations of the poor 
_ curate. 0 


« © When 08 had ſettled every „ 
1 d ks own minds, they departed, wiſhing 
me a good * 


0 1 lay awake he greater part of the 
night, contriving how I might beſt coun- 
teract the ſcheme they had formed. I 
knew no perſon in whom I could ſafely 
repoſe any confidence, and the morning 
found me undetermined what plan to pur- 
ſne. | at length reſolved to be the ſole 
agent myſelf, and telling Nanny (the girl 
that lives with me) ſhe might have the 
whole afternoon to viſit her friend, who 
| lives at ſome little diſtance, I wrote a note 
to Mrs. Fitzowen, with the intention of 
delivering it myſelf,” 


i Walking 


* 
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„ Walking had been my only amuſe- 
ment ſince I came into this neighbour- 
hood, and I knew the country tolerably 
well for ſome miles round the houſe I in- 
habit. I therefore dreſſed myſelf in ſome 
of Nanny's cloaths, and making my ap- 
pearance as ſhabby as poſſible, locked the 
door after me and ſet out. In going 
miſtook the road, and went much out of 
my way, which detained me ſo long, I 
began to fear I ſhould be too late; but 
_ fortunately I was juſt in time. A car- 
riage was waiting at Mrs. F itzowen's door 
when I came within ſight of the houſe.” 


I fat down at a diſtance *till I ſaw a 
ſervant come out, I then got up, and 
going round the chaiſe, gave my note to 
the lady that went in firſt, made my curt- 
ſey, and hurried off as faſt as I could; 
thanking Heaven for giving me an op- 


portunity of performing one good action.“ 


es Tf 
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« I arrived ſafe at home, and had 
changed my cloaths before Nanny re- 
turned ; and although I was impatient for 
the next day, that I might know how 
Mr. Tankre bore his diſappointment — 
yet it was by far the happieſt night I had 
experienced for many months,” 


« About eleven o'clock the next morn- 
ing Mr. Tankre called he was the pic- 
ture of every thing unpleaſant, and told 
me, © his wife and niece were going for 
Scarborough immediately, and he was 
reſolved to either let or {ſell the Lodge, 
becauſe he hated the mie and 
N one chat lived 1 in it.“ 


« What on earth is to become of me?” 
exclaimed 1, in great diſtreſs. He was in 
a violent paſſion, ſwore it was no matter, 
and ſaid, it was my own fault that he 
had not regarded me longer, and thereby 

been prevented from wiſhing for variety; 
called me mere ſugar and water, the moſt 


inſipid 
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inſipid creature he ever met with; without 
ſpirits ſufficient to attach any man's * 
tions for a whole week.“ ; 

0 Tears were the only anſwers J ven- 
tured to make to ſuch reproaches; and 
when he had pretty well vented himſelf, 
he gave me five guineas, and ſaying, © he 
ſhould conſider what was to be done with 
me; I might remain where I was for the 
preſent,” he left me, nor have I ever ſeen 
him ſince.“ 


+] I heard his family left the Lodge in 
two days after; and Nanny tells me, the 
houſe is abſolutely to be ſold.” 


e have been very careful of my 
money ever ſince this change, and have 
not yet had occaſion to break into the 
five guireas he left me. But indeed I 
| ſhould greatly rejoice to be put in a way 
to - provide for myſelf, without being 
obliged to aſk any farther affiſtance from 

1 Mr. 
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Mr. Tankre, or without diſpoſing. of any 
thing that really belongs to him. I wilt 
to o leave every ag: as I found i it,” 5 


The poor woman K he 3 
wiſtfully at my aunt, then at me.— Per- 
haps Laurentia, with all her ſoftneſs, pitied 
Mrs. Bowers leſs than Eglantine did had 
ſhe been ſeduced by one ſhe loved, Lau- 
rentia could have more readily forgiven 
the fault; but her notions of: conſtancy to 
a firſt attachment are carried to a degree: 
of enthuſiaſm, not often met with; and 
rendered her, in the preſent inſtance, more 
ſevere than I ſuppoſed her nature was 
capable of being. She aſked Mrs, Bowers 
« if ſhe was willing to become a Magda- 
len, and thereby give full proof of her 
earneſt deſire to be thoroughly reclaimed? 
promiſing at the ſame time to provide for 
her at the expiratian. of the time allotted 
for her ta remain under the protection of 
Vor. II. Wh Aſter 
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Acſter a ſhort pauſe ſhe replied “ Yes, 
the ſhould be thankful to be admitted 
there ; for then, perhaps, her huſband (if 
he ever returned) would be convinced of 
the ſincerity of her repentance.” 
Laurentia was pleaſed that ſhe ſo rea- 
dily came-into her ſcheme, and told her, 
* ſhe might either remain at Berry-wood 
- *till ſhe could be ſent to town; or if ſhe 
rather choſe to go to her houſe again for a 
few days, the houſe-keeper here ſhould 
have orders to receive her when ſhe came 
back.” Full of gratitude, Mrs. Bowers 
declared her wiſh to be under this hoſpi- 
table roof as ſoon as poſſible; but ſhe 
ſhould like to ſee that every thing was 
teft in order at the houſe under her care— 
ſhe would go and diſmiſs the ſervant, 
write to Mr. Tankre, and ſend an inven- 
tory of what was there; adding, © ſhe 
would return her watch and many other 
trinkets that 'only proclaimed her ſhame.” 


She 
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She was commended for this reſolution, 
which ſhe has really practiſed, and is now 7 
becom a | gueſt at Berry-Wood. | 


1 and Mr. Maitland ſay, « they 
ſuſpected, from the firſt moment they ſaw 
her, that ſhe was kept by Tankre.” ' How- 
ever, they give her due praiſe for her con- 
duct reſpecting Eliza, and through their 
intereſt ſhe will be ſpeedily received into 
the Magdalen Hoſpital. 


Adieu. : 


LET r ER XXIII. 


H! my Moria, my friend, what a 
ſcene of iniquity is now brought to 
light | But I will*endeavour to be me- 
thodical, and relate "uy thing in the | 
(order. it O_ - ; 

K 2 Some 
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Some few days ſince I wrote a note to 
Eliza Eitzowen, and ſent it with ſome 
books by a ſervant. She returned a ver- 
bal anſwer, and hoped I would excuſe her 
writing, as ſne was much indiſpoſed. 


Sir W. Maitland, his ſon, and Mr. 
Franks, were to dine at the wood that day, 
and therefore it was impoſſible for me to 
follow the impulſe of my own inclination, 
_ and viſit her immediately, as I ſhould 
Otherwiſe have done. Laurentia and I 
"left the gentlemen ſoon after dinner, but 
were quickly joined by Charles Maitland 
3 Partitey, who were ſo extremely de- 
firous to have a little muſic, that we could 
not refuſe to oblige them, and ſuffered 
ourſelves to be led, into a room we have 
* oe 5 Pu PC 
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my uncle ſent in requeſt we would 
order tea earlier than U; and Lauren- 


tia Inn of a pain in her head, ſaid 
' ſhe 


* 


GC 
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et ſhe would leave the gentlemen to mi 
care, and try if a walk in the air would not 
relieve her.“ 5 


As J was pouring out the tea, I faid 
in a low voice to Darnley, * How I ſhould 
like to ſee poor Eliza this evening!“ 
Maitland overheard me, and inſtantly de- 
manded Why ſhould you not?“ „ I 
was afraid it was too late to undertake 
ſuch a walk, as it muſt be dark before 1 

could return.” The moon is more than 
a week old,” replied he, put yourſelf 
under my care, I will conduct you in ſafety 
to your friend, and eſcort you back by 
moon: light.“ I ſhould like it of all things if 
Mr. Darnley will likewiſe accompany us.“ 
Darnley bowed, © moſt certainly.” Charles 
ſmiled and aſked, © why I was afraid to 
truſt une Rich him alone?” I thought 
98 be ce! than | oae, and. We ſet . 


The. 
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= The neareſt road to Paraclete lay 

> © through the wood, and I propoſed going 

* round by the cave, as I thought Lauren- 

tia might probably be there, and would 
have no HR to Join our party. 


T was one of thoſe. mild evenings, which 
the latter end of the year ſometimes pro- 
duces, when nature preſents her moſt 
beautifully variegated pictures; the yel- 
low tinge of the trees in ſome parts, con- 
traſted with the deep green of others, with 
now and then the ruſtling of thoſe leaves 
that fell, at once gratified the eye and 
ſoothed the ear. 1 ae ſuffered either 
of my companions to ſpeak, that I might 
liſten (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) to the 
ſtillneſs that reigned around us. 


Charles could not be kept ſilent long; 
he was comparing me to a wood-nymph, 
and complained of my cruelty. Half in 
joke, I declared, © I believed the wood 
was really haunted, and bid him take care 


; = he 
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| he did not offend the rural deities that 
preſided over the ſpot we were then on.” 


As I finiſhed ſpeaking, I actually diſ- 
cerned at ſome diſtance, the very ſame 
figure that had terrified me fo much once 
before; and pointing to it I exclaimed, 

„ For Heaven's ſake purſue that ſpectre, 
and find out the meaning of its appear- 
ance here.” Maitland and Darnley flew 
from my fide in an inſtant, and I quickly 
loſt ſight both of them and the object of 
their purſuit. Left alone, I called loudly 
for Laurentia, and made the wood reſound 
with my cries. She heard me from the 
cave and came forward] ſeized her arm, 
and dragging her with me, ran as faſt as 
I could, entreating that we might return 
to the houſe and diſpatch ſervants to. the 
aſſiſtance of Maitland and Darnley, 'who 


were gone after — © After what?“ ſaid 
1 Laurentia eagerly. I did not dare to tell 
1 the truth, but heſitating a little, «a robber 
. L believe.” | +13 | 

a K 4. Still. 
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” Still keeping faſt hold of n 1 

ſcarce felt the ground with my feet, and 
we arrived at the houſe almoſt breathleſs 
and pale with affright. I ruſhed into the 
room where my uncle and his gueſts were 
playing at cheſs, and threw them all into 

conſternation by the wildneſs of my looks. 
« Oh! Sir, Sir, order every ſervant you 
have into the wood, that an impoſtor may 

be detected Mr. Maitland and Darnley 
may want aſſiſtane. 


My uncle rang the bell with much vio- 
lence, and pave the order I diftated with- 
out once - queſtioning me. The alarm 
on ſpread, and, as is generally the caſe, 
« the danger was greatly magnified. Some 

_ few to arms, and took up the firſt weapons. 
they could find; not a male remained in. 
F, the houſe, and the maid ſervants came 
crowding to be informed of particulars— 

but before I could invent any excuſe to 

allay their curioſity, in the preſence of 
Laurentia, the gentlemen returned, and, 
„ brought 


* 


— 
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bronght che delinquent along with them, 
diſrobed indeed of his white veſtments, 
but with a face as pale as paint and ſname 
could make it. Judge of our furpriſe, 
when every eye knew him to be Brian, 
the butler. My uncle almoft choaked 
with rage, demanded « What he meant?” 
Laurentia ſcreamed and was violently agi- 
rated. I entreated her to retire, but after 
' The had. recovered the firſt fhock, ſhe 
perſiſted in ſtaymg to hear what he could 
fay for himſelf, and how it was poible for 
her to be fo decerved.. | 


Brian fell on his Kricok and prayed” to 
be forgiven, making folemn proteſtations, 
that © when he firft attempted to appear 
as a ghoſt, he was actuated by no other 
motive than . curioſity, to fee how 7 
Hervey would behave.” Villain,“ ex- 
claimed my uncle, how could you 55 | 
to ſport with the feelings of my ſiſter ?? 

“ Have patience, Sir, and J will tell yon. 
all. It was one evening. laſt ſpring, as 1 
e K 5, was 
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was walking in the wood, happening 0 
go near the cave, I overheard Miſs Her- 
vey reading ſomething about people's ap- 
pearing again after they were dead. She 
pauſed ſome time, and then faid, * how 
ſhe wiſhed Heaven would permit her the 
ſight of her dear Spencer.” At that mo- 
ment 1t came into my head: to repreſent 
him, for I had often heard. Mrs. Barlow 
fay, © he was juſt my ſize,” and from her 
1 had learnt every particular relating to 
his death. So taking my-pencil, I wrote 
a few words, ſignifying I ſhould be there 
to-morrow if ſhe would meet me; and 
_ truſting the paper to the wind, which fat 
the right way to anc it into the cave, I 

ſtole off unperceived. 


* The next morning I went to B—— 
and purchaſed ſome white ſtuff, paint, &c. 
without letting any one into the ſecret, I 
| prepared what I Judged a proper dreſs. — 
Towards evening Miſs Hervey went out 
as uſual quite Ane and I. determined to 
riſque 
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riſque my appearance, whether ſhe. had 


the note or not. I followed her into the 


wood, and put on my diſguiſe with the 1 in- 
tention of keeping at a convenient diſ- 
tance. By means of ſome phoſphoric 


matter I contrived to throw a faint. gleam 


of light on the entrance of the cave, which 
I. thought. would both prepare the lady, 
and confirm her in the ſuppoſition of: 7 
ſomething ſupernatural.” | 

« I did not dare to approach very near, 
or to remain. very, long in. ſight, but 
quickly, dilappeared,, and changing my 


dreſs returned home, where I waited with: 


much impatience, expecting Miſs Her 
vey would return alſo.“ 


1 hoped, through. Barlow, to hear 
what effect the apparition. had: made on 


the mind of her miſtreſs. Near. an hour 
elapſed — I began to be ſcriouſly uneaſy z, 


for although Miſs Hervey had frequently 


remained out much later, yet I. could not: 


oo 
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but be appreltenſive of unpleaſant conſe- 
quences, and half repented my rafh frolic. 
Tired of waiting, I perſuaded Barlow to 


©, accompany me, in a walk through the 


wood, and led her purpoſely by the cave. 


We went in and found Miſs Hervey 


there, ſhe appeared as if juſt awoke from: 

'a frightful dream, and confeſſed, ſome 

thing had alarmed. her, ſpoke rather in a 

hurry, and was glad of Barlow's arm which 
| ſupported her to the houſe.” 


e The next day ſhe was unwell, but as 
ſhe had often been indiſpoſed before, I felt 
no inclination to lay her illneſs to any 
thing I had. done; and on her giving 


. orders that none of the ſervants ſhould. 


inform her brother ſhe had been worſe 
than uſual; I concluded ſhe was not alto- 
gether diſpleaſed with the adventure, and 
that encouraged me to. make a fecond_ 


Wo trial of her courage.“ 


ET 4 
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et J embraced the firſt opportunity, and 
then venturing rather nearer, I could per- 


cCeive ſhe beheld me with compoſure. 1 


made ſuch geſtures as I thought indicated 
ſilence on my part, and retreated by des 
grees, when. am ſhe. had thorou oghly; 
obſerved me. 


te Theſe viſits were repeated a few times 
before Miſs Barclay came to live here. 
I. was grown bolder by the credulity of 
Miſs Hervey,. and become leſs on my: 
guard. Being ſeen one evening by her 
niece, . I diſappeared as ſoon as poſſible, 
but not. without. affrighting the young: 
lady, whoſe ſcreams brought her aunt from 
her retreat. I then began to fear detecs 
tion, and made a mental reſolution never 
to attempt any thing of the kind again 
which reſolution I have faithfully kept till 
this unfortunate evening.” 


He ceaſed; and aſtoniſhment- ſealed up- 
our lips. Mr. Maitland then produced a 


206 DAUREN TI. A. 


paper, which he ſaid © he ſnatched from: 
the hand. of Brian when he firſt ſeized him. 
in the wood. 2 


The poor ghoſt. bluſhed through. all 
his paint, on its-being expoſed. He prayed 
for mercy— that. the reſt of the ſervants 
might retire, and painful as it would be, 
he would explain its meaning, 


Laurentia, though the greateſt ſufferer, 
pleaded that he might be indulged in that 
requeſt.. 


The paper was then. read; it was di- 
rected to Laurentia, in letters of gold, and 
the inſide contained four lines, written with 
the ſame ſhining liquid, and were as 
follow: 


« Heav*n ſees your virtues with approving. eyes, 
« And ſeraphs hail you to your native ſkies: 
One ſhort week more, your ſorrows all muſt * | 


For with your Edmund you ſhall reſt in peace.“ 
2 Heaven 


ſe; 
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&« Heaven and earth,” ſaid my uncle, 


1 Why the raſcal intended to affright my 


fiſter to death. Villain,“ exclaimed he, 
«© was you not content with playing your 

vile tricks,. unleſs you could deprive of 
exiſtence, her, who has. ever been a kind 

miſtreſs to you: 3 


i, returned the 1 ec. guilt 
knows no bounds. I have been led ſtep: 
by ſtep, 'till what was began as diverſion, . 
is likely to end in my ruin.” „What 


advantage could you propoſe to yourſelf, 


by conveying that paper to me? aſked: 
Laurentia, in the gentleſt accents, & for 


Us evident 1 It was intended as a laſt ſum-. 


mons. 


0 Pardon; pardon. me,” returned the 
fellow, „but you muſt allow me to throw 
part of. the blame on yourſelf — on your 
earneſt. deſire to- leave this world; I. knew 


you was continually praying to rejoin your 
* lover.“ 


c Gracious. 


LAURENTIA 

tio RHeaveniT hot) ds this poſ- 
fible! from whence had you ſuch informa- 
tion? Barlow is incapable of 'betraying 
and ſporting with my weakneſs.” * She 
is, ſaid Brian, but I have long had a 
deſign on her. Tired of ſervitude, J. 
wanted to be my own maſter; it was my 
wiſh to ſettle in London, and keep an eat- 
ing -houſe ] had but little money myſelf, 
and I knew Bartow had ſaved ſomething 
handſome. I paid my addreffes- to her, 
and have repeatedly offered my hand, but 
although ſhe acknowledged ſhe regarded 
me, no entreaties could ever prevail on 
Her to quit her miſtreſs. 


ec I 3 ſet my head to ein to 
effect that by ſtratagem, which failed by 
-perſuaſion. I. have obſerved before, that 
from Barlow 1 had received every parti- 
cular I could wiſh, reſpecting the former 
part of Miſs Hervey's life her ftrong at- 
tachment to Mr. Spencer, and the melan- 
choly events that happened in the family.. 
ian oy 


I therefore ſatisfied my conſcience, by 
conſidering, that I ſhould, in reality, be 
doing a kindneſs. to Miſs Hervey, by: 
haſtening that period ſhe ſo ardently longed 
for; · and, after all, it would depend entirely 
on herſelf—ſhe might either believe or re- 
ject the meſſage I had prepared, accord- 
ing to her own inclination, If it fuc- 
ceeded, I hoped, and indeed expected, 
that Mrs. Barlow would come in for a. 
good legacy and the cloaths ofher miſtreſs. 
At any rate, ſhe would then be at liberty,. 
and I apprehended no farther obſtacle to- 
our union. Long have I waited to put 
this ſcheme in execution. Miſs Hervey 
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} 


has not been much in the wood lately, and 


1 almoſt defpaired of effecting my pro- 


Je before winter. — This evening ſhe. 


happened to go out alone, I had not the 


leaſt idea that any part of the family: . 


would follow her, and I inſtantly reſolved 
to avail myſelf of ſo good an opportunity. 
I was proceeding to the place, where I in- 
tended. to deliver that paper and diſappear 


immediately. 
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immediately. Thoſe gentlemen have de- 
tected me. I have now given a true and 
faithful agcount of every thing. I repent, 
and am very ſorry for what I have done, 


but muſt reinsin an humble roma for 
your IE" 2060. 
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The gentlemen thought he deſerved 
[f; | none, and my uncle talked of making an 
1 example of him. Laurentia again inter- 
WW ceded, and begged his puniſhment might 
1 be left to her — © She would inflict no 


other, than an immediate diſmiſſion from 
his preſent ſervice, his own confcience (if 
his intentions were wicked) would ſuffi- 
 Clently torment him,” My uncle was by 
no means ſatisfied, but Laurentia con- 
tended © that in bringing Brian to juſtice, 
the herſelf muſt unavoidably be expoſed, 
"and every. wound. opened atreſh.” 
S. 

TD he W wn bl — 
The butler was ordered to pack up his 
cloaths, and depart. that very night, never 

FE a 
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to expect a character, or any future favor 
from a family he had endeavored to in- 
jure in fo tender a point. : 


He thanked Laurentia for her clemen- 
cy, and, I doubt not, was glad to get off 
without feeling any worſe conſequences. 


Sir W. Maitland and his party ſtaid with 
us to a very late hour, ſo much had they 
to ſay on this ſtrange adventure. 
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After ey were gone poor Barlow ap- 
proached her miſtreſs with trembling ; the 
faithful creature was fearful of being 
thought concerned in Brin'as plot. She 
declared; “ the regard ſhe once had for 
him was now turned into the moſt irre- 
concilable hatred, and that no intreaties 
could prevail on her to ſee him before he 
left the houſe, ſo thoroughly did ſhe de- 
ſpiſe and abhor his- baſe and ungrateful 
conduct.“ Laurentia aſſured her, * ſhe 
was perfectly ſatisfied of her innocence, 
; and 
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her, even with Barlow. 
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and ſhould never harbour a Saks to 
the prejudice of a woman, whom ſhe re- 


5 nes more as a friend thats ö 8 


4 inſiſted « on paſſing the night i in Lau- 
rentia's chamber, for I dreaded leaving 
The agitation of 
my poor aunt. cannot be deſcribed !! Mor- 
tified beyond what ſhe could expreſs, at 


having been impoſed: on, and made the 


laughing ſtock of a ſervant, ſhe could. 
ſcarcely tell how to ſupport the idea, and: 
almoſt wiſhed to leave Berry-Wood,. de-- 
claring, that her favorite ſpot would 


now lofe every charm,” 


I ara” to afk, « if C * 


| would not be a more agrecable reſidence? 


She replied, © in many reſpects, perhaps 


it might; but ſhe ſhould grieve to leave 


Mrs. Fitzowen and Eliza. — Mrs. Lacells's 


company could not © codipentite "| for their 


. ve.” 
Sleep 
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sleep we had none, and the morning : 
found us reſtleſs and fatigued. At break-. 


faſt my uncle again propoſed ſpending the 


winter in town, and ſpoke ſo warmly on 
the ſuhject, that Laurentia made no op- 
poſition. She is, I believe, convinced 
that her romantic notions have been car- 
ried to a faulty exceſs. Perhaps, Maria, 
this affair may, in ſome degree, work a 
cure, and. thus may good ſpring out of 


Darnley has received his fummons to 


attend the wedding of one of the young. 

ladies whom he conducted from India: 
He leaves us the latter end of this week, 

and Mrs. Bowers goes at the ſame time. 


Sir William Maitland: took leave yeſ. 


terday, but Charles is ſtill in the neigh- 
bourhood ; he ſays he will not quit it till 
I do, left another ghoſt ariſe, 


Eliza 
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accommodate all of us. 
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Eliza is better, and, I believe, as an 


inducement for Laurentia to ſubmit to a 
town life, both Mrs. Fitzowen and her 
daughter will be invited to accompany us. 
We ſhall take no denial from Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwin, and muſt inſiſt on detaining 
their dear Maria. 


My uncle has juſt informed me, that he 


commiſſioned Sir W. Maitland to look 


out for a proper houſe, large enough to 
The baronet's 
deſire to have us near him will make him 


1 e in the en = 


My e deſired che houſe 10 be 
ready furniſhed, as he would not take one 
for any long time, till he ſaw what effect 


it would have on the health and ſpirits of 


his ſiſter; Is he not an exemplary,” bro- 
ther. Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 


UR family is now ſomewhat reduced. 
' Darnley and Mrs. Bowers are gone. 


Laurentia is rather indiſpoſed, and con- 
fines herſelf almoſt wholly to her chamber. 


We "I had foi Sir W. Maitland ; 
he has engaged a houſe for us near Hyde- 


Park, which, he thought would be an 


_ agreeable circumſtance to Laurentia, who 
has been uſed to ſo much air. He adds, 
« its vicinity to Knightſbridge » was a 
temptation he could not reſiſt; for, he 


hopes, we ſhall leave neither our hoſpi- 


tality or friendly manners in the country.“ 


Sir William is acquainted with Mr. 
Merton's family at Kenſington. In his 
letter he mentions meeting Darnley there, 
and 
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and ſays, © he (Sir William) is fare the 
Italian has made a more lively impreſ- 


ſion than mere gratitude in the heart of 


the youngeſt Miſs Clever; that a thou- 


ſand inadvertencies on her part diſcover 


it, and Darnley ſeems the only perſon in- 


ſenſible of the prin ail he has acquired 


| over the ee Amelia.“ 


The great modeſty of Darnley, and the 
diffident opinion he entertains of himſelf, 
will, I am afraid, long keep him in igno- 
rance of the happineſs he might otherwiſe 
enjoy from an union with ſuch an amiable 
woman: But, perhaps, time, and a few 
friendly hints, may open his eyes, and lead 


him to make à proper return. I hope, at 


leaſt (for the ſake of the young lady) that 
his ideas of a firſt attachment are not 


quite conſonant to thoſe of Laurentia. 
He has hitherto loved without hope of 


a return, in the preſent inſtance, as Ame- 
lia's love muſt be perfectly diſintereſted, 


any) 
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any) and ſerve to conſole him for former 
diſappointments. | 


The latter end of November is fixed 
for our going to town ; but Mr, Town- 
ſend has put an abſolute negative on Eli- 
za's accompanying us. He ſays, © it is 
poſſible ſhe might meet with Mr. Tankre 
if ſhe went to any public place,” and the 
curate dare not truſt the conſequences. 


The good girl acquieſced with as much 
true humility as if ſhe was already the par- 
ſon's wife; but her eyes confeſs ſhe regrets 
the approaching ſeparation. How can I 
bear to part with you,“ ſaid ſhe to me, 
e who have taught my affections to ex- 
pand, and cheered my drooping ſpirits. 
with the ſweet ſmiles of friendſhip ? Be- 
fore I knew you, I loved nobody but my 
mother, and 1 hardly dared to hope that 
any other being would accept my love: 
Now you are going to leave me, and, 
although my affection for my parent is not 

Vol. II. 'L leſſened 
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leſſened, yet I cannot feel ſo happy with 
only her ſociety as formerly.” But you 
will have another comforter, Eliza : Mr. 
Townſend may tell love tales- from 
morning to night without any fear of in- 
terruption.” Eliza bluſhed, and, graſp- 
ing my hand, Though I prize my 
lover, yet | know how to value my friend.” 


ce But,” ſaid I, with a very grave face, 
ce you will not relinquiſh his company, for 
a few. months, to oblige that friend?“ 
She looked alarmed for a few moments, 
then regaining her compoſure, replied, 
with a ſweetly penſiv- ſmile, *Eglantine 
would not wiſh Eliza to act contrary to 
the inclination and advice of her mother.” 


« And ſo poor Eglantine 1s to be paci- 
fied with a fine compliment for being de- 
prived of her friend's company ?—Wel, 
I ſhall only love Maria the more.” 


cc Cruel!“ 


I. AURA N TIA. 219 


e Cruel!“ exclaimed the dear girl, 


with a tear riſing in her eye; © Eglantine 
knows, that if only my own heart was 


conſulted, it would for ever adhere to 
hers.“ | 


„Pardon me, my dear girl, I did 


not mean to make you ſeriouſly unealy ; 


we ſhall ſtill be friends.—* Should moun- 


tains riſe, or oceans roll between us,“ they 


cannot ſever our affe&tions.” She was 
gratified at the aſſurance, and expreſſed a 


_ thouſand thanks. 


I cannot wonder that Townſend is afraid 
to truſt Eliza in town; it is impoſſible to 
conceive any thing more ſimply elegant 
than her form and manners : She is, in 
truth, all ſimplicity — nature's ſweeteſt 
child, and perfectly unconſcious that any 
attractions belong to her perſon, 


I begin now. to ſuſpe& that Paraclete 
will be deſerted before the probationary 
3 © Re 
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twelvemonth once talked of ; and ſhould 
. Caſtlemoor be our reſidence when we 
leave town, it is moſt likely that circum- 
ſtance would haſten the nuptials of Eliza 
and Townſend. 


I grieve to leave her in ſuch a lonely 
ſituation, ſurrounded by the gloom of win- 
ter: But Mrs. Fitzowen fays, © it is a 
Paradiſe to her, with the proſpect of fu- 
ture happineſs for her daughter.” Town- 
ſend cannot quit this neighbourhood till 
next March, and, I think, I may anſwer 
for his being almoſt conſtantly with them. 


Lavrentia is, I believe, tolerably recon- 
ciled to what has been long the wiſh of 
my uncle ; and, if we can prevail with her 
to aſſociate à little more with beings of 
her own ſpecies, I doubt not but ſhe will 
be inſenſihl y weaned from thoſe romantic 
notions that have, at times, rendered her 

almoſt ridiculous 1 1n the eyes of thoſe, who 


were 
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were not ſufficiently. acquainted with her 
hiſtory, to make proper allowance. 


I have deſcribed you, Maria, to her in 
colours that have already excited a deſire 
to be convinced, whether the original is 
anſwerable to the copy. I am as ſure ſhe 
will love you as that I myſelfdo; and-as 
for your excellent mother, could we per- 
ſuade her to make a long ſtay with us, 
her company would.do more towards re- 
ſtoring tranquillity to my aunt than any 
other circumſtance that. could happen. 


. Laurentia is very. amiable, and. was ſhe 
to have ſome clever, ſenſible woman con- 
ſtantly with her, whom ſhe both loved 
and feared to incur the diſapprobation of, 
by giving way to little whims, ſhe would, 
indeed, become a moſt eſtimable cha- 
racter— as firm in friendſhip,” as ſhe 
once was fond in love. | 


L.3 T have | 
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I have your letter this moment, and 
feel infinitely more gratified than I have 
power to expreſs, by finding that Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwin have ſo kindly acceded to 
my wiſhes. They will ſpare me their 
Maria for a whole winter, and I will not 
ſuffer one thought of a ſeparation to em- 
bitter preſent happineſs. « s. 


I was interrupted. My uncle ſent to 
ſpeak with me. I went down ftairs with 
your dear epiſtle in my hand. I really 
felt ſo delighted, that my countenance at 
once teſtified the contents were of a plea- 
ſing nature. My uncle was in the library. 
Not expecting to find any body there but 
himſelf, I bounced in, and, holding up the 
letter, declared, I was the happieſt of 
human beings.” He certainly knew the 
hand-writing, but ſmiled, and, taking my 
hand, turned me round, and I perceived. 
Mr. Maitland was in the room, to whom. 
my uncle ſaid, Look, Charles, and tell 
| | Me. 
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me if you ever ſaw any creature more 
| delighted with a love letter,” 


Wh nets continued he, addreſſing 
himſelf to me, that your favorite will 
meet you in town.“ 


« Oh, yes,” returned I, © and ſtay all 
winter. Mr. and Mrs, Elwin will like 
wiſe accompany their“ Son,” inter- 
rupted my uncle, who looked as if he 
wiſhed me to carry on the joke. 


* Senſible that Charles Maitland had 
been particular in his attentions to me, I 
thought he might conſtrue this as a mean 
attempt to rouſe his jealouſy, and the 
diſtreſs I felt called forth a bluſh on my 
cheeks. My confuſion was interpreted by 
Maitland to a contrary cauſe. He ſup- 
poſed he had diſcovered a ſecret—yet it 
was evident that ſecret gave him no plea- 
fure. 
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Why don't you congratulate her ?” 
ſaid my uncle, for ſhe has been parted 
from her lover ſome months; and, I 
doubt not, but thoſe months have been 
called ages by both the young people.“ 


Indeed, Mr. Hervey,” ſaid Maitland, 
with a very ſolemn face, © I am not diſ- 
intereſted enough to do as you bid me. 
T had hoped, that Miſs Barclay had not 
yet formed any attachment of the Kind 
you hint at — ſo young too,“ added he, 
with a figh. — © P'ſhaw,” returned my 
uncle, they have been acquainted from 
their infancy. I am told that young El- 
win and Eglantine loved each other before 
either of them knew what love was. 


« And you will love Maria,” ſaid I to 
Charles, „when you know her.” 
« Maria!“ repeated he, in a tone of | 
ſourpriſe—< Yes, Maria Elwin, whom my 
uncle has been ſpeaking of. Did he 
i | not 


to 


of 


my 
he 


not 
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not ſay their Son?“ replied Charles, his 
countenance ſtill expreſſive of diſpelief. | 


They have no Sous” 


« Oh 1 my dear Miſs Barclay, you 
have generouſly removed an oppreflive 
weight from my heart, and I mult love 


you ten thouſand times better for your 
goodneſs.” He caught my hand, and at-- 


moſt devoured it with kiſles.. 


e My uncle laughed heartily. I enz 
deavored to diſengage myſelf, ſaying, 1 


half repented having undeceived him.” 


* Ah! you may be S but I will. 
never ceaſe to love you.” ! 


FL”. - very pretty confellion, truly!“ 


ſald my uncle, to make before a witz 
neſs.“ — 1 ſhould: glory in having an 


opportunity of publiſhing it before all the 
world.“ — Come, come, returned my: 


uncle, rather gravely, “ this is gone far- 
ther than I intended; my niece is to) 


— 


LI. young 
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young to think of love yet.“ Nay 
then,” replied Charles, © out of your own 
mouth will I condemn you. Did you not 
ſay, ſhe had loved from her infancy?“ — 
« Ay, but ſhe herſelf has explained what 
fort of love that was—mere ſiſterly affecti- 
on.“ ͤ And why ſhould ſhe not love me 
with a flame as pure and gentle as that 
which burns towards Maria?“ 


« Alas! Charles, I fear you would not 
long be contented with the calm and tran- 
quil affection of a ſiſter for a brother.“ 
«Oh! yes, ſo ſhe loves me at all, and, 
with your approbation, I ſhall enjoy a fe- 
lieity that monarchs might envy.” 


Think, Maria, what were my feelings. 
during this converſation. Charles himſelf 
muſt fee and pity them. © May I hope 
that you will. grant me your friendſhip ?” 
aid he, his eyes ſparkling with. delight, 
which he could not conceal, © that you- 
will love me as a brother; at preſent F 
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alk no nearer, dearer name.” . 1; have 
always eſteemed you as a friend, and as 
the Son of a man whom 1 greatly admire, 
I-might fay, whom I love. I can promiſe - 
no More than to continue 5 eſteem * 
L ſee reaſon. to withdraw it.“ © Nor will. 
I. aſk. more,” ſaid he, ſatisfied, perhaps. 
with the influence which his penetration 
had diſcovered in my heart. It ſhall be 
the future ſtudy of my lite to render my- 
ſelf worthy of your tender regard.” He 
preſſed my hand to his lips with reſpect- | 
ful tenderneſs, and changed the ſubject by 
aſking me after Eliza. He ſpent the reſt - 
of the day with us, and was fo, lively, ſo : 
ntertaining, without once taking advan- 
tage of what had paſſed in the library, or 
ſo much as recalling my. thoughts to that 
ſubject, that I became perfectly eaſy, and 
the reſerve I felt for the firſt half hour 
gradually wore off, and reſtored me to my 
uſual ſerenity, and frecdom. | 


L.6. Alter- 
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After he was gone I began to look into 
my heart, and really find that Charles 
Maitland. is very dear to me; nor do I 
know that I have cauſe to bluſh when 1 
make this honeſt declaration to you. He 
is amiable and good: Laurentia fays; 
ce he has been ſent by my guardian- angel 
to make a gentle inroad in my heart, and 
preſerve it from falling into the ſnares of 
artful and deſigning men, whom I, moſt 
probably, ſhall often meet with in the 
metropolis.“ It is certain T ſhall behold 
all others with the moſt perfect indiffe- 
rence; he can have no rival in my af: 
fections, except it be his father; and I 
declare to you, Maria, had I not known 
the Son, I might have fallen in love with 
Sir William, notwithſtanding the e 
of our age. : 
N Thus pleaſing are my future proſpects; 
nor can I be too thankful for the enjoy- 
ment of ſuch friends. | 

z 5 I am. 
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IT am impatient to introduce Charles to 
Maria; her approbation will give him 
ſtill greater merit in my partial eyes. 


I'wiſh he had a brother in every reſpect 
as amiable as himſelf; you, my friend; 
would then be ſoon- _ to confeſs: Wir 
Eglantine: 


« The point to which our ſweeteſt paſſions move;. 
Is to be fondly lov'd, and fondly love, 
This is the charm that ſooths the troubled breaſt;.. 
Friend of our health, and Author of our reſt”: - 
Bids every gloomy, vexing paſſion fly, _ 

And tunes Cach jarring ſtring to harmony. 
Dull is the privilege of living free, 


Qur hearts were never form'd for liberty.“ 


Adieu. 


E. E L- 
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F. CONCLUDED my laſt letter in high 
L ſpirits : I almoſt forgot that affliction 


could aſſail me. Alas! what a melancholy - 


change! Your poor Eglantine has now 
need of all your ſympathy ; for, ah ! my 
friend, I have received a ſhock (the 
greater, perhaps, from being unexpected) 
from which I cannot quickly recover: 
I. have loſt my- aunt! Laurentia is no- 


more! Her gentle ſoul has cuitted its 


earthly manſion, and winged its flight- 


among the immortals. 


>. 

The day after I wrote to you, I pre- 
vailed on Laurentia to accept an invita- 
tion from Mr. and Mrs. Franks, to be 
preſent at a little dance they meant to 
give before Charles Maitland left this 
neighbourhood. 
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T cannot forbear N myſelf for 
being ſo importunate: I ſhould have. left 
her to judge for herſelf, yet ſhe accom- 
panied my uncle and F with ſeeming 
cheerfulneſs. Among the company aſſem- 
bled on this occaſion was Major Durant, . 
ax middle aged man, but a perfect rattle : 
He appeared diſpoſed to ridicule every 
thing that bordered on ſeriouſneſs or do- 
meſtic comfort; and it unfortunately hap- 
pened that he choſe to diſplay his wit, 
during the time we were at ſupper, on 
ce thoſe love- ſick fair ones who pretended 
to be invariably conſtant to a firſt attach. 

ment.“ 


He was taken up very ſmartly by ſeve- 
ral gentlemen and ladies at table; but his- 
ſuperior effrontery ſoon wear ied them of 
che argument, and he thought he had 
gained a complete triumph, becauſe he 
was no longer oppoſed; but he could not 
enjoy it wich moderation, or ſuffer the 
ſubject to drop. 


Lwas 
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I was mortified and pained on Lauren 
tia's account, . and whiſpered to Charles 
(who fat: by me) my wiſhes-that. the Ma- 
jor would hold his tongue. Charles had 
been as uneaſy as myſelf; he could bear 
it no longer; and endeavored to ſtop the 
career of the Major by a ſarcaſm, which, 
unhappily, ſeemed to reflect on ſome part 
of his former conduct (but - of which 

Charles was totally ignorant:) — The 
Major took fire, and demanded an expla- 

nation. Charles ſmiled, and evaded the 

ueſtion; but his opponent had been very 
free with the bottle that afternoon, and 

high words aroſe. Mr. Franks was obliged . 

to interfere, and the harmony of the com-- 
pany was. much interrupted... 

We danced but little after ſupper, and, 
in compaſſion. to my aunt, we left Sandy= 
Hill early. As my uncle was in the 
coach with us, Laurentia made no remarks . 
as WS went home; but ſhe-ſent for me into 
her 
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her chamber the next morning, and, taking 
my hand, ſaid, The 


« Yeſterday gave my dear Eglantine a 
ſpecimen how very unfit I am to mix in 
large companies. The converſation: at 
ſupper was particularly painful to me, and 
I tremble to think how much Mr. Mait- 
land expoſed himſelf, by endeavoring to 
put an end to it. I feel the obligation he 
intended, for I knew it was on my account 
he grew ſo warm ; but I will not put him 
under the neceſſicy of running ſuch riſques 
in future. I was never formed to aſfoci- 
ate with the world, and ſhall now decline 
all thought of again attempting it. You, 
my ſweet girl, muſt plead for me to your 
uncle, and perſuade him to excuſe my: 
going to London, for I am more _ 
ever convinced it will not do for me.“ 


There was a ſteady ſolemnity in her 
manner that affected, and intirely prevent-. 
ed. me from ſaying one word by way of 

Gs” 


234 LAURENTI A. 


perſuading her to alter her reſolution; — 
Believe me, at that time I could cheer- 
fully have given up. any thing (however 
I might have ſet my heart on it) to have 
made her happy. As ſoon as I was capa- 
ble of ſpeaking, I aſſured her © ſhe ſhould 
ever find me conformable to her will.“ 


She thanked me, in a faint voice, and 
 faid, ce ſhe did not mean to interrupt my 
pleaſures; it might, perhaps, be neceſſary 
that I fhould ſee more of that world; 
which ſhe was daily dying from. The 
ſociety of Mrs. Fitzowen and Eliza would, 
in a ſmall degree, reconcile her to my ab- 
ſence.” She ſtopped, and, reaching her 
handkerchief,” covered her face. I threw 
my arm around her neck, and declared 
6% I would not leave her — one winter 
could make no great difference, and by 
another, perhaps, the might be better.” 
She preſſed my hand with affection, and 
added, I may not require your attend- 
ance. long.” 


1 was 
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I was unable to reply: She led me down 
ſtairs, and ſeated herſelf at the harpſichord. 
She reached a muſic-book, which opened. 
at Mary's dream. She ſung and played,, 
nothing could be more touching than her 
air and voice, I aſked for ſomething 
lively. She replied, © ſhe was unequal 
to the attempt,” and reſigned her ſear to 
me. I eſſayed in vain to rouſe either her 
ſpirits or my own. None but melancholy 
ſounds could ariſe from the touch of fin- 
gers that were guided by the impulſe of 
the heart. 


I would play no more, and aſked Lau- 
rentia © if ſhe would go with me to Pa- 
raclete ?” She replied, ſhe had promiſed 
to vilit an old woman (who lives about 
five miles from hence) and meant to driye- 
herſelf in the phaeton (a low one made 
on purpoſe to drive about the pleaſure- 
grounds ;) but if I had no objection to. 
walk to Paraclete, ſhe would call there for 

mes, 
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me, as ſhe returned through the wood, 
We accordingly: ſet out. 


When we left home the weather was 
very fine; but before I. had been an hour 
with Eliza it began to rain very faſt, I 
was uneaſy on Laurentia's account, as I 
knew there was no top to the carriage ſhe 
was in. I had no ſervant with me, and. 
Mrs. Fitzowen kept none but a female: 
However, I was encouraged to hope that 
Laurentia would. be at the old woman's. 
houſe (who. Mrs. Fitzowen knew, and 
likewiſe for what benevolent purpoſe my. 
aunt was gone thither) and have ſhelter 
till the rain abated, or till ſhe could ſend. 
ker ſervant for another carriage. 


I waited with much anxiety till near four 
o'clock ; the chaiſe then came for me, and. 
James ſaid, my aunt was returned, but. 
very wet, which was the reaſon ſhe did not. 
come by Paraclete,” 


- When 
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When I got home, Laurentia told me, 


ce ſhe had left the old woman's ten mi- 
nutes before the rain began, and, not ex- 


pecting it would be much, ſhe thought 


only of making the beſt of her way to 


Mrs. Fitzowen's; but perceiving the rain 
increaſe, and finding herſelf wet, ſhe had 
followed John's advice, and, by avoiding 
the Wood, ſhorten'd the road home.” — 
Her .cloaths had been changed, and ſhe 
had taken ſomething warm. She was ap- 
parently in better ſpirits than uſual, and 
ſpent the whole afternoon with my uncle 
and I. Towards evening ſhe appeared 
rather fatigued, and retired to her chamber, 


Barlow (who always flept in her miſ- 
treſs's room) told me the next morning, 
ce that my aunt had had but an indifferent 
night,” yet ſhe roſe as uſual. Charles 
Maitland was to dine with us that day, for 
the laſt time previous to his going to 
London. At dinner Laurentia was taken 


with a ſhivering fit, and obliged to leave 


the 


5 
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the room. I followed her up ſtairs, and 
perſuaded her to be put into bed. The 
cold fit was ſucceeded by a fever. We 
ſent for Dr. W——, who came immedi- 
ately ; but, alas! my friend, the remedies 
he preſcribed were not efficacious. 


Every eye proclaimed its own private 
apprehenſions. Mr. Maitland was too 
anxious to leave us—he wrote to his father, 
to ſpare him another week till he ſhould 
know how Laurentia's illneſs would ter- 
minate. He likewiſe excuſed himſelf from 
returning to Mr. Franks. 


I fat up all the firſt and part of the ſe- 
cond night, the diſorder encreaſed, and 
the pain in her head and back became 
more violent. Her attendants forced 
me from the ſick chamber, and intimated 
there was danger from ſuch cloſe attend- 
ance. I lay down for a few hours, and 
notwithſtanding the anxiety: and pertur- 
bation of my mind, fatigue made me ſleep. 

"phy 
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My Areams indeed preſented None bur 
melancholy 1 images. 


J inſiſted on going again into Laupen 
tia's room immediately after breakfaſt, 
Dr. W— happening to come in at that 
juncture, begged he might ſee her firſt. 
When the Doctor returned to the par- 
lour, he entreated us to be very careful, 
and added, © he dare not flatter us with 
much hope, for he found Miſs Fan 8 
ſymptoms more unfavorable than ever.“ 


Oh! Maria, think, think what J fuf- 
fered. My dear uncle and the worthy 
Charles were equally affected. The good 
Doctor felt for us he offered to remain 
in the houſe, if it would be any ſatisfac- 
tion. I inſtantly declared, © it would be 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to me, but I muſt 


not be kept from my aunt.” He pro- 
miſed I ſhould ſee her. 


When I entered her room, ſhe held out 
her hand, I gave her mine as I apprhached 
the bed. She was in great pain, and ſaid 


but 


* 
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but little. As it was judged neceſſary for 
her to be kept very quiet, I was not per- 


. mitted to ſtay long, and my uncle was 


diſſuaded from ſeeing her that day. When 
I left T aurentia my impatience did not let 
Dr. W— have any reſt; I could not help 
importuning him every minute, to think 
of ſomething elſe. © Can nothing more 
be done ?” was continually in my mouth. 
The poor Doctor was quite . diſtreſſed, 
and recommended other advice. I ſoli- 
cited his forgiveneſs -I had great confi- 
dence in his judgment, but I was anxious 
to preſerve Laurentia. 


Another Phyſician was called in. Every 


thing was done that could be thought on, 
but we could not ſav e her. 


The very a7 ſhe died ſhe ſent to ſay, 
«© ſhe was much better, quite free from 
pain, and very comfortable.“ Then 
heaven has heard my prayers,” exclaimed 
I. Dr. W— aroſe, took my hand and 
ſaid, « ] prieve to Oy the joy your af- 

fectionate 
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| ieQtionate heart feels at this intelligence, 3B 
but it is my duty to warn you, *tis falla- 4 
cious. A mortification has begun, and 
this ceſſation from pain is a ſymptom.” | 
rc Muſt we then loſe her, demanded my 
uncle, in a tone of woe. — * You muſt 
ſubmit to that which is not in any earthly 

power to alter,” returned the Doctor; 
« and you will have the ſatisfaction of 

knowing that every aſſiſtance has been 
rendered to mitigate and remove the ſuf- 
ferings of your ſiſter.” We were ſilent.— | 

A ſecond meſſage from Laurentia required 

my preſence. , I attended with W that 

cannot be deſcribed. 


She received me wich a \foredy placid 
| ſmile. ce 53 know 1 am going,” ſaid ſhe, 

c and you, my dear Eglaatine, ought to 
rejoice with me. I feel no pain, and ſhall 
I truſt, ere long, be numbered among the 
bleſſed. I could not conceal my emo- 
tions, but ſunk on my knees by the fide of 
the bed, and the ſobs I vainly endeavoured 
Vol. II. M to 


=. LAURENTIA, 3 
She 3 and continudd.” ce ah! my — 
child, Tok will you embitter my laſt mo- 
ments by ſuch immoderate grief? for 1 
can truly. ſay, in N of Rowe, 


15 To me death ſeems like a long wiſh' 4100 dry 
neſs, my ey 

« Beyond) what e'en our expectation paints 3: 3 

«Tis comfort to the ſoul, tis peace; 'tis atk 

It comes like flumber to the fick man's eyes: 

* Burning and reſtleſs, with a fever's rage, 

All night he teſſes en his weary bed; 

He tells the tedious minutes as they paſs, 

cc And turns, and turns, and ſeeks for eaſe 1 in vain: 

Rut if at mornin g dawn feel fleep falls on him, 

< Think with what pleaſure he reſigns his ſenſes, 

* Sinks to his pillow and forgets his pain.” | 


Never can I forget with what fervency 
ſhe ſpoke, but the effort almoſt exhauſted 
 her—ſhe remained ſilent ſome time, and 
1 had 


. bh A " ao 


* 
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9 5 Thad no power to articulate. She then a ew 
out the miniature of Spencer, and having 
preſ led it to her lips delivered it to me, 
faying, 5 in a few hours 1 ſhall ag the 


dear original.” a 


As ſoon as I was compoſed enough to 
ſpeak, I aſked, < if ſhe wiſhed to ſee my 
uncle? She replied rather ſharply, yes, 
and Mr. Maitland, if he has no objection.“ 
They came. She thanked my uncle for 
his indulgence and attention to her, and 
bid him be comforted, by refleCting, that 
he had more than complied with the dying 
injunction of his father, in the care and 
tenderneſs he had ever manifeſted toward 

8 


My poor uncle wept like a child, he 
had no command of his feelings, and was 
obliged to leave the room. 


N then addreſſed Charles Mait- 
land. & If the prayers of the dying can 
M 2 Prevail 
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prevail, 
bleſſings on you and my dear Eglantine ; 
may you live happily, and never experi- 


ence the ſeparating pang. If it is poſſible, 


may you both fink down in ſocial ſlee p, 
and then 


4 


« Together freed, your ids ſpirits fly - 

« To ſcenes where tove and bliſs immortal _ - 
Fe Kew! my dear children, 1 will not 

keep you here any longer — 1 have quite 

done with ſublunary things, and Ras e no- 


thing more to requeſt, than that my 


remains may be conveyed to Caſtlemoor, 
and placed by the ſide of my beloved 
Caroline.” 


Charles bore me out of the room, for 
5 indeed the laſt ſcene was almoſt too much 
for either of us. ä 


Laurentia went off by imperceptible 


degrees that afternoon. J was only ſuf- 
fered 


may they deſcend with adde 
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: 0 'fered t to behold the dear corpſe once, and 
it was found neceſſary to have it put in 
lead as JOUR as erb | 


My oct ant Charles inſiſted on at- 
tending the funeral themſelves, and left. 
me at Paraclete during, their abſence.” xi 

Patt 

You will perhaps wha that T did not 
write to you before ; but my ſpitits were 
in ſuch a ſtate, I could not ſummons 
reſolution ſufficient to attempt it; and I 
was not willing to alarm you, my dear 
Maria, by making uſe of an amanuenſis. 


Mrs. Fitzowen could not now refuſe 
the ſolicitations of my uncle and myſelf, 
but has given leave for Eliza to accom- 
pany us to town. This is moſt probably _ 
the laſt letter you will receive from me 
at preſent, as we mean to ſet out next 
week, and ſhall expect to be joined by you 
and Mrs. Elwin as ſoon as poſſible. 


Charles 


FP: 


Chatles "TIO" ut me, ond now. We. 
to eſcort. us on our journey. Hle is every 
thing my fond heart can wiſh, and but for 
him, the affecting ſcenes I lately beheld, 
would, have been ſtill more inſupportable. 
| "Barlow: 1s very aw, but the enen 

deſires to continue in che family at preſent. 
Laurentia has left her £50 per Annum for 

her life, a valuable watch, and ſome other 
ciner. 8 „„ 


© Adieu , my dear Maria; I truſt J ſhall 
experience much conſolation in the ſooth- 
ing voice of friendſhip, aided by time; I 
huope it will again reſtore eG agg to the 
allitcd boſom of 


£ 


Your very affectionate, Wh 
 Eoranrixs BaxeLar, 
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